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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Regiment 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Forwarded  as  inclosure  is  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned, 
11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  for  quarterly  period  ,31  January  1967. 
Information  c6htafhed-*in_ this  report  should  be  reviewed  and  evaluated  by 
CDC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6f  of  AR  1-19. /and  by  CONARC  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  paragraph  6c  and  d  of  AR  1-19.  Evaluations  and  corrective 
actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  90  days  of  receipt  of 
covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  the  Com¬ 
mandants  o[f  the  Service  Schools  to  insure  appropriate  benefits  in  the 
future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations,  and  may  be  adapted 
for  use  in  developing  training  material. 

/‘BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 
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FOREWORD 

This  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  is  the  second  submitted  by 
the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  since  -its  arrival  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam. 

It  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  AR  1-19  and  covers  the  quarter 
1  November  1966,  thru  31  January  1967.  Pertinent  facts  concerning  the  Regiment's 
Jombat  operations^  civic  action  activities  and  ‘base  camp  development  during 
the  quarter  are  included  in  this  report. 


/s/ 

Wm.  W.  COBB 
Colonel,  Armor 
Commanding 
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OPERATIONAL  REPORT  FOR  QUARTERLY  PERIOD  ENDING  31  JANUARY  1967 
SECTION  I 

SIGNIFICANT  ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

1.  (U)  General.  Activities  and  events  involving  the  Blackhorse  Regiment  rarged 
from  counterinsurgency  operations  to  participation  in  Civic  Action  and  Revolutionary 
Development  programs.  During  the  reporting  period  the  people  of  BIEN  HOA,  LONG  KHANH, 
BINH  TUY  and  BINrf  DUONG  Provinces  witnessed  r.he  11th  Armored  Cavalry  in  the  relentless 
pursuit  of  the  Viet  Cong.  Lines  of  communications  hitherto  the  private  domain  of  the 
Viet  Cong  have  been  opened  and  secured  from  BIEN  HOA  in  the  west  to  TANH  LINH  in  the 
northeast.  Neither  tasks  assigned  nor  tecrain  traversed  proved  to  be  a  deterrent 
factor  in  the  Regiment's  successful  accomplishment  of  its  missions. 

From  its  initial  convoy  escort  operations  in  Vietnam,  the  Regiment  has  attested 
to  its  versatility  and  flexibility  by  the  varied  and  far-reaching  jobs  it  has  accomp¬ 
lished.  The  troopers  of  the  Blackhorse  have  operated  both  as  an  independent  force 
and  as  part  of  a  larger  force  (Operation  CEDAR  FALLS)  without  hinderance.  During 
the  reporting  period  it  has  engaged  in  search  and  destroy  (mounted  and  dismounted), 
cordon  and  search,  search  and  clear,  route  security,  route  clearing,  rear  area  security 
and  show  of  force  operations  throughout  the  111  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (III  CTZ). 

In  the  Regiment's  never  ending  quest  of  the  Viet  Cong  and  his  installations, 
terrain  of  all  types  has  been  experienced.  From  the  dense,  almost  impenetrable  jungle 
of  the  HAT  DICH  area  in  the  southwest  portion  of  the  Blackhorse  TAOR  to  the  rice 
paddles  of  the  "Rice  Bowl"  area  northeast  of  VO  DAT.  Maneuver  elements  have  not  con¬ 
fined  their  operations  to  the  roads  and  trails  but  in  many  cases  forged  their  own 
paths  through  the  mass  of  tropical  flora  to  root  the  enemy  from  his  jungle  lair. 

Simultaneously  with  its  combat  operations  the  Blackhorse  Regiment  provided 
materials,  technical  assistance  and  foodstuffs  (dry  milk,  cooking  oil,  bulgar  wheat, 
and  rice)  for  the  people  of  LONG  KHANH  Province.  The  efforts  of  the  Regiment  have 
been  two  fold  in  bringing  about  the  defeat  of  the  Viet  Cong  forces  in  III  CTZ  and  assist¬ 
ing  the  Vietnamese  people  in  their  efforts  to  make  their  land  a  better  place  to  work 
and  live. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  main  body  of  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  in  December,  the  last 
organic  unit  to  depart  CONUS  joined  the  Regiment.  For  the  first  time  since  its  re¬ 
organization  in  October  1965,  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  had  its  full  combat  complement. 

Tr.  late  January  after  many  delays  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  aircraft  arrived  at  VUNG  TAU 
where  they  were  deprocessed  and  flown  to  the  base  camp. 

In  December,  General  Harold  K.  Johnson,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  accompanied 
by  the  Sergeant  Major  of  the  Army,  visited  the  Regimental  Base  Camp.  During  his 
visit  he  received  a  briefing  by  the  Regimental  Commander  on  the  Regiment's  missions 
and  combat  operations.  Following  the  briefing,  he  had  lunch,  inspected  some  captured 
weapons  and  prior  to  his  departure  addressed  the  assembled  troops  at  the  heliport. 

During  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS,  Secretary  of  the  Army,  Stanley  Resor  visited  the 
Blackhorse  and  observed  it  in  action  in  the  Iron  Triangle. 

Elements  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  were  continuously  engaged  in  combat  operations 
(92  days)  throughout  the  quarter  varying  from  troop  to  regiment  in  size  and  scope. 

2.  (C)  Personnel  and  Administration. 

a.  General.  During  the  quarter  the  overall  personnel  situation  remained 
relatively  constant.  January  had  the  highest  number  of  casualties  (100)  of  any 
one  month  since  the  Regiment's  arrival  in-country.  The  majority  of  the  losses  sus¬ 
tained  resulted  from  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS.  Replacements  continue  to  arrive  without 
unnecessary  delays  or  causing  critical  shortages  within  the  combat  elements. 
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b.  Services. 

/  (1)  Religious,  During  the  reporting  period,  there  were  a  total  of  WO 

religious  services  conducted  vdth  a  total  attendence  of  20,23li.  Generally,  the 
Catholic  services  numbered  one  half  of  the  numbor  of  Protestant}  during  the  period, 
both  the  number  of  services  and  attendence  decreased  each  month.  This  condition 
appears  to  be  directly  attributable  to  the  progressive  increase  in  tactical  operations 
■and  has  now  probably  reached  its  loner  limit. 

(2)  Red  Cross.  During  the  months  of  November,  December,  and  January, 
a  total  of  657  cases  mere  handled.  From  this  experience  factor,  it  appears  that  the 
Regiment  can  expect  to  handle  approximately  230  cases  per  month,  which  will  result  in 
approximately  20  Emergency  Leaves.  Reaction,  speed,  and  accessability  of  -'-IlC  Field 
Director  have  been  improved  during  this  reporting  period  by  the  location  of  an  IRC 
teen  at  tho  Blackhorsc  Base  Cano. 

(3)  Special  Services.  During  this  period,  the  Special  Services  fac¬ 
ilities  grew  from  almost  nothing  to  a  well  organized  program.  The  primary  emphasis 
during  this  time  frame  lay  in  the  establishment  of  recreational  facilities  and  obtain¬ 
ing  Special  Services  equips, lent.  Positive  plans  mre  developed  for  a  comprehensive 
Special  Services  program,  to  include  a  Com  amity  Services  Center  in  the  3laclchorse 
Base  Canp,  Hie  fruits  of  those  planning  efforts  will  be  forthcoming  during  the  next 
quarter. 

(U)  Postal.  Throughout  the  reporting  period,  the  mail  service  to  the 
Regiment  was  either  unsatisfactory  or  marginal.  This  difficulty  was  the  result  cf  a 
lack  of  USA?  aircraft  to  fly  mail  from  SAIGOil  to  the  supporting  APU  at  XUAN  LOC. 

This  problem,  as  well  as  insufficient  money  order  and  parcel  post  coverage,  have  boon 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  USARV  Staff  Postal  Officer.  A  solution  should  be 
effected  during  the  next  quarter. 

c.  Morale.  During  the  reporting  period,  the  Regime  nt’s  morale  continued  to 
increase.  This  was  partially  the  result  of  increased  Post  Exchange  coverage  which  is 
discussed  bel-v,  and  a  greatly  improved  Rest  and  Reccupcration  program.  Over  this  3 
month  period,  tho  Regiment  utilized  a  total  of  882  out-of-country  EAR  allocations  and 
60  in- country  allocations.  Indic\tions  are  that  during  the  next  quarter  the  Regiment 
can  expect  approcimately  1200  out- of- country  and  90  in-country  allocations,  ".."ailc 
this  out-of-country  utilization  iri.ll  enable  all  members  of  the  Regiment  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  program,  the  in-country  EAR  program  ramair.s  a  natter  of  command  interest. 
A  lack  of  facilities  at  VUi!G  TAU  trill  permit  only  marginal  increase  in  tho  number  of 
allocations  for  the  Regiment  and  appears  to  be  an  insurmountable  problem. 

d.  Information.  Throughout  tho  quarter,  information  coverage  for  the  Reg¬ 
iment  increased  and  at  the  ond  of  the  period  a  total  of  596  editorial,  pictorial,  and 
radio  releases  had  been  made.  The  number  of  media  representatives  visiting  the  Regiment 
also  increased  each  month,  with  a  total  of  2?  arriving  during  the  quarter. 

e.  Post  Exchange.  During  the  entire  reporting  period,  tho  Regimental  Exchange 
had  a  total  receipts  of  $139,b59.92.  The  expected  receipts  for  the  exchange  during 

the  next  quarter  should  exceed  $300,000.00,  duo  to  a  planned  expansion  begun  during 
January.  This  expansion  doubled  the  sales  of  January  as  compared  to  previous  montlis 
and  the  increased  stockago  of  luxury  items  should  result  in  a  vastly  improved  facility 
and  scrvico  in  the  immediately  foreseeable  future. 

f.  MOS  Shortages.  During  the  reporting  period,  this  organization  did  not 
experience  any  particular  high  density  MOS  shortages.  As  could  bo  expected  in  any 
personnel  management  situation,  there  were  certain  low  density  MOS  shortages,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  the  field  of  chemical  personnel.  However,  in  none  cf  tlieso  casos  was  the 
combat  readiness  of  the  organization  impaired, 

g.  Quality  of  Replacements.  Throughout  the  reporting  period,  the  quality 

of  replacements  remained  good,  with  the  exception  of.  one  short  period  during  Operation 
CEDAR  FALLS.  This  one  occasion  Was  as  a  result  of  relatively  high  casualties  in  tiro 
troops,  and  an  emergency  personnel  requisition  was  submitted.  In  response  to  this 
requisition,  tho  number  of  enlisted  men  roporting  in  with  adverse  information  (Article 
15,  etc.)  in  their  201.  files  increased  markedly.  The  training  level  of  all  replace¬ 
ments  appears  to  bo  acceptable. 
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'  h.  Maintenance  of  Discipline,  Lati  and  Order. 

(1)  Courts  lfcrtiol.  Durln.3  the  quarter,  the  Regiment  processed  tho 
following  Courts  Martial,  by  type! 

Genoral  Special  Summary 


(2)  Serious  Incidentsc.  There  were  a  total  of  aix  serious  incidents 
reported  during  this  quarter. 

i.  Personnel  Froblen  Areas.  The  primary  personnel  difficulty  experienced 
during  tha  quarter  was  attempting  to  reach,  a  solution  to  the  Raglnant'a  rotational 
hump  during  the  months  of  July  and  August  1967.  Detailed  plans  were  submitted  to 
Keaijnertors,  USARV,  to  attempt  to  infuse  sufficient  officers  so  tint  the  rotational 
hump  difficulties  would  bo  greatly  reduced.  .Is  of  this  report,  only  insignificant 
implementation  of  this  organization's  program  has  been  accomplished.  However,  within 
tho  nest  quarter,  significant  improvement  and  expansion  of  the  Regiment's  infusion 
program  is  expected.  This  infusion  program  will  be  conducted  in  conjunction  with  the 
9th  Infantry  Division  primarily,  When  corploted,  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  no 
more  than  2$%  of  the  Regiment's  personnel,  in  any  grade  or  MOS  who  will  rotate  out  of 
the  Regiment  in  any  one  calendar  month.  Mldle  tliis  idll  still  mean  that  tho  Regiment 
will  face  a  period  cf  considerable  personnel  turbulanoo  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  tho  impact  of  this  rotational  hump  will  bo  considerably  reduced. 

3.  (C)  Intelligence. 

a.  VC  Activity!  Contact  with  the  Viet  Cong  by  units  of  the  11th  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiment  during  the  quarter  consisted  of  a  mortar/rocoilloss  rifle  attack  of 
the  base  camp  area  (16  lJov  66),  an  ambush  of  a  convoy  escorted  by  a  platoon  from  Troop 
C,  1st  Squadron  (21  Nov  66),  an  ambush  of  a  convoy  escorted  by  3  ACAVS  and  2  tanks 
from  1st  Squadron  (2  Dec  66),  87  cases  of  snail  arms  sniper  fire,  25  cases  of  automatic 
weapons  fire,  35  mining  incidents,  16  grenade  incidents,  23  cases  of  aircraft  receiving 
ground  fire,  1U  cases  of  mortar  fire,  h  cases  of  recoilless  rifle  fire,  and  3  booby 
traps.  Tile  Regiment  suffered  only  light  personnel  casualties  and  light  vehicle  damage 
as  a  result  of  these  Viot  Cong  initiated  incidents. 

b»  VC  losses: 

(1)  Porsonnol  -  VC  KIA  (BC)  175,  KBA  (BC)  32,  VC  KL1  (Poss)  133,  Detain¬ 
ees  1»25,  RVs  15,  CETEU  IICI's  12. 

(2)  Weapons  and  ammunition!  60mm  Mortar-1,  57mm  RU-1,  57nn  HR  Tripod-1, 
75mm  151-1,  75mn  RR  Tripod-1,  RPG-2  AT  Launchar-2,  Thompson  SB-1,  Chaing  Koi  Shek  7.92nm 
(Mauser )-7,  CKICCM  type  56  carbines-5,  US  m  carbine-7,  US  Ml  rifle-3,  US  HU*  rifle-1, 
French  8nm  riflo-1,  British  Snfieid  rifle-1,  Russian  !Ios.in  Nagent  rlfle-1,  US  IIL917  Cal 
.30  13-1,  CKICai  type  56  131-5,  CHICai  type  58  IB-1,  US  Cal  .1*5  -pistol-1,  homemade 
pistol-1,  homemade  riflo-1,  C3U  bonblots-98,  100  lb  bcmbs-5,  25&  lb  bcr.bs-6,  500  lb 
bonbs-1,  60mn  mortar  rds-23,  8lm  nortar  rds-18,  57mm  RR  rds-2,  75mm  Rds-9,  HHJ-2  AT 
rds-12,  12,7mm  rds-20.  Cal  .50  r.’s-lO,  Cal  ,30  rds-72l»,  7.92ES*  rds-100,  7.62mm  rds-l*070, 
Cal  .2*5  rd3-60,  mines  (all  ty-pes)-82,  grenades  (all  typee)-203,  105mn  rds-10,  155mm  rds- 
5,  TOT-321bs,  composition  C-3-lOlbs,  composition  C-l*-171bs,  crossbow-l. 


1000  lbs. 


(3)  Foodstuffsj  Rica  567.3  tons.  Wheat  600  lbs.  Salt  210  lbs.  Peanuts 


(1*)  Miscellaneous :  Ammonium  nitrate  50  lbs,  documents  170  lbs,  medical 
supplies  13  lbs,  bicycles  16,  clotiiing  55  lbs,  barbed  wir3  7  rolls,  shovels  11,  mattock 
1,  battories  165,  S7N  Plasters  52,000,  IIVH  Piasters  3,00 0,  flashlight  1,  antenna  1, 
corrogated  roofing  20  rolls,  idro  1200  ft,  camera  1,  radio  1,  burlap  bags  150,  8"  bolts 
1  .gross,  300  gal  fuol  tank  1. 

c.  Intelligence  Sources! 

(1)  Gonorali  A  study  was  conducted  of  177  separato  facilities  found 
during  Operation  C5DAJI  FALLS  ranging  free*  foxholes  and  tranches  and  to  bunkers  and 
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tunnel  complexes,  and  tc  rice  caches  of  all  sizes.  A  comparison  of  each  of  those 
locations  with  all  previously  available  intelligence  information  showed  that  156  or 
88,15?  fell  within  500  neters  of  a  reported  installation,  The  average,  error  for  these 
lift  installations  was  135m(E-H)  by  lii7r.i ( It— S )  or  an  average  error  of  slightly  over  200a. 
These  re  col  os  show  that  reported  installations  are  an  excellent  point  of  departure  for 
any  operation. 

(2)  Red  Haze :  Red  Haze  has  proved  to  be  useful  in  detecting  VC  groupings, 
especially  prior  to  the  2  December  ambush  on  Highway  1.  However  with  the  advent  of  the 
dry  season,  brush  fires  increased,  which  markedly  reduced  its  usefulness. 

(3)  STAR:  Due  to  the  naturo  of  the  terrain  and  the  lack  of  suitable 
targets  in  the  TAOR,  SIAR  has  been  of  very  little  assistance  to  the  Regiment. 

(1»)  Agent  Reports  s  Agent  reports  constitute  the  bulk  of  intelligence 
reports  received  by  the  Regiment,  the  majority  of  these  reports  are  of  doubtful  value 
unless  corroborated  by  other  intelligence  sources. 

1*.  (C)  Combat  Operations, 

a.  General. 

(1)  November.  Operation  ATLANTA  (833  Inclosure  6)  initiated  in  October 
continued  throughout  the  month.  As  the  development  .  f  the  base  camp  progressed  more 
and  more  equipment  was  being  transported  from  the  staging  area  in  LONG  3XTBI  to  the 
base  camp.  Ely  the  end  of  November  the  Regiment  less  the  3rd  Squadron  had  departed 
the  staging  axea,  and  was  busily  organizing  and  securing  the  base  carrp.  ROADRUNNER 
operations  wore  conducted  on  National  Highway  1  ns  far  north  as  GIA  RAY  and  west  to 
LONG  3INH.  On  21  November  a  sizeable  convoy  travelling  from  LONG  3INH  to  the  base 
camp  was  ambushed  by  Viet  Cong  units  of  the  27k  Main  Force  Regiment.  Immediate  reaction 
by  the  escort  and  ready  reaction  forces  kept  friendly  losses  to  a  minimum. 

Troop  and  company  sized  search  and  destroy  operations  wore  conducted  within  the 
TAOR  interdicting  lines  of  communication  end  resupply.  Active  patrolling,  aerial 
reconnaissance,  and  H5J  artillery  fires  curoailed  Viet  Cong  offensive  operations  during 
November  with  one  exception.  On  16  November,  the  base  camp  received  an  estimated  37 
rounds  of  82mn  mortar  fire  and  32  rounds  of  7$an  rocoilless  rifle  fire  from  high  ground 
to  the  northeast  of  the  camp  adjacent  to  Interprovincial  Route  2.  Subseqient  tank, 
artillery  and  aircraft  fire3  from  the  c amp  neutralized  the  suspected  firing  positions 
and  assisted  in  keeping  friendly  casualties  light  (8  WIA). 

Operations  to  the  north  toward  VO  HIT  wore  temporarily  halted  when  the  1st  Squadron 
was  dispatched  to  LAI  XHE  to  participate  in  Operation  ATTLEBORO, 

The  2nd  and  3rd  Sqiadrons  assumed  -the  security  of  t.he  base  cam?  and  staging  area 
respectively.  Elements  of  the  3rd  Squadron  wore  also  employed  as  a  security  force 
for  the  LOiC  BUS!  ASP. 

(2)  December.  On  2  December  a  resupply  convoy  (3  ACAVs,  2  tanks  and 
2?Ston  trucks)  returning  from  the  GIA  RAY  Rock  Quarry  was  ambushed  by  the  275  Viet  Cong 
Regiment,  In  the  space  of  ninety  minutes  99  VC  (BC)  wore  killed  with  at  least  another 
100  possible  kills.  The  Regiment  receivod  no  KIA's  and  only  UWIA*s,  One  engineer 
driver  was  killed,  timorous  crow  served  weapons  and  small  arms  wore  captured  including 
a  rocoilless  rifle.  With  the  termination  of  Operation  ATLANTA,  the  1st  Squadron 
supported  by  tha  3rd  Battalion,  lr3rd  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  18th  Division  launched 
Operation  DAN  T;iM  81  into  the  "Rice  Bowl"  aroc  north  of  70  DAT.  In  addition  to  securing 
the  rice  harvest,  routo  security  was  provided  for  bridge  and  airfield  construction  of  ■> 
forts.  As  a  result  of  this  operation  civilian  comer 00  has  started  to  flow  into  this 
once  Viet  Cong  deni mated  area. 

Operations  continued  to  bo  conducted  in  the  Blac.'diorso  TAOR,  with  the  3rd  Squad¬ 
ron  conducting  joint  cordon  and  search  operation  with  the  1st  Battalion,  U3  Regiment 
(AKVH)  on  5  December  of  the  villages  of  XA  BANG  and  A?  H3..RN  resulting  in  277  detainees 
and  Uli  confirmed  Viet  Cong  approhondod.  limited  search  and  destroy  operations  and 
convoy  osoort  missions  wore  also  performed  by  tho  3rd  Squadron  in  conjunction  with  its 
baso  camp  security  activities.  Security  ves  also  provided  for  engineer  e  lament  e  oiorat- 
ing  the  .GIA  RAY  Rock  Quarry, 
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Early  in  the  month. the  2nd  Squadron  under  the  operational  control  of  the  173rd 
Airborne  Brigade  helped  secure  Route  15  from  VTOC  TAU  to  BEAK  Ci.T,  for  the  movement 
of  the  199th  Infantry  Brigade  and  the  9th  Division, 

Psychological  operations  increased  in  intensity  within  the  L'.OIU  Over,  one  million 
leaflets  were  dropped  in  support  of  operations  while  5,000  posters  were  distributed 
in  LONG  KHANH  Province. 

(3)  January.  The  1st  and  2nd  Squadrons  terminated  their  respective 
operations  with  the  2nd  Squadron  remaining  in  position  at  BEAR  CAT  to  prepare  for 
Operation  CEDAR  FALLS.  The  1st  Squadron  returned  to  the  Base  Camp  for  maintenance 
and  resupply  after  almost  60  days  of  continuous  field  operations. 

Prior  to  the  initiation  of  operations  in  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  the  3rd  Squadron 
conducted -a  cordon  and  search  cnoration  (Operation'  GISH  BURN IE)  of  BI5H  LOC  Hamlet. 
Supported  by  the  52nd  Ranger  Battalion  and  the  Rational  Police  an  interrogation  and 
records  inventory  was  made  along  idth  the  dispensing  of  foodstuffs  and  medical  assist¬ 
ance  as  part  of  the  Revolutionary  Development  Program, 

On  8  January  the  Regiment  (-)  moved  to  forward  assembly  areas  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  IRON  TRIANGLE  near  BEN  CAT.  The  following  morning  a' multi-division  operation  was 
launched  lead  by  the  armored  columns  of  the  Blackhorse  Regiment.  Experiencing  only 
light  resistance,  objectives  were  quickly  seized.  Maintaining  its  (Regiment)  momentum, 
one  squadron  was  shifted  to  the  apex  of  the-triangle  to  form -a  blocking  force  denying 
the  Viet  Cong  potential  escape  routes.  Concurrently  with  the  move  to  the  south  the 
remaining  squadron  moved  to  secure  service  and  support  areas  to  the  north.  Search  and 
destroy,  operations  continued  within  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  until  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  was 
terminated  on  24  January. 

Returning  to  the  base  can,  the  Regiment  initiated  Operation  HUKCE,  a  cordon 
and  search  operation  in  the  northwestern  (1st  Squadron)  aid  southeastern  '(2nd  Sq-iadrcn) 
portions  of  the  TACR.  Operations  continued  through  the  remainder  of  the  month  with 
only  light  contact.  The  3rd  Sauadron  in  the  meantime  was  conducting  operations  with 
the  9th  Division  in  tho  HAT  DICH  area,  and  along  Route  15. 

b.  Engineer  Activities. 

(1)  Base  Can?  Development.  November  was  the  first  full  month  the  Regimen 
occupied  tho  permanent  brae  camp  at  LONG  GIAO.  Priority  of  engineer  support  at  that 
time  was  the  clearing  of  fields  cf  fire,  to  be  followed  by  initiation  of  construction 
of  the  interior  road  net.  Tho -919th  Engineer  Conpary  (Armored),  attached  to  the 
Regiment  worked  simultaneously  to  clear,  fields  of-  fire,  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
27th  Engineer  Battalion  (C),  constructed  read  nets  within  the  base  camp  area  to  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  12,27.  kilometers. 

Support  provided  by  both  engineer  units  included  tho  construction  of  sixty-three 
perdnetor  bunker  frames  and  six  watch  towers.  In  addition, • construction  of  mess  halls, 
latrines  and  shavers  for  every  company  site  unit  in  the  base  crap  was  started  in  Dec¬ 
ember  by  the  engineer  support  units, 

(2)  Combat  Support.  Combat  engineer  support  of  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Re glne nt  and  subordinate  squadron  operations  was  provided  .by  the  919th  Engineer 
Company  (Armored). 

From  8  to  20  November,  one  engineer  platoon  supported  the  1st  Squadron  as  it 
participated  in  Operation  ATTLEBORO,  OPCCS!  to  the  1st  Infantry  Divioion,  During  the 
operation,  the  platoon  conducted  extensive  mine  clearing  operations  on  roads  in  the 
areas  of  operation.  In  addition,  the  platoon  constructed  two  hasty  crossings  at  sices 
of  enemy  cuts  in  the  road. 

On  21  November  and -on  2  December  elements  of  the  Regiment  were  ambushed.  During 
and  after  counter-attack  operations  at  both  ambush  sites  the  919th  destroyed  over 
seventy-five  bunkers  and  tunnels  per  site.. 

In  December, • elements  of  the  -919th  conducted  an-  engineer  reconnaissance  of 
National  Routes  25  end  320.  During  the-sarra  period,  .that  the  reconnaissance  was  being 
conducted  other  elements  cf  the  company  cut  a  trail  from  the ’Regimental  Base  Camp  to 
BEAR  CAT  3ase  Cam?  creating  a  direct  link  from  the  Regiment's  location  to'  llatiohal  High 

15. 
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In  December  three  Class  60  and  ona  Class  20  bridges  were  built  in  the  area  of 
National  Highway  15  near  LONG  THANH  village. 

The  most  dramatic  engineer  support  provided  during  the  quarterly  period  covered 
in  this  report  occurred  on  Christmas  Day  as  the  company  emplaced  an  H4T6  floating 
bridge  141  feet  long,  deep-in  Viet  Cong  Territory  north  of  GXA  RAY  on  the  south  edge 
of  the  VO  DAT  Rice  Bowl. 

Engineer  Support:  rendered  by  the  919th  Engineer  Company  during  Operation  CEDAR 
FALLS  was  quite  effective.  Over  fifty  acres  of  jungle  were  cleared  as  were  four 
helicopter  landing  zones.  Over  3000  meters  of  Viet  Cong~ tunnels  were  search  and  at 
lease  1700  linear  meters  destroyed.  In  addition  120  enemy  bunkers,  trenches,  and  spide 
holes  were  destroyed.  The  company  cleared  63  kilometers  of  road  during  the  operation. 

Throughout  the  reporting  period,  engineer  support  was  rendered  to  squadrons  man¬ 
euvering  in  the  Blackhorse  TA0R.  Most  common  types  of  supporc  were  road  clearing  and 
mine  clearing  operations,  as  well  as  demolition  of  enemy  structures  and  fortifications. 

c.  Chemical  Activities. 

(1)  Chemical  Operations  conducted  by  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
during  this  period  involved  the  following: 

(a)  Use  of  herbicides  on  the  bcso  camp  perimeter  at  LCSG  GJAO, 

(b)  Use  of  riot  control  agent  CS  to  deny  enemy  tunnel  systems. 

(c)  Evaluation  of  the  E28  smoke  marker. 

(2)  Defoliation  of  the  base  comp  perimeter  was  accomplished  with  the 
following  results  and  agents: 

(a)  Agent  MUTE  (TORC0ON),  PIUTE  is  a  water-soluable  herbicide  that 
was  disseminated  by  the  M9  Power  Driven  Decontaminating  Truck.  Its  advertized  strong 
points  include,  long  duration  of  effectiveness  and  minimal  agent  drift.  Oar  experience 
with  this  agent  extends  over  a  period  of  three  months  and  was  used  against  both  broad 
leaf  plants  and  grass,  lie  have  drawn  the  following  conclusions: 

1  Agent  VIHTT3  has  little  effect  on  grass. 

2  Agent  '.IIUTE  acts  very  slowly  on  most  jungle  trees  and  is 
unsuitable  for  clearing"’ perimeters  because  of  this  slow  functioning  time. 

(b)  Agent  CHANGE  (2,li,B2t2,)t,5T).  ORANGE  i3  soluable  in  either  water 
or  diesel  oil  and  has  been  disseminated  in  the  Power  Driven  Decontaminating  Truck  and 
ground-based  power  insecticide  sprayers.  Following  throe  months  experience  with  this 
agent,  the  following  conclusions  have  been  made: 

1  0RAU3E,  when  mixed  with  diesel  provides  a  fast  kill  far  most 
vegetation  in  Vietnam.  ~ 

Z  Daring  tho  dry  season  it  i3  effective  for  several  months, 

(o)  Agent  BLUE  (Cacodylic  Acid).  BLUE  vras  used  only  once  by  this 
unit  and  only  on  grass.  Our  experience  with  this  agent  is  limited  but  it  is  felt  that 
this  agent  has  a  oidekar  kill  time  then  CHANGE  when  mixed  Tilth  diesel  and  may  be  tho 
most  satisfactory  of  the  three, 

(3)  Use  of  Riot  Control  Agents*  Tho  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  has 
employed  riot  control  agent  CS  to  deny  tunnels  to  tho  Viet  Cong  when  complete  destruc¬ 
tion  was  improbable.  CS  has  always  been  utilized  with  high  explosives  provided  for 
dissemination.  Units  entering  thoos  tunnels  after  contamination  with  CS  have  had  to 
mask  and  there,  have  beon  no  reports  cf  VC  reusing  these  tunnels, 

(U)  Tho  Rogiuontal- Chtinical  Officer, .  in  Jamary  helped  evaluate  tho  E28 
smoke  marker  and  Elij  Launcher,  The  launchers  were  mounted  on  the  UH-1B  helico_'tor  and 
smoke  markers  were  launched  in  a  practice  rocket  run.  This  experimentation  produced  the 
following  conclusions! 
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{ a )  The  228  smoke  marker  Is  unpredictable  in  its  burning  time. 

.  (b)  The  launcher  Is  completely  unsatisfactory  and  will  launch  the 

marker  upon  a  rough  takeoff  or  landing. 

(c)  Marking  with  this  munition  .requires  direct  overflight  of  the  targe 

(d)  The  electrical  firing  mechanism  failed  to  function  on  one  of 
the  two  models  tested. 

(e)  The  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  has  no  requirement  for  this 
marker  at  the  present  time  nor  expects  to  have  such  requirements  in  the  future. 

d.  Signal  Activities. 

During  the  months  of  November,  December  and  January,  the  Regiment  par¬ 
ticipated  in  diverse  and  widespread  operations  which  posed  a  real  challenge  for  the 
organic  communications  capability  within  the  Regiment.  The  bulk. of  operational  traffic 
was  inherently  passed  over  the  various  FM  radio  nets.  These  nets  provided  facilities 
for  command  and  control  of  the  entire  Regiment. 

AM  RATT  Nets  were  established  to  support  the  FM  nets  by  providing  a  hard  copy 
capability  over  a  great  range.  Due  to  the  distance  involved  in  operating  away  from 
Blackhorse  Base  Camp,  the  organic  AN/VRC-29  radios  were  often  operated  over  their  max¬ 
imum  range.  For  major  operations  the  Regiment  has  received  support  of  personnel  and 
equipment  from  the  53rd  Signal  Battalion,  specifically  an  AN/GEC-26  to  terminate  the 
AN  RATT  Mets'  at  the  base  camp. 

Due  to  the  necessity  of  having  the  capability  of  terminating  telephone  and  tele¬ 
typewriter  circuits,  support  was  again  provided  the  Regiment  by  the  53rd  Signal  Battalion 
with  an  AN/MGC-17  Communications  Center  to  provide  teletype  termination  at  the  base  camp. 
A  VHF  facility  was  provided  during  Operation- CEDAR  FALLS  by  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade, 
thus  telephone  and  teletypewriter  circuits  were  made  available  to  round  out  the  Regi¬ 
ment’s  organic  capability.  This  outstanding  support. materially  aided  the  Regiment 
in  the  accomplishment  of  its  mission. 

As  each  operation  occurs  the  Regiment  will  continue  to  require  this  signal  support 
unless  organic  equipment  is  assigned.  A  solution  to  this  continuing  requirement  would 
be  the  mounting  of  VHF  and  teletypewriter -equipment  in  the  organic  Communications 
Platoon  M5  7A1,  thus  providing  the  necessary  communications  means  capable  of  moving 
with  the  Regimental  Command  Post  through  difficult  terrain.  In  addition,  a  field 
switchboard  could  be  moved  with  the  GP  in  this  same  vehicle  thus  providing  telephone 
service  throughout  the  Command  Post  area.  A  vehicle  with  this  equipment  available  would 
constitute  a  true  Communications  Central  for  the  Regiment  in  the  field. 

e.  Support. 

(1)  Air  Force 

(a)  General.  On  3  November  1966,  a  Tactical  Air  Control  Party  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  officers  (ALO/FAC)  plus  3  radio  operators  and  two  MARK  107  radio  vehicles, 
were  deployed  to  operate  at  the  new  Regimental  Base  Camp -at  LONG  GIAO.  This  Air  Force  ' 
unit  was  made  a  part  of  the  Regiment  TOC  complex.  Later,  in  November,  the  remaining 
six  enlisted  personnel  moved  to  the  base  camp.  The  basic  structure  of  the  USAF  operatio 
unit  remained  the  same  throughout  this  period.  One  forward  Air  Controller  plus  radio 
operators  and  the  four-net  radio  (FM,  HF,  UHF,  VHF)  equipment  operated  as  a  part  of  the 
Regimental  TOC.  The  officer  on  duty  at  the  TOC  was  available  to  assist  in  planning 
joint  Air  Operations  and  advise  on  application  of  Tactical  Air  Power  on  an  immediate 
or  pre-planned  basis.  Continuous  airborne  and/or  ground  alert  coverage  during  daylight 
hours  was  provided  by  USAF  0-1  aircraft  operating  out  of  BIEN  HOA  Air  Force  Base.  This 
was  the  result  of  the  centralization  of  all  Forward  Air  Controllers  at  regimental  level 
under  direct  supervision  of  the  Air  Liaison  Officer.  This  insured  the  highest  degree 
of  flexibility  and  efficiency.  It  permitted  the  ALO  to  plan  and  determine,  with  the 
Regimental  Staff,  priority  of  activities  of  airborne  coverage  and  still  permit  maximum 
utilization  of  USAF  resources.  This  system  of  operation  proved  its  merit  in  the  rapid 
response  of  Tactical  Air  to  the  ambushes  of  21  November  and  2  December  1966. 
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-(b)  Resources.  ’  ■ 

X  Aircraft  -  Three  O-l-Q  aircraft  were  assigned  and  utilised  during 
this  period.  Two  aircraft  were  hit  by  ground  fire  resulting  in  very  minor  damage. 

2  Personnel  -  The  normal  complement  at  1  Air  liaison  Officer  and 
7  Forward  Air  Controllers  was  reduced  to  1  ALC/J  KICs  in  tdd  November.  More  urgent 
USAF  requirements  directed  2  FACs  to  bo  placed  an  extended  TOT  on  a  classified  project. 
Operations  rare  not  effected  by  the  absence  of  these  two  FACs. 

(c)  Operations,  During  this  period  USAF  FAC  personnel  participated  in 
both  independent  regimental  operations  and  several  squadron  operations  to  include 
coverage  of  squadrons  OPCON  to  thar  units.  Coordination  by  the  ALO  with  his  counterpart 
during  OPCOK  operations  such  as  CEDAR  PALIS  developed  full  airborne  FAC  coverage  with 
continuing  pre-planned  air  strikes.  This  plan  gave  both  units  maximum  coverage  and 
provided  concentrated  and  centralised  targeting  data.  Also,  in  several  incidents  pre¬ 
planned  strike  aircraft  ware  in  the  operational  area  when  an  immediate  need  arose  for 
an  air  strike.  This  was  a  product  of  the  combined  effort  and  development  of  targeting 
and  flight  scheduling  of  both  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment,  and  the  unit  to  which 
the  Regiment  was  OPCOil. 

(d)  Problem  Areas. 

1  HI  communications  between  airborne  FAC  and  ground  units.  The 
0-1-0  aircraft  is  equipjed  ’4th  the  older  FM  radio  unit.  The  Uth  Armored  Cavalry 
Regiment  is  equipped  with  newer  equipment  which  operates  in  the  higher  (more  desireable) 
HI  frequencies.  This  loaves  a  void,  and  causes  communication  time  lapse  under  periods 
of  enemy  contact.  Without  constant  contact  between  the  FAC  directing  an  eLrstrike 

and  the  ground  commanders,  no  air  strike  can  be  employed.  Consequently,  full  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  resources  available  to  the,  ground  commander  can  not  bo  used.  One  squadron 
did  lower  its. command  froquoncy  into  the  range  of  the  FAX  aircraft  and  this  greatly 
increased  the  squadron  commander's  ability  to  be  in  full  control  of  all  resources  at 
his  disposal  for  tactical  operations.  At  present,  the  .'dr  Force  has  no  plans  for  re¬ 
placing  the  FM  sots  in  the  0-1  aircraft.  The  0-1  aircraft,  themselves,  will  be  replaced 
this  year  with  newer  0-2  aircraft  which  should  have  the  newer  FM  units. 

2  Flight  Facilities  -  During  this  period  it  was  necessary  to  operate 
the  three  0-1  aircraft  out  of  BEII  HQA  AFB,  twenty-five  miles  west  of  tho  base  camp 

duo  to  the  lack  of  landing  facilities,  at  the  HLackhorse  Baao  Caurp.  Ibis  required  approx¬ 
imately  \£f)>  more  flying  in  order  to  provide  the  coverage  desired  and  did  not  permit  close 
daily  coordination  of  flight,  operational  and  intelligence  information.  This  problem 
will  be  resolved  with  the  completion  of  an  airstrip  at  the  base  camp  in  February. 

STATISTICAL  I1ATA  01  AIR  FORCE  SUPPORT  HOT  -  JAW 
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IK-65 

ORDKAJBE  EXP3HDED 

1000/?  Bomb 

1*6 

IK-117 

75ft?  Bomb 

.78 

IK-81  250?  or  26C # 

Fra3.1entati.0n 

80 

KK-82 

500?  Boab 

351* 

BLU/1B  or  BLtJ  27B 

750?  H1PAIM 

1*35 

CA1RHSTERS  CF  CBD 

(ALL  TYPE) 

58 

2.75mm  FFAR 

570 

1LLBHXUAT10M  FLARES 

71 

2  ton 

Sounds 

11,900* 

30  CAL 

Rounds 

15,000 

50  CAL 

Rounds 

15,000 

7.62mn 

Rounds 

12,000 

*  An  additional  32  nissions  used  20cm,  number  rounds  fired  not  recorded. 
(2)  Artillery 


(a)  General:  Artillery  fire  support  provided  during  the  quarter 
assumed  two  principal  roles;  one  the  delivery  of  harrassing  and  interdiction  (H&I)  fires 
and  secondly' in  support  of  ground  operations  and  engagement  of  known  or  suspected  Viet 
Cong  positions.  The  organic  artillery  batteries  habitually  provided 'direct  support 
for  the  maneuver  elements  (squadron)  with  reinforcing  fires  being  provided-by  the  54th 
Artillery  Group  for  operations  in  the  Blackhorse  TAOR.  On  operations  such  as  CEDAR  FALLS 
reinforcing  fires  were  provided  by  the  divisional  general'  support  artillery  battalion. 

Coordination  and  clearance  of  howitzer  batteries  and  h,2"  mortar  fires  for  units 
located  within  the  base  camp  are  handled  by  the  Iieginental  Tactical  Operations  Center 
(ETOC),  This  is  nocossaiy  since  a  Fire  Support  Control  Center  (FSCC)  has  not  been 
established  nor  is  it  provided  for  under  the  present  TC62.  The  RTOC  duty  officer  as¬ 
sumes  this  mission  and  coordinates  ground  and  air  clearance  of  artillery  fires. 

(b)  Employment: 

1  Organic  artillery  (the  three  Squadron  Howitzer  Batteries) 
was  employed  dependent  on  the  mission  assigned  the  Regiment  and  their  parent  unit 
(squadron).  Missions  involving  only  a  squadron,  the  batteiy  was  in  direct  support; 
whilo  if  the  Regiment  was  operating  with  two  squadrons  in  the  field,  one  or  both  of 
the  batteries  would  be  in  direct  support  of  a  c omitted  squadran(e).  During  Operation 
CEDAR  FALLS,  the  Howitzer  Batteries  from  the  2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  ware  placed  under 
the  operational  control  (0PC0N)  on  173rd  Airborne  3rigc.de  with  the  primary  mission 

of  providing  direct  support  to  the  Regiment,  This  arrangement  proved  to  'on  quite  sat¬ 
isfactory  and  olirainatedthe  need  for  the  Regiment  to  operate  a  FSCC.  Additionally,  it 
made  the  artillajy  support  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigodo 
and  eliminated  th8  requirement  for  individual  security  farces  to  secure  the  artillery 
positions. 

2  Genoral  Support  artillery  is  eryloyed  from -its- own  base  camp 
firing  positions  (SUth  Artillery  Group),  Blackhorse  Baso  Carp  or  in  forward  firing 
positions.  Long  range  fires  are  provided  daily  for  convoys  operating  botweon  tho  bade 
camp  and  I/HS  Bill!  and  on  call  for  targets  of  opportunity  within  the  Blackhox'so  TAOR. 

3  Mortars  orgoiic  to  the  Armored  Cavalry  Platoons  are  normally 
employed,  in  buttoty  at  troop  or  squadron  level.  Whenever  a  squadron  is  assigned  the 
mission  of  scouting  the  baso  comp  the  mortars  are  placed  under  squadron  control  and 
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tied  in  with  its  Howitzer  Battery.  There  were  several  reasons  for  the  decision  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  mortars  in  battery:  1)  the  minimum  range  of  the  4.2"  mortar,  2)  the  require¬ 
ment  for  providing  security  for  the  guns,  and  3)  the  absence  of  platoon  operations  which 
cover  wide  areas  like  those  that  would  be  encountered  in  Europe.  The  mortars  for  the 
most  part  have  been  fired  dismounted  due  to  their  range  and  the  slower  rate  of  advance 
in  counterinsurgency  operations.  By  dismounting  the  mortar  it  also  makes  the  M106  mor¬ 
tar  carrier  available  for  the  security  of  the  firing  posit  ions. 

(c)  Combat  Operations: 

During  the  ambush  of  2  December  reinforcing  fires  were  provided 
by  Battery  C,  1st  Battalion,  35th  Artillery  displaced  to  SU01  CAT  to  provide  general 
support  for  the  1st  Squadron's  Howitzer  Battery.  On  4-6  December,  Battery  B,  2nd  Bat¬ 
talion,  35th  Artillery  moved  to  the  base  camp  to  provide  reinforcing  fires  in  support 
of  3rd  Squadron's  (operation  ATLANTA)  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  southern 
portion  of  the  TAOR.  On  Operat ion . DAN  TAM  81,  Battery  B,  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery 
(155  SP)  and  Battery  C,  7th  Battalion,  9th  Artillery  (105)  were  attached  to  the  1st 
Squadron  from  8  thru  29  December  in  support  of  operations  north  of  VO  DAT  in  the  "Rice 
Bowl"  area.  To  facilitate  coordination,  a  liaison  team  from  the  54th  Artillery  Group 
was  provided  the  Squadron's  Fire  Support  Coordinator  (FSCOORD)  to  assist  in -coordination 
and  control  of  the  three  batteries  (How  1-11,  B-2-35,  C-7-9).  Howitzer  Battery,  2nd 
Squadron  was  placed  OPCON  to  3rd  Battalion,  319th  Artillery  Fire  Direction  Center  (FDC). 
Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  was  the  first  time  the  Regiment  (minus  the  1st  Squadron)  operated 
its  artillery  from  an  artillery  base  instead  of  remaining  with  the  squadrons.  The  two 
howitzer  batteries  were  placed  OPCON  to_ the  3rd  Battalion,  319th  Artillery  which' was 
providing  support  for  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  and  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  from  fire 
support  bases  (FSB)  in  the  vicinity  of  BEN  CAT.  The  result  of  the  consolidation 
facilitated  coordination  ard  enabled  fires  to  be  massed  with  minimum  delay. 

(d)  Ordnance  Expended: 

NOVEMBER 


Howitzer 

Battery, 

1st 

Squadron  . 

• 

• 

.  2960 

Howitzer 

Battery, 

2nd 

Squadron  . 

• 

• 

.  3040 

Howitzer 

Battery, 

3rd 

Squadron  . 

• 

• 

•  924 

Totals  . 

• 

• 

•  6924 

DECEMBER 

Howitzer 

Battery, 

1st 

Squadron  . 

• 

• 

.  3196 

Howitzer 

Battery, 

2nd 

Squadron  . 

♦ 

.  2077 

Howitzer 

Battery, 

3rd 

Squadron  . 

• 

• 

.  .2589 

Totals  . 

• 

• 

.  7862 

JANUARY 

Howitzer 

Battery  > 

1st 

Squadron  . 

« 

« 

.  1480 

Howitzer 

Battery, 

2nd 

Squadron  . 

• 

0 

.  9378 

Howitzer 

Battery, 

3rd 

Squadron  . 

• 

* 

.  7365 

Totals  . 

* 

.18223 

TOTAL  ROUNDS  EXPENDED  FOR  THE  QUARTER 

0 

33009 

5.  (U)  Training. 

a.  Unit  Training,  Unit  level  training  included  maintenance  OJT,  and  weapons 
familiarization  and  proficiency  firing  conducted  regularly  throughout  the  period. 

During  the  month  of  November  an  increase  in  operational  commitments  prevented  extensive 
unit  level  training,  however  periods  between  operations  were  utilized  to  evaluate  and 

\ 
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iaprotsskill  levels  in  tillage  operations,  tunasi  exploration  and  destruction,  pat¬ 
rolling,  and  nmni/i  unit  tactical  employment'.  Support  squads  in  Armored  Cavalry 
Platoons  no  re  trained' for  employment  in  battery,  and  skill  levels  in  mortar  FDC- oper¬ 
ations  ;tiere  improved,  Similar,  training  was  continued  when  possible  through  December 
and  January, 

b«  Replacement  Training >  In  accordance  with  USAHV  and'  H  FFCBCE  V  require¬ 
ments,  replacements  newly  arrived  in  the  Regiment  from  as  elements  cut-of«c  ountiy  re¬ 
ceived  a  program  of  instruction  aimed  at  filling  the  cop  between  Vietnam-oriented  train¬ 
ing  ocnluctod  out-of-country,  and  aotual  caabat  operations.  During  the  month  of  Hav— 
ember  and  thrul2  December, -the  individual  squadrons  irero.  requirod  to  present  .their  own 
forty.hour  program  of  instruction  for  replacements,  based  upon  guidance  provided  in 
BSAIW  Regulation  3S6-1,  HFFOTOE  V  Training  Circular  Humber  1  and  a  recommended  program 
of  instruction  published  by  the  Regimental  S-3. 

Effective  12  December;  a  fifty-two  hour  program  of  instruct!  cn  waa  initiated  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Regimental  Training  Officer,  and  conducted  by  a  cadre  of  six 
HCO's  (two  from  each  squadron),  idth  assistance  from  919fch  Engineer  Company,  37th 
liedical  Cccpany,  and  the  Regimental  Aviation  Platoon,  '(See  Inclosure  It;, 

The  expansion  of  the  program  from  forty  to  fifty- two  hours  was  done  to  provide 
additional  time  necessary  to  present  training  in  tactics  peculiar  to  armored  cavalry 
unito  in  Vietnam,  and  familiarization  training  on  the  numerous  new  items  of  equipment 
employed  in  the  Regiment, 

During  Cporation  CEDAR  FAILS  in  January, .  as  a  result  of  increased  personnel  losses 
duo  to  casualties,  coupled  with  normal  projected  losses,  it  became  necessary  to  initiate 
an  accelerated  program  of  instruction  for  replacements,  aimed  at  reducing  the  time  lag 
between  the  arrival  of  a’  replacement,  and  his  availability  for  employment  as  a  nenbox'  of 
his  now  unit.  The  fifty-two  hour  program  was  reduced  to  forty  hours,  to  be  presented 
over  a  four  day  period.  While  operating  under  the  accelerated  program  was  continued 
only  until,  the  shortage  of  personnel  in  lino  units  was  alleviated,  at  which  time  the 
program  reverted  to  the  fifty-two  hour,  six  and  one  half  day  schedule. 

Based  upon  experiences  during  Iteration  CEDAR  FALLS,  the  accelerated  program  was 
reviewed  and  standardised  for  use  as  a  contingency  plan,  in  the  event  of  a  personnel 
8hcrtago  similar'  to  that  which  occurred  during  that  operation,  (Seelnclosure  U). 

Due  to  the  impossibility  .of  predicting  the  date  of  arrival  of  a  given  number  of 
replacements,  it  is  necessary  that  the  program  bo  conducted  on  a  continual  basis.' 

Whether  the  class  receiving  the  instruction  is  one  man  or  one  hundred  men,  the  classes 
are  prosc;Acd  in  the  same  sequence,  .Vs  apraault,  a  replacement  can  begin  the  course  on 
any  day  of  tho  wook,  and  have  received  all  the  instruction  at  the  end  of  seven  days. 

During  the  period  12  Docenfcer  1966  to  %  January  1967,  a  total  of  Uj8  replacements 
completed  the  program  of  instruction. 

o.  Hew  Equipment  Training:  Since  arriving  Ja. country,  the  Regiment- bos  re¬ 
ceived  a  number  of  .  new  items  of  equipment,  which,  because  they  are  new  to  the  inventory 
of  items,  available  to  units,  are  unfamiliar  to  personnel  within  the-  Regiment.  Hi  order 
to  provide  personnel  with  the  basic  knowledge  necessary  to  train  at  unit  level  with 
thoso  items,,  training  teams  from  both  within  the  Regiment  and  fran  caanands  outside 
tho  Regiment  presented  classes  to  selected  personnel.  These  personnel  wore  later 
utilized  as  instructors  at  squadron,  troop/ccmpany/battery  level  to -familiarize  in¬ 
dividuals  on  a  need  to  knew  basis  on  the  various  items  of  now  equipment. 

.  (1)  ACAV  Bridging.  Following  the  development  of  the  ACAV  launched  bridging 
ayttera  by  the  DS  Any  Engineer  School,  and  tie  delivery  cf  the  equipment  to  trcop3  within 
tho  Regiment,  a  trslning  cdvieory  team  woe  establishod-'to  assist  units  in  assembly  of  tho 
various  components  of  the  system  .and  seme  of  the  techniques  utilized  in  its  employment. 

(2)  JKlrEla  Basal  upon  experiences  of  the  various  units  in-country  aimed 
with  the  2K16E1,  the  Army  Weapons  Command  detennined  that  the  source  of  the- majority 
of  ,iho  nolfunotiona  experienced  with  tho  weapon  in  the  field  wap  a  lack  of  knowltdgs 
on  :the  proper  methods  of  caro,  clearing,  and  maintenance..  During  November  a- training 
teem  from  Weapons  Commend  presented  eight  hours  of  instruction  to  selected  personnel  from 
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the  squadxcns  on  the  BftSsl,  its  magaftma,.  and  its  awrauniticn.  These  personnel 
subsequently  utilised  by  the  equadrcM'  in  proeerrting  similar  instruction  at  unit  level, 

'  (3) '  BOiiS 'Qronodo  Launcher.  As  with  the  iffl.6El,  a  training team  iron  the. 
Weakens  C.aiand  presented  instruction  to, Selected  personnel  from  the  squadrons,  who 
subsequently  presented  similar  instruction  at  unit  level, 

(h)  IMli7  System*  As  a  result  .of  restrictions.,placed  upon  the  e^losment 
of  this  system,  a  K£j  team  was  requested  through  3T  WWS 
struction  was -subsequently  received  by  selected  personnel  in  the  Mr Cavalry 
As  a  result,  the  Regiment  now  has  five  personnel  who  have  been  certified  as  quolafioc. 
in  the  handling  of  this  munition,  and  four  aircrew?  certified  as- qualified  to  onpl-cy 
the  system. 

(5)  M109  Howitzer.  During  .January,  the  three  , Howitzer  ' Batteries  in  the 
Regiment  exchanged  their  K108. Howitzers  for'  M109s.  In  order  to  f a^lit&te  the  retiaa*- 
inp  of  the  gun  crews,  twelve  men  per  battery  were  sent  to  various  catteries  in  the 
5Uth  Artillery  Group  equipped  with  the  M109,  to  become  familiar  with  the  equipment  ana 
its  operation.  ‘ 

d.  Specialised  Trainings 

(1)  Tunnel  toerations.  During  November,  5  EM  and  one  officer  frem  ?19th 
Engineer  Company  attended  a  six  hour  block  of  instruction  on  tunnel  operations,  which 
included  techniques  of  exploration  and  destruction.  Training  was  conducted  by  the 
588th  Engineer  Group  at  CD  CHI.  These  six  personnel  were  utilised  to  assist  in  train- 
ing  othor  tunnel  teams  within  the  Regiment* 

(2)  Kocondo  School,  As  a  first  step  in  organizing  a  Long  Range  Reconnais¬ 

sance  Patrol  (LRRP)  within  the  Regiment,  twelve  men  ware  selected  frem  the  squadrons 
and  tho  Air  Cavalry  Troop  to  form  the'  nucleus  of  two  six  man  teams.  These  two  teams 
were  to  bo  v.codto establish  operational  techniques  and  investigate  problems  i*ichadsht 
S  L  porting  a  LRRP.  '  dS-a  means  of  insuring  aWghsUto+of  training  withinthese 
two  teams*  ail  twelve  men  were  sent  to  the  MA.CV  Re  condo  School  at  NE*  Of 

twelve;  oiily  one  man  completed  the  three  week  course.  The  principal  shortcoming  on  the 
port  of  the  eleven  men  who  failed  to  complete  the  course  was  a  lack  of  knowledge  or  basic 
map  reading.  Sloe  of  the  eleven  also  failed  to  meet  minimum  physical  litness  atandards . 

It  is  felt  that  those  dropped  for  map  reading  as  rail  as  the  ones  for  physical  condition¬ 
ing  would  probably  have  been  able  to  complete  the  course,  but  for  those  two  areas,  ice 
two  principal  causes  of  the  failures  was  the  lack  of-  definitive  guidance  of  entrance 
requirements  coupled  with  the  heed  for  pre-school  refresher  training  on  particular  areas 
stressed  by  the  school-. 

6.  (U)  Aviation. 

a.  Generals  During  the  reporting  period,  the  last  aviation  element  (Air  Cav¬ 
alry  Troop)  organic  to  the  Regiment  arrived  in-country  in  December.  Tho  following  month 
its  equipment  arrived  by  ship  and  was  off  loaded- at  VUNG  TAU,  Prior  to  the  arrival  of 
the  .Ur  Cavalry  Troop  fa  aircraft  its- flight  personnel  flaw  missions  with  other  aviation 
unites  in  -country  and  assisted  the  Regimental  Aviation  Platoon.  Aviation  operations  were 
varied  and  experienced  a  marked  increase  over  the  last  quarter.  Activities  included:  coo 
combat  sorties,  7,953  combat  support  sorties,  9,U2U  troops  airlifted,  and  199  tons  of 
cargo  moved.  These  results  achieved  within  the  resources  of  the  Regimental  Aviation 
Platoon  and  the  Squadron  Aviation  Sections. 

b.  Employment:  Aviation  resources  rare  utilized  and  employed  based  on  the 
type  of  aircraft  and  weapons  systems  available.  DH-J.C  helicopters  provided: 

(1)  Reaction  forces  against  ambush  forces  and  sites; 

(2)  River  surveillance  coverage  and  route  reconnaissance; 

(3) '  Escort  for  TO-lD's  during  medloal  evacuations,  combat  troop  lifts 
and  resupply  missions  into  unsecure  areas, of  operations. 
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UE-1D  aircraft  were  principally ■ utilized  for  speaker  and,  leaf  let-drop  missions, 
command  and  control,  combat  troop  lift,  logistical1  troop  lift,  cargo  missions,  and  ■ 
medical  evacuation  (DCSTCFF).  liaison  and  administrative  support  were  also  provided 
by  the  ffli-lD's, 

The  CK~23G«s  were  utilized  mainly  for  ccsnmand  and  control,  reconnaissance,  and 
fire  adjustment  at  -  squadron  level, 

c.  Techniques:  The  organic  aircraft  provide  the  Regiment  with  command  and 
control  support -for  the, Regimental  Headquarters,  command  and  control  for  each  squadron 
and  for  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop,  aerial  fire  support  in  the  form  of  a  rapid  reaction  force 
(Aero-Scout  Platoons),  aerial  artillery  support  (Heavy  Weapons/ Aerial  Artillery  Platoon 
for  employment  against  known  targets,  and  a  mobile  air-ground  intelligence  gathering  and 
limited  reaction  force  (Aero-Rifle  Platoon).. 

-  Each  of  the  three  aviation  sources  (squadron  aviation1  sections, , regimental  aviation 
platoon  and  air  cavalry  troop)  within  the  Regiment  have  been  tailored  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  unit  being  supported.  The, Regimental  Aviation  Platoon, provides  five  0H23's  for 
command  and. control. support  within  the  Regimental  Headquarters,  one  UH-1D  equipped  with 
command.- and  control  radio  console  for  the  Regimental  Commander  and  five  UH-lDs  for  general 
support  of  the  Regiment.  Each  squadron  has  4  OH-23GS  for  command  and  control  support. 

d.  Maintenance: 

(1)  Aircraft  availability  for  the  reporting  period  of  the  Regimental 
Aviation 'Platoon's  and  squadron  aircraft  were  as  follows: 


m 

DSC 

JA1J 

AVG 

UH-1C 

81? 

86? 

Transferred 

83o? 

HMD 

89? 

91? 

67? 

82.3? 

OH-233 

59% 

82? 

51% 

6U.OJ5 

Equipment 

doadlined  for 

maintenance: 

BIKLC 

9% 

lit? 

Transferred 

11.3? 

UK -ID 

9? 

33? 

17.6? 

GR-23G 

19 % 

15? 

1*8? 

27.6? 

(2)  The  increased  equipment  deadlined  for  maintenance -(E.D.M.)  for  the 
month  of  January,  resulted  from  a  rash  of  tail  boom  failures  on  the  BB-lD's. 

(3)  During  the  month  of  January,  the  398th  CHJM  Detachment  started  to' 
move  into  the  31a.ckhorso  Base  Camp,  thus  providing  on  site  direct  support  maintenance  for 
the  Regiment's  aircraft.  This  move  should  produce  greater  efficiency  and  facilitate  main¬ 
tenance  support  for  the  forty-eight  helicopters  currently  stationed  in  the  bnso  camp. 

7.  (U).  Logistics. 

a.  General:  During  the  reporting  period  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  and 
attached  units  have  been  adequately  supported  by  the  29th  General  Support  Group,  3ut)> 
General  Support  Group  and  the  Uljth  lledical  Brigade. 

b.  Evaluation  of  the  logistical  support  rendered  the  Regiment. 

(1)  Class  I  -  Class  I  support  has  been  provided  by  the  1st  Logistical 
Command  Forward  Support  Area  (FSA)  located  in  the  Regimental  Base  Camp  at  LONG  GIAO 
(YS  4497).  Support  hasbeen  adequate  with  the  exception  of  ice  deliveries  to  the  FSA. 

The  average  delivery  has  been  5000-5500  pounds  which  when  divided  equally  amounts  to  600- 
900  lbs  per  1000-1100  headcount.  The  basic  components  of  an  ice  plant  were  delivered  on 
19  January  to  the  base  camp  for  installation  by  Pacific  Architects  and-Engineers  (PA&E). 
However,  since  the  initial  delivery,  construction  has  not  started.  The  basic  materials 
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required  to  construct  the  facilities  that  house  the  plant  have  never  been  delivered 
even  though  the  construction  manager  is  available  on  site.  Since  the  arrival  of  the 
components  the  cooling  tower  has  since  been  retrieved  by  PA&E  officials  at  LONG  BINH 
to  replace  one  at  that  location  that  was  damaged  by  a  carelessly  operated  bulldozer. 

(2)  Class  IX  and  IV.  The  only  major  item  of  equipment  not  yet  received 
is;  9  Launcher  M60A1;  FSN  5420-889-2020;  UIC  WAY6T0;  RQN  No.  A23640-6082-0093 ;  1PD-02. 
Until  January  1967  the  Regiment  was  required  to  return  to  the  field  depot  to  pick  up 
Class  II  and  IV  major  end  items  and  supplies.  Since  then  Class  II  and  IV  supplies  and 
equipment  have  been  shipped  to  the  506th  Supply  and  Service  Company  located  at  the  FSP 
in  the  Regimental  Base  Camp. 

(3)  Class  III  -  The  Regiment  is  supported  by  the  64th  QM  Battalion  (POL), 
Class  III  support  has  baen  outstanding. throughout  the  reporting  period. 

(4)  Class  V  -.  The  Regiment  receives  Class:'/  support  from  the  3rd  Ordnance 
Battalion  ASP  located  at  LONG  BINH.  Planned  construction  of  an  ASP  in  the  11th  Armored 
Cavalry  Base  Camp  has  been  postponed  pending  the  availability  of  engineer  support  in 
accordance  with  established  base  camp  development  priorities.  The.ASR  on  selected  items 
of  Class  V  has- restricted  the  employment  of  105mm  howitzers,  4.2"  mortars,  M79  grenade 
launchers,  aerial  rockets,,  claymore  mines;  however  the  ammunition. available  has  been 
adequate  -to  support  all  operations  planned  or  conducted  to  date. 

(5)  Maintenance.  Direct  support  maintenance  is  provided  the 
Regiment  by  the  188th  Maintenance  Battalion.  In  all  areas,  with  the  exception  of 
signal,  the  maintenance  support  has  been  excellent.  Signal  support  has  not  been 
satisfactory  due  to  an  Insufficient  float  stock  at  direct  support  (DS)  level  and 
an  apparent  shortage  of  signal  repair  parts  at  all  echelons  of  maintenance  support. 
Currently  71  radio  components  have  been  job  ordered  to  DS  for  more  than  30  days. 

17  radios  have  been  ordered  for  over  90  days. 

c.  Transportation:  The  Regiment  lacks  organic  transportation  to  effect 
unit  distribution  for  supplies  from  the  Regimental  Trains  FSA  to  itn  subordinate- 
unit',.  A  request  for  additional  transportation  assets  has  been  submitted  by  command 
letter. 

d.  Services : 

(1)  laundry.  Laundry  facilities  have  been  provided  by  Quartermaster 
Laundry  Contract  #IUJKil6?-0-86,  since  6  December.  1966,  During  the  period  12  December 
■>y66  to  1U  January  196 V,  the  service  vas  unsatisfactory  because,  of  an  uncontracted 
input  of  laundry.  Since  ll*  January  the  service  has,  been  exceptional.  One  laundry 
and  bath  team  from  the  506th  Supply  and  Service  Coup  any  provides  services  in  the 

base  caiqi  and  during  combat  operations, 

(2)  Graves  Hegistraiion  -  Groves  registration  is  provided  by  the 
5o6th.  Supply  and.  Service  Company, 

e.  lledlcal: 

(l)  General.  Medical  activities  during  the  reporting  period  dealt 
primarily  with  the  initial  treatment  of  wounds,  and  evacuation  of  casualties  and 
the  diagnosis  and- treatment  of  individual  afflictions.  Services  wore  also  rendered 
in  the  form  of  K2DCAPS  in  conjunction  kith  civic  action  projocts  cccducted  in  the 
LCiW  KRVKK  and  BIHK  TOY  Provinces,  Over  a  th;usari  Vietnamese  received  medical 
attention  ranging  from  respiratory  disorders  to  acute  diet  deficiencies.  Evacuation 
of  casualties  is  principally  by  air  (90?)  utilizing  DUST0TFS  and/or  organi'-' 
helicopters.  All  wounded  patients  in  the  field  uero&lr  evacuated. 

(?.)  Diseases.  Malaria  continues  to  be  the  most  frequently  encountered 
infectious  dl.ooace  during  the  quarter.  In  the  month  of  Do  comber  there  were  21 
casesj  an  iricroqse  oyer  November.  However  there  were  only  9  cases  in  January. 

The  rosultrnt  decrease  can  be  traced  to  greater  emphasis  on  individual  protective 
measures  at  the  lower  levels  of  command  and  the  wore  liberal  use  of  aerial,  ami 
ground  spray  insecticides.  It  is. expected  that.- this  downward  trend  should 
continue  in  February, 
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(3)  Evacuation  and  hospitalization. 

(a)  Type: 

1  Diseaso  -  193 

2  Injury  -  6? 

2  uau  -  91 

(b)  location: 

1  93rd  Evacuation  Hospital  -  28? 


2  3rd  Field  Hospital  -  11 

2  3rd  Surgical  Hospital  -  23 
U  1st  Hedical  -  U 

5  JU'.'h  Evacuation  Hospital  -  26 

6  12th  Evacuation  Hospital  -  2 

(c)  Evacuation  (transfers): 


1  36th  Evacuation  Hospital  -  36 

2  6th  Convalescence  Kospital.Cam  Hahn  Bay  -  21 

3  21st  C3F-TSH  AFB  (COilUS  or  Japan)  -  $U 
f.  Problem  Areas: 

(1)  Problem  -  the  13th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  does  not  have  an 
orgardo  support  battalion  or  support  command. 

(2)  Discussion. 

(a)  The  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  is  not  organized  or  equipped 
to  provide  regimental  level  combat  service  support  for  subordinate  and  attached  units. 
Complete  dependence  is  placed  on  the  Field  Army  Support  Command  (FASCOM)  for  logistical 
support.  Tactical  operations  in  Vietnam  require  FASCOM  elements  to  be-tailored  to 
provide  responsive  direct  support.  Combat  support  must  be  provided  on  an  attached, 
supporting  or  mission-type  basis  as  required  by  the  regimental  mission  and  the  distance 
that  its  elements  are  operating  from  the  logistical  base.  Field  Army  Support  should 
include  the  following  units  or  elements  thereof: 

JL  Engineer  water  purification  team 

2  Signal  direct  support  detachment 
3  Medical  company  and  aercraedical  evacuation,  units 
U  Direct  sirnorb  maintenance  units 
f>  Army  Postal  Unit 

6  Quartermaster  bath  and  clothing  exchange  team 

7  Quartermaster  graves  registration  team 

8  Direct  sup  lort  aircraft  maintonarxe  company 

9  Transportation  medium  truck  ccrapany  elements 
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10  Transportation  heavy  truck  company  (tank  transporters) 

11  Mobile  supply  points 

12  Military  police  platoon 

13  Civil  affairs  team 

(b)  Some  of  the  above  support  units  have  been  provided  to  the  Regi¬ 
ment  by  attachment  such  as  the  919th  Engineer  Company,  37th  Medical  Company,  and  11th 
AA  Pit,  2nd  CA  Co 'Civil  Affairs  team.  Maintenance  support  is, provided  on  an  area  sup¬ 
port  basis  from  the  29th  General  Support  Group  by  the  188th  Maintenance  Battalion  with 
the  551st  Light  Maintenance  Company  .attached.  A  postal  team  from  the  41st  APU  attached 
to  the  188th  Maintenance  Battalion  is  located  in  XUAN  LOC  to  provide  area  postal  service. 
In  addition  the  266th  QM  Battalion  has  the  mission  of  operating  a  forward  supply  point 

in  the.  Regimental  Base  Camp  which  includes  a  laundry  and  bath  detachment  and  a  graves 
registration  team  from  the  506th  Supply  and  Service  Company.  The  506th  Supply  and  Service 
Company  is  presently  moving  from  the  LONG  BINH  area  to  the  Regimental  Base  Camp  to  provide 
a  formal  stock  record  account  for  Class  II  and  IV  supplies.  The  506th  Supply  and  Service 
presently  operates  a  Class  I  point  arid  a  Class  III-II1A  point  in  the  base  camp.  The  Regi¬ 
ment  receives  direct  support  aircraft  maintenance  on  an  area  basis  from  the  34th  General 
Support  Group  and  has  received  attachment  of  a  Transportation  Aviation  Maintenance 
detachment. 

(c)  The  Regiment  does  not  have  transportation  truck  elements,  mobile 
supply  points  or  a  military  police  platoon;  these  units  are  required  to  provide  com¬ 
plete  combat  service  support  to  the  Regiment. 

(3)  Action  taken  by  .the  Regiment  to  correct  the  problem  -  A  command 
letter  requesting  attachment  of  a  support  battalion  has  been  submitted  thru  CG  II 
FFORCE  V  to  CG  USAP.V. 


a.  The  psychological  warfare  effort  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  is 
•supported  by  the  10th  Mobile  Field  Propaganda  Team  from  the  246th  Psychological  Oper¬ 
ations  Company  in  BIEN  HOA.  In  the  period  November  1966  thru  January  1967,  the  team 
condicted  58  psychological  warfare  operations,  in  which  there  were  2,955,500  leaflets 
dropped  and  52.2  hours  of  broadcast  time.  The  psychological  operations  for  this  quarter 
can  generally  be  divided  into  two  types;  direct  tactical  support  of  squadron  operations 
at  the  request  of  the  squadron  and  operations  which  are  originated  by  the  Field  Team 
itself-  based  on  its  intelligence  and  targeting..  Significant  psychological  warfare 
activities  of.  the  quarter  were  as  follows: 

(1)  The  establishment  of  rapport  and  intelligence  sources  with  the  various 
government  agencies  operating  in  the  area  around  the  base  camp  at  LONG  GIAO.  Associations 
developed  with  Sub-sector  and  Sector  officials  has  enabled  the  Regiment  to  conduct  psy¬ 
chological  operations  without  duplicating  the  efforts  of  other  agencies  or  leaving  gaps 
in  the  areas  covered.  The  establishment  of  a  close  working  relationship  with  the  LONG 
KHANH  Province  Chieu  Hoi  Center  has  provided  the  team  with  material  for  broadcasts  and 
leaflets  and  intelligence  for  potential  PSYOPS  targets.  Intelligence  gained  by  the 

tea'll!  was  also  used  in  tactical  operations  by  the  Regiment.  HOI  CHANS  (returnees)  pro- 
curred  by  the  team  have  led  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  forces  to  two  VC  base  camps 
on  one  occasion  and  identified  forty  VC  families  on  another  occasion. 

(2)  The  team  has  supported  six  cordon  and  search  operations  usirig  aerial 
broadcasts  immediately  after  the  area  was  sealed  off  telling  the  people  the  purpose 

of  the  operation  and  to  give  them  general  instructions.  For  the  most  part,  the  instruc¬ 
tions  were  complied  with  thus  facilitating  the  operation. 

(3)  Loudspeaker  missions  were  employed  extensively  during  Operation  CEDAR 
FALLS  appealing  to  the  VC  in  the  area  to  surrender.  This  produced  a  number  of  ralliers 
who  were  utilized  to- make  live  broadcasts  to  their  former  comrades  within  a  few  hours 
after  they  turned  themselves  in.  This  proved  very  successful  in  producing  nore  ralliers. 
On  one  occasion,  six  VC  came  out  and  turned  themselves  in  while  a  former  comrade  was 
broadcasting  to  them. 
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(4)  During  the  month  of  January,  the  team  planned,  in  conjunction  with 
Provincial  agencies,  a  joint  TET  Campaign  for  LONG  KHANH  Province  to  encourage  VC  of 
the  area  to  rally  during  or  after  the  TET  season.  A  copy  of  the  plan  is  attached  as 
inclosure  2.  In  support  of  the  Blackhorse  psychological  warfare  effort,  the  246th 
Psychological  Operations  Company  produced  eight  special  leaflets  for  the  Regiment.  The 
special  and  stock  leaflets  dropped  during  the  quarter  are  inclosed- in  inclo'sure  3  to 
this  report. 


B.  Civic  Action:  Civic  action  (CA)  activities  during  the  quarter  included 
ME DC APS,  transporting' and  dispensing  of  foodstuffs  to  need?  Vietnamese  families  and  the 
initiation  of  English  language  classes.  An  effective  and  responsive  system  was  also 
devised  for  affecting  coordination  between  the  many  local  agencies  concerned  with  CA 
natters  and  projects, 

(1)  In  November  the  Ileginental  3-S  established  excellent  and  valuable 
relationships  idth  the  local  Vietnamese  officials,  from  Province  level  down  to  many  of 
the  local  villages.  This  firm  foundation  of  good  will  has  been  of  great  value  on  sub¬ 
sequent  CA  projects. 

(2)  During  the  month  of  December,  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  conducted  MED- 
CAPs  in  SUI  CA,  CAM  IE  and  TARi'PHOMG,  treating  a  total  of  520  patients.  During  the 
lffiDCAP  of  CAM  IE,  the  village  school  officials  asked  for  assistance  from  the  Regiment. 
Acting  on  their  request,  supplemental  foodstuffs  were  denoted  and  CARE  school  kits  were 
requested.  During  the  month,  5,  >00  lbs  of  milk,  cooking  oil,  and  rice  were  donated  to 
needy  families.  The  Blaehhcrso  co-sponsored  with  District  officials  a  Christmas  party 
at  TANK  PHONG  on  21*  December  1966,  Two  bridges  and  eight  culverts  were  constructed 
during  the  period,  and  one  playground  repaired.  Effective  15  December  1966,  the  11th 
AA  Platoon  of  the  2nd. Civil  Affairs  Company  was  attached  to  the  Regiment. 

(3)  During  the  month  of  January,  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry,  performed  MEDCAPs 
at  31111!  LOC,  feeding  over  1*00  people  while  they  ware  being  screened  and  questioned  during 
a  cordon-  and  search  operation.  Of  the  rice  captured  during  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS,  the 
Regiment  arranged  for  the  evacuation  of  175  tons,  which  were  subsequently  donated  to 
USAID  for  distribution  to  needy  families.  MEDCAPs  continued  to  be  conducted  throughout 
tho  month;  a  total  of  1*50  patients  were  treated  during  the  month.  In  addition,  the 
Regiment  assisted  the  sub-sector  advisor  and  his  counterpart  in  drawing  up  a  rehabili¬ 
tation  plan  for  the  District  Headquarters  Compound,  which  included  Popular  Force  depen¬ 
dent  housing.  This  plan  will  serve  as  the  basis  for  a  civic  action  project  in  which 

the  11th  Armorod  Cavalry  will  be  a  participant.  English  cla.sses  were  started  at  the 
on u  of  January  with  an  initial  class  of  25  students. 

(1*)  During  the  quarter,  continued  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  necessity 
for  close  liaison  and  coordination  between  US  and  Vietnamese  personnel  responsible 
for  the  conduct  of  civic  action  projects.  This  coordination  has  helped  reduce  dup¬ 
lication  of  effort  and  brought  about  e  free  exchange  of  info:rmation  and  ideas. 
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SECTION  ii 

COMMANDER'S  OBSERVATIONS  AND'RECOMIENUATIONS 

1.  OBSERVATIONS  (Lessons  Learned) 
a.  (U)  Operations. 

(1)  Item;  Air  Strikes. 

Discussion:  When  light  Viet- Cong  contact  is  gained  in  jungle  ter- 
rain..the  immediate  use  of  TAC-Air  ofte.;  momentarily  delays  the  ground  elements  from 
moving  against  the  enemy.  Thus  immediate  contact  is  frequently  lost  and  in  some 
cases  never  regained. 

Observation:  Air  support  should  be  used- judiciously  and  commen¬ 
surate  with  available  ground  forces  and-  firepower  and  the  enemy  force  being  engaged. 

(2)  Item:  Treatment  of  Villagers. 

Discussion:  In  villages  of  considerable  size. being  searched  early 
In  the  morning  (prior  to  breakfast)  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  feeding  of 
the  villagers.  It  becomes  a  real  hardship  and  a  source  of  agitation  for  families 
held  hours  in  the  open  awaiting  interrogation.  Women  aid  children  should  be  segre¬ 
gated,  checked,  and  released  as  soon  as  possible,  thus  minimizing  the  hard  feelings 
generated’ by  the  search.  This  enables  the  wives  to  return  home  and  go  about  their 
household  tasks- while  the  search  for  concealed  men  continues.  It  also  allows  the 
families,  to-return  with  food  and  water  for  the  men  awaiting  interrogation. 

Observation:;  To  avoid,  alienating  an  entire  village  during  search 
operations,  women  and  young  children  should  be  checked  and  released’  as  quickly  as 
possible. 


(3)  Item:'  Control  of  aerial  fire  support. 


Discussion:  The  problem  of  achieving  maximum  utilization  of  gun- 
ships  over  the  battle  area  can  best  be  attained  by  placing  them  under  the  control  of 
the  airborne  FAC.-  Since  the  FAC  is  already  oriented  on  the  battle-  area  while  the 
gunships  are  usually  responding  to  a  request  for  fire  support  from  the  ground  com¬ 
mander  the  FAC  can  immediately  direct  the  aircraffto  the  area  in  need  of  support. 


Observation:  The  employment  of  airborne  FAC’s  for  control- of  gunships 
over  the  battle  area  increases  their  (gunships)  tactical  utilization. 


2.  RECOMMENDATIONS 


a.  (U)  Intelligence 

(1)  Observation:  Combat  operations  frequently  require  selected  ele¬ 
ments  (IPW  Teems)  of  the  military  intelligence  detachment  to  accompany  each  maneuver 
squadron.  In  most  cases  this  involves  traveling  cross  country  over  rough- terrain  in 
hostile  territory.  Under  the  detachment's  current  configuration  (only  wheeled  vehi¬ 
cles)  it  is  afforded  only  a  limited  mobility  capability  and  no  protection  against 
mines  and  hostile  fire. 


(2)  Recommendation:  That  military  intelligence  detachments  attached 
to  armored  units  be  equipped  with  four  M113  Armored  Personnel  Carriers.  (This  recom¬ 
mendation  has  also  been  presented  to  the  MACOV  Team  currently  visiting  Vietnam). 

b.  (U)  Training  and  Organization. 

(1)  Observation:  Combat  operations  have  demonstrated  the  need  for  an 
M113  Armored  Personnel  Carrier  (modified)  for  each  engineer  platoon  leader.  The 
feasibility  of  using  a  i-ton  truck  as  a  command  and  control  vehicle  in  counterguerilla 
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operations  is  out  of  the  question.  Consequently,  each  platoon  leader  must  'satelite 
himself  on  one  of  his  already  overcrowded  squad  vehicles  for  transportation. 

(2)  Recofiaendsticn:-  That  the. 4;  ton.truck  authorized  for  each  platoon 
leader  be  deleted  and  a  modified  M113  be  issued  in  its  place.  A  USARV  Form  47 
(request  for  Equipment  in  Excess  of  Authorized  Allowances)  has  been  submitted  re¬ 
questing  the  'substitution  by  the  919th  Engineer  Company  (Armored). 

(3)  Observation:  Operational  requirements' habitually  require  the 
engineer  platoon  leader  in  direct  support  of  an  armored  cavalry  squadron  to  monitor 
two  radio  nets.  Radios  currently  authorized  call  only  for  an  AN/GRC46  mounted  on 

a  i-ton  truck  for  each  platoon  leader.  Ai  a  result  he  is  only  able  to  monitor 
either  the  squadron  or  platoon  net  but. not  both. 

(4)  Recommendation:  Add  an  AN/VRC  125  to  the  presently  authorized 
AN/GRC46  and-mount  the  two  sets  in  the  Ml 13  previously  requested-for  the  platoon 
command  and  control  vehicle.  A  USARV  Form  47  has  been  submitted  requesting  this 
addition  by  the  919th  Engineer  Company  (Armored). 

(5)  Observation:  Numerous  suspension, f allures. envolving,  the  M105A2,  1%- 
ton  Cargo  Trailer  were  experienced  on  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS;  At  least  three 
trailers  towed  by  M113's  and  carrying  engineer  equipment,  demolition  gear  and1 
ammunition  for  engineer  squads  sheared  the  rivets  securing  the  front  springhanger 
bracket  to  the  frame.  A  combination  of  weight  and  type  of  terrain  traveled  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  failure.  As  a  field  expedient  case  hardened  bolts  were  utilized 
eliminating  any  further  problems. 

(6)  Recommendation i  Design  a  new  trailer  or  modify  existing  ones  to 
compensate 'for  the  added  stress  and  strain  placed  on  tracked' towed  trailers.  A  tem¬ 
porary  solution  could  be  the  replacement  of  sheared  rivets  with  Bolts,  case  hardened, 
3/8"  x  U;",  FSN  2530-737-3260.  A  UER  has  been  submitted  through  channels  indicating 
this. deficiency. 

(7)  Observation:  The  present  TO&E  for  a  separate  Engineer  Company 
(Armored)  calls  for  a  12-man  squad  with  transport  provided  by  one  M113  Armored 
Personnel  Carrier.  Continuous  combat  operations  have  proven  that  the  squad  is  too 
large  for  the  vehicle.  This  is  especially  true  when  it  is  fully  combat  loaded  with 
four  engineer  squad  toolsets  and  a  complete  basic  load  of  ammunition. 

(8)  Recommend atlon :  The  squad  should  and  can  be  reduced  in  size  to  10 
men  including  the  driver  and  squad  leader  without  reducing  its  overall  combat 
effectiveness.  A  request  for  a  change  was  submitted  in  October  as  a  modification 

to  the  TO&E. 


(9)  Observation:  There  are  no  provisions  for  loading  equipment  in  the 
separate  Engineer  Company  (Armored)  to  support  the  seven  organic  5,-ton  dump  trucks. 
In  order  to  utilize  these  trucks  the  company  must  parasite  itself  on  other  units 
possessing  loading  capabilities.  A  pending  request  for  modification  of  TO&E  5-127F 
authorizes  three  Leader,  Scoop,  Multisegment  bucket,  2%  cubic  yard. 

(10)  Recommendation:  That  this  unit's  attached  engineer  company  be 
issued  two  loaders  to,. enable  it  to  more  effectively  and  efficiently  accomplish  its 
engineer  combat  support  mission., 

(11)  Observation:  There  is  an  apparent  shortcoming  within  the  elec¬ 
trical  system  of  the  M113  Armored  Personnel  Carrier  as  the  Audio-Frequency  Ampli¬ 
fier  AM  1780's  are  failing.  The  fault  appears  to  be  in  the  A520  module  board.  At 
the  present  time  technical  representatives  from  the  Electronics  Command  (ECOM)  are 
studying  the  problem  in  an  attempt  to  find  a  solution. 

(12)  Recommendation:  That  this  problem  be  thoroughly  analyzed  and 
that  some  type  of  voltage  supre3sor  which  has  been  developed,  be  expedited  to  the 
Regiment  for  field  testing.  Arrangements  have  been  made  through  the  ECOM  represen¬ 
tatives  tc  divert  approximately  400  voltage  supressofs  to  the  Regiment  when  they 
arrive  in- country. 
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(13)  Observation:  Thc.Hcdnr  Sot  AN/TPS.J3 ,ho3  proven  to  bo  on  extremely 
sensitive  item  of  equipment.  Consequently,  after  being  jostled  about  in  a  tracked 
vehicle,  it  does  not  operate  properly,  In  addition,  in  dense  undergrowth  end  -in 
rubber  plant' tior.s  it3  r.mgo  is  greatly  reduced  almost  rendering  it  useless. 

(14)  Roftnpya'nflq  t.i :  Permission  i3  being  requested  to  turn  in  tho 
AN/TPS-33  sinco  it  i3  ineffective  and  soldon  used. 

c:  {!?)- -logistics. 

(l)  Observation:  With  tho  increase  in  the  number1 of  armed  helicopters 
in  tho  inventory,  each  major  rmy  installation  needs  to  have  qualified  technical 
personnel  -.available  to  service  and  install’thcse  weapons  systems.  As  the  demands.  , 
for  core  and  more  aviation  units  grow  thos greater  will  bo  the  need  for  'those 
technicians. 


(2)  Rogomnondoti on :  Plans  should  bo  formulated  and  iritialtcd  to  pro¬ 
vide  each  major  army  post  with  qualified  technical  personnel  to, install  and  chock 
helicopter  weapons* subsystems..  For  smaller  postsalike  Fort  Hondo  contact  teams 
could  bo  dispatched- to  tho  Post  .to  assist  technical  omits  supporting'  'the  aviation 
unit  requiring-  assistance. 

(3)  Ohsorvatloh:  Aircraft  received  directly  from  the. factory  (Boll) 
for  tho  .vir  Cavalry  Troop  arrived  without  their  weapons  subsystems  installed.  In 
tho  case  of  tho  H-5,.40mn  subsystem  it  required  installation  by  depot  maintenance 
and  required  approximately  a  week  per  aircraft  at  tho  Sow  Cumberland  Army  Depot. 

Ihis  had  an  adverse  effect  on  tho  troop's  tra.-.nii'.g.  Only  60^..  of  its  assigned  air¬ 
craft  were  available -for  tho  troop's  training  test. 


(4)  Becomr.erda'tion :  Future  contracts  should  contain  provisions  for 
the  factory  installation  of  weapons  subsystems  on  the  aircraft  prior  to  delivery 
to  tho  using  unit. 
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ROST®  OF  CCmUEERS 
1  November  1966  -  31  January  396? 

11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  —  COL  William  W.  Ccbb  -  ,* 

Knc/lTusrtersi  and  Headquarters  Troop,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  - 
CRT  lltrven  L.  Doerr  ' 

Air  Cavalry  Troop,  11th  Armored  Caroliy.  Regiment  -  MiJ  Francis  B.  Martin 

1st  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment'  -  ETC  Martin  D.  Hosall 

Hesdquwters  and  Headquarters  Troop,  1st  Squadron  -  CRT  Richard  II.  Fanning 

(1  iiar  -  23  IIcv)  UT  Franklin  F.  Wing  (21;  Hot  -  5  Jan)  CRT  John  E.  Bailey  (5  Jaa-) 

Troop  A,  1st  Squadron  -  CRT  John  2.  Bailoy  (1  Nov-2S'  Bsc)  CRT  John  F.  Votax  (25  Dec-) 

Troop  B,  1st  Squadron  -  CRT.  John  R.  Lai  dry 

Troop  C,  1st  Squadron  -  CPE  Robert  VI.  Garrott  Jr. 

Company  D,  1st  Squadron  -  OFT  Bill  Beasley 

Hocitser  Battery,  1st  Squadron  -  CRT  William  K.  Fr&aae 

2nd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  -  EEC  Kibbey  M.  Horne 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop,  2nd  Squadron  -  CRT  Bob  E.  Shartocrger 

Troop  E,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPT  Richard  M.  Miller 

Troop  F,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPE  Bernard  C.  Batt 

Troon  G,  2nd  Squadron  -  CRE  Gian  J.  Thorson  (1  Nov-  2U  Jan)  CPI  FreScic  H. 

Pl=dd  (5l|  fa  -) 

Corqiary  H,  2nd  Squadron  -  CRT  John  0.  Russell 
Hcwitser  Battery,  2nd  Squadron.-  CPT  William R.  Berry 

3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  —  ETC  Palmer  A.  Petersen  (1  Hot  - 
26  Boa)  EEC  Arthur  F.  Cochran.  (26  Dec  -) 

SfesApwirtera  and  Headquarters  Troop,  3rd  Squadron  -  CRT  Calvin  J.  Reese 
(1  Nov  -  6  Dec)  CEE  Ibc’d  A.  We3>sh  (6  Dee  -) 

Tbuop  X,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Peter  P.  Roroeohak  (1  Bov  -  9  Bov) 

CEE  Joel  R.  Barker  (30  Nov  -) 

Ti-eop  E,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Wayne  P.  Halstead 

Troop  L,  3rd  Squadron  -  OPT  Larry  L.  Mangel 

Campary  M,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Herbert-  C,  Bertel  Jr. 

Hovritsor  Battery  3rd  Squadron  -  CPE  Leonard  Doege 

37th  Medical  Coepany  -  CRT.  Dannie  J.  Blais 

919th  Engineer  Company  (Armored)  -  CRT  Donald  J.  Crocker 

llO?th  Radio  Research  Detachment  CPT  Lee  Gentry 

2l  «r  2$  - 
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51a«t  milts- y  Intelligence  Detachment  -  OPT  Alfred  J.  Dirska  (l  Her  -  lfl  Hot) 
JAJ  Cornelius  L.  Orey  (1?  Hot.  -) 

33rd  Chard. cal  Detachment  «  23T  Jaws  T.  Prioe 

17th  Public  Tnf onati  en  Detachment  -  JRJ  Paul  Bla  dwell  (1  Hot  -  ?  See) 

CP?  CXran  DitcSiiaDi  (8  Dec  -) 

20th  KOliaxy,  History  Detachment  -  M1J  Erase  R,  Hilsscn 
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tet-  canpadh  -  1967  Kara  khahh  mortxx 


1.  The  1967  TZT-  Caroaign  in  LOB  EffiiHH  Provinoe  is  a  Joint  effort  of 
province  aid  district  off iciala,- DB.'JD,  VIC  and  tha  S-*>  of  the  Uth  Arnwred 
Caraiiy  Regiment. 

2.  The  objectives-  o f  the  earpaign  arei 

a.  To  produce  the  mariirun  nunfcer  of  Viet  CongANR  defectors  thus  re¬ 
ducing  theViot  Ceos' s  effectiveness. 

b.  To  consolidate  the  results-  of  the  post  year  through  a  program  for 
the  returnees  and  their  families, 

c.  To  exploit  the  Psy  war  potential  of  any  ralllors  during  TET. 

3.  On  $  January  1967,  a  planning  conference  was  hold  vith  the  various 
participating  ageicies.  Responsibilities  wore  delineated- with  the  11th  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiment: 

a.  Procuring  Safe  Conduct-  Passes. 

b.  Making  toped  recordings  by  ralliora  for  eaployaont  against  main 
force  and  guerrilla  units  and  Viet  Cong  supporters.  Tho  texts  for  the  ranters- 
to  be  furnished  by  the  CH333tT  HOI  Center. 

c.  Producing  a  relit  er  leaflet  displaying  two  rooent  rallicars.  Texts 
will  be  supplied  by  tho  CHIEtJ  HOI  Center. 

d.  Procuring  supplies  for  a  tea  party  to  be  given  to  rctu/noeo  and 
their  families.  An  estimated  200  persona  are  expected  to  bo  in  attendance; 

In  addition  toys,  cokes,  clothes,  blankets,  cooking  oil  and  sports  equipment 
will  be  needed. 

!>.  The:  Regiment's- plan  for  the  preparation  and  reproduction  of  tho  npeoial 
TET  leaflets  consists  of  four  phases. 

a.  Fhaso  I  -  Preparation  (1.  -  2&  January) 

(1)  Organisation  ced planning  conference. 

(2)  Preparation  of  loaflots,  letters  from  province  chiefs  to 
rotumoos  md  Viet  Cong  families,  tannors,  slogans,  and  camaunity  bulletin 
boards. 


b.  Phase  H  Bx-TET.  (27  January  -  $  February) 

(1)  Presentation  of  films  by  a  ijobilo  audio  -  visual  unit  throu^i- 
out  tho  villages  and  hamlets  of  I-ffiG  EiiHH  Provinco  tolling  about  TET  and  GVH 
policies. 


(2)  The  air  drop  (Blnckhorso  aircraft  to  bo  utilised)  of  a  letter 
from  tho  province  chief  appealing  to  tho  Viet  Cong  to  return  to  tho  Government. 

(3)  Erection  and  disply  of  banners,  slogans  and  bulletin  boards 
in  tho  villages  and  harlots. 


(M  Preparation  and  broadcasting  of  prerecorded  appeals  by  rc~ 
turnoos  to  tho  their  former  oonrodas. 

(5)  Roquost  Viet  Ceng  fanUios  to  write  letters  to  thoir  menfolk 
appealing  to  than  to  rally  under  tho  CMEU.HOI  Prograa. 
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(6)  Obtain  the  assistance  and  develop'  the  confidence  of  the  relig¬ 
ious  organizations  by  inviting  their  representatives  to  an  orientation  tour  of 
the  CHIEU  HOI  Center. 

c.  Phase  III  -  TET  (6-14  February) 

(1) -  Air;drop  locally  produced. and  Blackhorse  Tet  leaflets  and 
letters  from  Premier  Ky  and  the  province  chief. 

(2)  Conduct  aerial,  vehicular  and  stationary  broadcasts. 

(3)  Disseminate  Tet  posters  thourgh  Revolutionary  Development  cadres 

(4)  Present  films  Kith  cultural  drama  groups  augmented  by  armed 
propaganda  teams  extolling  the  CHIEU  HOI  Program. 

(5)  Conduct  tea  party  for  returnees  and  their  families  at  the  CHIEU 
HOI  Center.  Local  officials  and  prominent  citizens  will  also  be  invited  to  attend 

d.  Phase  IV  -  Post  Tet  (15  -  25  February) 

(1)  Continue  leaflet  drops  and  broadcasts. 

(2)  Encourage  Tet  ralliers  to  write  letters  to  former  comrades 
and  make  recordings,  appealing  to  them  to  rally  to  the  GVN. 

.(3)  Continue  sending  letters  to  families  of  Viet  Cong  soliciting 
them  to  have  their  loved. ones  return  to  the  GVN. 


2  Inclosures 

1  -  The  Spring. Letter 

2  -  Air  Missions  for  TET  Campaign 
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raOMi  Id  out®  ant  ColauYL.......  Chairman  of  tho  CHISO-HOI  Cccmittoe  of  LCN3- 

KHANB  JVovinse. 


TO:  W  Friends  of  the  liberation  Front  of  South  Vietnam  Operating  in  MU 

KHANH  Province: 


>C*  Dear  Friends, 

Iforo  than  20  years  ago,  the  spring  flowers  did  not  bloom  Noj  after  20 
years,  blood  had  tears  are  still  flowing  in  our  lovely  land. 

Tfet  is  caring  -  But  there  are  no  mere  festivals  in  the  spring  and  there 
can  be  no  more  beautiful  firecrackers  or  delicious  cakes.  Rio  smiles  cn 
peoples  faces  cannot  hide  tho  groat  misery  of  our  fellow  eitisens. 

Hho  is  responsible  for  this  unfortunate  situation?  Certainly  it  is  not  you, 
but  the  communist  leaders.  They  are  destroying  human  sentiments  while  cm  the 
home  front,  in  South  Vietnam,  the  people  are  living  a  wonderful  life,  gathered 
around  the  fireplace  and  waiting  for  tho  new  spring. 

At  this  time,  when  our  people  are  preparing  to  enjoy  the  New  Tear,  I  reroeaber 
associating  with  you,  dear  sons  of  tho  fatherland,  who  remain  in  the  enery's 
lines  of  the  battle  field.  I  do  not  know  where  you  are,  dong  the  springe,  up  in 
tho  fields,  dcssi  in  the  valleys,  cr  in  the  wilderness.  What  are  you  doing  during 
these  spring  days?  Do  the  ecumenists  give  you  time,  to  rest  nr.d  to  think  about 
Tbt  or  you  oppressed  by  your  carnal  masters,  the  VC  chiefs? 

The-  communist  leadars  sonpol  you  to  struggle  cm  without  regard  fear  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  year  Sm ilies  and  loved  one3.  They  offer  you  a  year  filled  with  the  un¬ 
certainties  of  war,  a  year  in  which  you  face  the  risk  of  sudden  death  -  this  ia 
the-  so  called  VC  Happy  New  Year. 

At  this  tlmo  you  dare  not  think  about  the-  happiness  of  your  families,  dining 
Tet,  with  rad  vatermalon,  green  rice  cakes,  good  smiling  toe.  and  good  dine.  Do 
your  fender's  letters  roach  you?  What  are  your  parents,  wife  aud  children  think¬ 
ing  about  you?  You'  are  for  away.  I  know  you  think  of  thorn  ar.d  mins  them  very 
much,  especially  at  the  end  of  tho  year.  The  New  'fear  is  coming,  tut  hour  can 
you  Join  your  family  to  enjoy  Tet  and  shears  in  the  mutual-  happiness,  meet  your 
obligations  to  your  parents  as  their  grotofui  son  and  be  a  good  husband  and  good 
father?  It  is  almost  irjjossiblc  for  you,  because  you  are  always  oppressed  by 
the  TC  in  the  Jungle. 

Tbar  absence  is  the  cause  of  endless  sorrow  for  your  family.  Your  parents, 
wife  and  children  wee?  so  much  because  they  have  net  raen  or  heard  from  you  in  a 
long  time.  Of  course  Tet  in  not  complete  if  one  member  of  the  family  in  absent. 
All  the  people  are  happy,  except  you  and  your  family.  I  am  sorry  fen-  the  unhap¬ 
piness  in  your  family,  but  you  alcoe  can  provide  the  euro  for  it. 

At  the  spiritual  time  of  the  New  Year,  DINH  1-IUI  TBT,  I  do  not  know  what  comfort  I 
can  give  you  in  your  sorrows.  '  I  hope  you' ore  Trilling  to  accept  my  sacred  wishes 
for  good  heelih,  persovoranoe  and  your  successful  escape  from  VC  d every.  You 
have  enough  time  to  think  it  over  and  return  before  Tot,  everyone-  is  waiting  far 
you.  During  these  holidays  all  the  army  and  civilian  agencies  are  instructed  to 
find  everyway  possible  for  yon  to  Join  the  CHIEtJ  HOI  Program  so  that  you  can  Join 
your  family  »ocn  and  share  with  them  the  lore  and  warmth  of  being  together  cnoe 
as*dn. 
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I  wish  you  4  vary  happy  New  Tear  :and  hope  -that  you  my  answer-  the  CHIEU  HOI 
call  soon  so  that  we  can  Join  toother  in' building  this  nation,  Vietnam,  to  glccy 
and  gmtaa«a„.ao  thai  you-nay  live  a  worthy  life,' with  your.  warm  and  lovely 
fa»l5y>and  cmr  fellow  Iritisehs.  "  ’  '  "V* 


lovingly,  yours, 
Province  Chief 


30 
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SCHEDULE  CF  AIR  MISSIONS  196?  TET  mhwto 


SfiSEDUIS 


DATS  AND  Tim  COHSBIED 

Memos 

Atman 

18  January  1567  (2  Hours) 

CIO  Q1K 

Fbpa  -  Civilian  Assistant 
OPTCVWF 

20  January  1967  (2  Honrs) 

VC  Villages 

Rallier  leaflets 

2U  Januaiy  2967  (3  Honrs) 

VC 'Ares 

Fapa  -  Dai  tfy  Seng 

•P£  January  1967  (3  Honrs) 

VC  Base  Caap 
Areas 

Rallier  Thpee  and  Safe 
Conduct  Passes 

27  January  1967  (3  Hours) 

Civilian  Areas 

Aroadoast  -  ftrovince  Chief 
leaflet  -  Premier  Ky  leaflet 

30  January  1967  (2  Hours) 

VC  HraiLets 

Broadcast  -  Rally  _  Safa 
Conduct  Passes 

*5  February  1967  43  Hours) 

Probable  VC 

Areas 

Brodacast  *  Rally  -  Leaflet 
Drop 

*6  February  1967  (2  Hours) 

Highway  #1 

(Morning)  Broadcast  -  TET 
Greeting  Leaflets 

*7  February  1967  (3  Hours) 

Highway  #1 

(Afternoon)  Broadcast  -  TBT 
dree ting  Leaflets 

«8  February  1967  (3  Hours) 

/  *  Indicates  Priority  JQeaions 

VC  Centers 

(Morning)  Latest  Tape 
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PST/OPS .  IEAFUJTS  ADD  SAFE  CONDUCT  PASSES 


SUBJECT:  Leaflet  translation 
TEXT:  Typhoid  Fervor 

Do  you  ever  have  the  chill  it  or  a  fever? 

Do  you  suffer  from  serious  headaches?  If  you  do, 
these  are  aysptone  of  the  jungle  fever  (Typhoid 
Fever)* 

is  you  knew  assy  of  your  friends  have  died 
because  of  this  sickness.  Far  several  :-onthB  they 
gradually  became  weaker  and  thinner.  Only  your 
Cornnandlng  officer  gets  medicine.  If  you  the 
sdldiers  don't  want  to  get  sick  and  die  you  must 
rally  to  the  national  cause.  The  QTO  will  help  you. 
Cane  ,  and  rally  at  the  Chieu  Hcd.  Center  where  there 
is  mwdidna  and  a  doctor  who  will  treat  you  well. 


SUBJECT j  PSYCPS  Message 
THEME:  20  Years  Here??? 

ENGLISH  TRAMS  IATION:  Soldier  in  the  VC  Ranks: 

Your  communist  leaders  in  NVN  are  willing  to  go  on 
fighting.  ’  The  -high  party  officials  in  Hanoi  are  with  their 
families  every  day.  They  do  not  'suffer  the  hardships  of 
living  in  the  jungle .  They  do  nob  risk  their  lives;,  Their 
families  never  worry  about  their  wSLl  being,  but  how  about 
you,  the  fighters?  Are  you  willing  to  go  on  fighting?  Just 
.think  of  it  friends.'  What  will  become  of  your  families  as 
t.iim  passes?  Will  your  parents  still  be  alive?  Will  your 
children. grow  up  not  knowing  their  father?  And  how  about 
your  wife?  Don't  go  on  fighting  far  the  high  officials  in 
Hanoi,  or  for  the  empty  promises  you  hear  day  after  day. 
Hally  to  the  GV1I;  The  GVN  guarrantees  that  you  and  your 
family  vtn  be.  properly  fed,  clothed,  and  medical  treatment. 
Don't  wait  any  longer.  Rally  NcwJJii 


1 


i 
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SUBJECT :  leaflet  Translation 


KT:  Attention  VC  Soldiers  of  the  275th  Regiment 

Do  you  \ash  to  die  in  an  unmarked  grave? 

100  soldiers  of  the  275th  .VC  Regiment  were  killed 
by  the  13,  S.  Army  when  they  triec^  to  ambush,  an 
11th  Armored  Cavalry  convoy  on  2  December  1966, 
liany  more  were  wounded,.  Your  lives  will  always  be 
endangerd  by  bombs  and-  artillery,  and  you  must  be 
separated  from'  your  family t  You  must  rally  to  the' 
GVR  iMch  T.rf.ll  help  you  create  a  ne  w  and  prosperous 
life  for  your  families,  If  you  do  not  rally  you 
face  only  a  lonesome'  death  or  capture  with  the  VC, 


4^2  3 


f 


TRUNG  CGAN-U  KILBjNR  THiET  GiAP  HOA  KY  CHUC  CAC 
•'*BAN  m6t  CAt  t£t  vui  TUrt  VA  TRpfflTXldNG: 


SCftJSCTr  Leaflet  JErahalation 
TEXT :  Hew  Year ' 8  Greeting 

The  Blackhorse  Regiment  wishes  the  people' of 
Long  Khanh  a  prosperous  and  happy  Hew  Year.  In 
the  year,  the  VC  will  be  destroyed  by  the  31ackhorse 
soldiers.  In  cooperation  with  you  the  people,  the 
VC  will  lose  in  the  year  of  the  Coat  and  together 
we  will  achieve  peace  and  prosperity  for  all  the 
7ietnamese  people.  We  wish  you  a  most  happy  Hew  Year 
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SUBJECT*  K3ICP  Message 
TffiMEj  Curfew 

FRONT  t  CUHFBf  -  SURPRESSES  TOE  7C  BANDITS 

BACK*  People  of  Dae  Thanh  District*  the  soldiers  of  the  11th 
Armored  Cavalry  are  helping  the  soldiers  of  the  QTO  to  drive 
the  VC  from  your  lend. 

To  do  this  we  must  hare  your  cooperation.  If  you  know  ary 
VC  or  their  activities  you  must  let  us  knew.  With  this  infor¬ 
mation  we  can  give  you  a  tetter  protection. 

Ton  must  return  to  your  heroes  by  1800  hours  and  remain  in 
your  hone  until  0600  hours  in  the  iwaning.  Anyone  moving 
about  between  the  hours  of '6FHvarid  6AM'  will  be  thought  a  VC 
and  shot.  You  auet  hot  travel  at  .night  under  any  dreumstanses. 
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SOBttfflt  leaflet  Trsnelatien 

TETTt  Appall  to  VC  to  Rally 

People  of  Hoed  Due  and  Tech  Linh  Districts 

The  soldiers  of  the  11th  ACK  are  operating  in 
this  area  to  help  the  GVH  protect  you  iron  the  VC. 
They  kill  repair  roads,  build  bridges  and  treet  sick 
Tou  can  help  by  giving  tiwas  information  about  the 
VC.  If  VC  rally  they  vill  he  .treatedsell  but. if  t 
they  oontinue  to  stay-  in  the  VC  ranis  .they  idll  be 
found  and  destroyed  by  the  XLackhcrse  soldiers. 
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SUBJECT:  FSYOPS  Message 
THEME :  Scare 
ATTENTION  VC  S03DERS 

You  have  witnessed  only  a  small  part  of  the  death  and 
destruction  that  await  you  soon.  The  mighty  air  power  of 
the  GVN  and  Allied  forces  will'  destroy  you  and  all  you 
represent....,,Your  only  hope  for  survival  is  to  rally  to 
the  GVN  at  once.  There  can  be  no  doubt  in  your  mind  as  to 
the  desolation  that  our  air  strikes,  bring  and  they  will 
continue  with  greater  force  eachtime  until  you  are  completely 
destroyed.  You  acan  save  your  life  and  the  life  of  your 
comrades .... .Rally  at  once  to  the  GVN* 
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CUNO  CiC  MAN  TRONO 

hSno  nou  vifr  c6no 

Khi  cac  ban  tr2r  ve  vai  Chinh  Nghia  Quo'c- 
Chinh  Phu  Vi$t  Nam  Cgng  Hoa  cam  ket  se 
tifP  Aon  cac  b$n  mot  each  hong  hau,  va  s&  3oi 
xv  tv  te^  Ban  se  Stfcrc  tror  ve'  3oan  tu  voi  gia*- 
flinh,  Neu  b^n  va  gia  3inh  can  thuoc  .men  hay 
mot  avr  tro  giup  na'o  khac  Chinh  Phu  se  3ac  bi#t 
giup.  35.  Cac  ban  se  Stfo'c  lanh  thi&ng  tv  800  d£n 
20  ngan  dong-tuytheo  loai  via  khi'  ban  mang  ye. 
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SUBJECT: .  Rally  Program 

TEXT:  Attention  soldier*  of  theVC  Forces 

The  Government  of  the. Republic  of  Viet  Nam  assures  you  that  you  will  be 
welcomed  and  treated  well  when  you  rally  to  tb»  Ihtional  Government.  Tou  can 
return  to  life  with  your  families  again.  If  you  or  your  family  needs  medicine 
or  other  supplies  the  government  will  gladly  help  you.  You  will  be  rewarded 
from  $800  to  $$0,000  depending  upon  tbs  weanons  you  turn  over  or  reveal  to  the 

own. 

BACK: 

If  you  want  to  rally  to  the  GVN  -  follow  these  instructions.  You  can  contact 
Civil  servants  or  National  Police  Station.  Also  you  can  contact  soldiers  of  the 
GV2J  or  Allied  forces.  They  are  all  ready  to  welcome  you. 

In  any  event  for  your  protection  observe  the  following  procedures: 

1.  Fid.o  your  weapons  in.  a-safe  place.  After  you  rally  you  can  show  the 
GVN  soldiers  where  you  have  hidden  them  and. you  will  be  rewarded, 

2.  .When  you  report  to  a  military  unit  or  a  civil  servant  with  your  weapon 
you  must  do  so  in  daylight  hours  with  yew  hands  raised  over  your  head  to  in* 
dicate.  your  intention  to  rally:  Show  any  .safe  conduct  pose  or  leaflet  you  have. 

3.  You  can  rally  to  ths  GVN  though  you  don't  have  a  leaflet  or  pass.  All 
you  have  to  do  is.  to  raiseyour  hands  over  your  head  and  the  Allied  or  GVN  forces 
will  know  your  intention  to  Hally, 
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Km'’*4***".  I  Z  v> 


Wy  Id  mot  l6t4  Gi6y 
CMy/  Hdnh  c6  916  tfj 

'"’  v6i  tit  cd  co  quon  Qudn 
Chinh  Viet  •  Norn  Cong* 
H60  vd  li/c  li/?ng  Bdng- 
Minh. 


<*<4^ ‘4«i  *’■%  Q.&ilVtft-tlitWiif' 


Hhtfngtcf GiayThdng-Hanh  co  giatrj hoa  vang r , 
vl tip  co  the  cihi  sinhmang  nhungngilii  fhamjeu 


TO  THE  KOTHERS  AM)  WIVES  WHOSE  HUSBANDS  ARE  IN  THE  VC  RANKS 

Keep  the  Safe  Conduct  Passes  distributed  by  the  Government  bearing  the 
pictures  like  the  ones  on  thisleaflet.  Each  pass  is  an  afficial  document  of 
the  Governments  Each  is  numbered  and  officially  recorded.  These  passes  are 
invaluable  for  those  VC  cadres  who  wish  to  use  them  to  return  to  the  Government 
side.  Save  as  many  as  you  can  of  these  passes  in  order  to  save  the  lives  of 
your  husbands,  sons,  and  friends.  Give  these  passes  to  them  whan  they  return 
for  visits.  If  possible,  take  the  passes  to  them.  These  small  passes  ara  more 
valuable  than  gold  because  each  of  them  can  save  the  lives  of  your  loved  ones. 

CAPTION;  These  safe  conduct  passes  are  more  valuable  than  gold  because  they 
can  save  the  lives  of  your  loved  ones. 
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SUBJECT*  Fsy  Cj»  Message 

THEME*  of  Shortcomings  in  VC  Taxation 

English  Translation:  Unjust  taxation: 

The  VC  tolls  you  that  their  tax  is  for  pro¬ 
tection  far  your  family,  but  they  do  not  protect 
you.  They,  run  and  hide  like  frightened  chickens* 
They  know  that  the  allied  forces  are  invincible* 

The  Allied  Forces  do  not  take  from  you,  they  give 
to  you*  Tour  GVN  and  its  Allied  Farces  give  you 
food,  clothing,  medical,  care  and  help  you  rebuild 
your  homes  that  have  been  ravaged  by  the  VC* 

We  are  sijrorig  and  well  eqpiperi,  and  with  your  coop¬ 
eration  we  can  and  will  provide  protection  against 
toe  VC*  It  is  only  good  Judgement  to  protect  your¬ 
self  and  your  family  by  supporting  your  true  govern¬ 
ment  and  its  Allied  Fcrtees*  Resist  the  unjust  tax¬ 
ation  by  the  VC  and  help  your  GW  provide!  you  and 
your  family  with  a  good  life  free  from  fear  and 
VC  injustice* 
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/  Phuquoc  gja  3a  in  fruyin  Hr,  nay. 

Can  Bo  cua  cac  ban  lo  si  cot  banJoc  truyin  Jdn 
nay  c3a  cha'nh'  phu  pnat  ha"nh. 

Hp  s8  coVban  se  biet: 

1.  SJ  tiip  tt'  cHacac  bpn  thicu  hut  rat  tram 
-trpng  vi  mot  phan  Idn  ia  bi  Chanh  Phu  VcTLflc 
Lding'D^ng  Minh  tich  tho  tfong  siluJng  cuoc  hanh 
qoan  moi  Jay. 

2.  Hian  tpi  co  980.000  binh  si  Qvan  Ldc  Viit. 
Nam  va  Cong  Minh  Jang  tim  fciem  cac  ban. 

3.  Gia-Jinh  xac  ban  ntooti  bin  sifts  ngdhg 
cuJc  chieri  3au  vi  nghio  va  trj" vf  vAi  hp. 


English  Translation:  VIST  CCNGJ  DO  NOT  READ 

this  izmmu 


This  leaflet  is  printed  by  the  Government, 
lour  Cadre,  are  scared  to  3e  t  you  read  what  the 
Government  ..publishes .  They  are.  seared  that'  you 
might  find  out  that: 

•1*  lour  food  supply  is  dangerously  low  be¬ 
cause  so  much  has  been  captured  by  Government  and 
Allied  Forces  in  recent  operations. 

2.  There  are  now  980,000  South  Vietnamese  and 
Allied 'Troops  looking  for  you, 

3.  Tour  families  want  you  to  cease  your  use¬ 
less  figit  and.  ccne  home  to  them* 

ThoGavernment's  Ghieuffoi  Progrmi  welccmee 
and  forgives  all  Viet  Cong  soldier*  and  civilian 
cadre  and  offers  them  a  new  start  in  life* 

£>•*  Because  of  artillery  and  air  power,  four 
(U)  Viet  Cong  soldiers  die  for ‘every  one  (1)  Govern¬ 
ment  or  Allied  soldier  who  dies*. 

6*.  The  Allied  Forces  are  pot  aggressors, 
but  have  been  asked  to  come  here  to  secure  peace, 
independence- and  security  fop -the. Vietnamese  people* 

7.  The  sUif  "  are  not  here  to  exploit  us, 
rather  they  are  giving  aid,  so  that  Vietnam  can 
build. a  free  nation  based  on  political  and  economic  . 
strength  with  social  justice, 

8,  The  Viet  Cong  axe  losing  their  unjust 
fi^it  and  your  choice  is  to  rally  cr  to  die* 


//  )/■  j  TiEN  THl/dNG  r^y' 

^  j  t  Quin  Sol  Hea  Ky  co  nat  Sgi  Viet  Hon  do  giup  td  Qcnh  V 

»  \  I  Phu  cud  ^3ng  boo  tfom  Igi  thonb  binh  vo  ea  ninh  cho  xi  td.  05*' 

V  / 3  S'  boon  thanh  nhion  vu  nSy.ehung  toi  rot  con  si J  giup  Si  cuo  £?ng  1  / 

J  [j\J  boo.  ^So’boo  vo  cShj  bio  vo  nhon  ion  vo  toi  chung  toi  s!?(  '  \  / 

d/S  jj  thub'ng  f  ion  cho  dong  boo  nib  cho  chung  tSi  biil  tin  tub  vS  y 

.  _Min,Hon  ehSn  vu  khi'cuo  Viut  Cong.  Oi/Vng  bin  eJa  ‘ 

Viqt  Cing.  ^ 

.Com  boy.  NhuVig  Iran  phuc  kich  cuo  V lit  C^ng. 

Hoy  lien  locvdi  binh  si  Hoc  Kyjgih  nhot  cuoTrung  Doan 
11  Ky  Binh  Hoa  Ky  vd  dub  sho  on 3  to  Id  truyon  Sin  n3y  hay  jo" 
so  959.  Quon  nhdri  ndyjo  dee  nipt  sau.trf  truyon  dOn  riot  fcchg 
ti3ng  Anl;  vd  tS  gi dp.  id  JSng  boo  bo'o  cob  tin  tic  toi  c <5  quon 
them  quyon  lion  ho.  .Opng.brw  ti  idle  thu’ing  xuhg  ding  vo* 
nhuhg  tin  tic  c6  (eh  fdi; 

JRUMG  00 AN  11  KY-BiNH  HOA-KY-TiEN  THUfiNG-TRUNG  DOAN  11  KY-8INH  HOA-KY 


m. 


"The  American  Soldiers  are  here  in  Vietnam  to  help  your  GVIf  bring  peace 
and  security  to  your  country.  To!  accomplish  this  task,  we  need  your  help.  To 
protect  you  and; other  innocent  people,  we  will  give  a  reward  to  anyone  who  gives 
us  information  on: 

VC  Mines  and  Weapons  caches 
VC  Tunnels  « 

VC  Booby  Traps  and  Ambushes 

Contact  the  nearest  American  Soldier  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
and  give  him  this  leaflet  or  number  969.  This  soldier  will  read  the  reverse  . 
side  of  this  leaflet  written  in  English  and  help  you  report  your  information  to 
the  concerned  authority.  Xou  will  be  properly  rewarded  for  valuable  information. 


11th  Cavalry  HegimerrU— - - REWAED- 


—lH3i  Cavalry  Regiment. 


ATTENTION  AMERICAN  PERSONNEL 


AMERICAN  PERSONNEL  WHO  RECEIVE  THIS  LEAFLET  FROM  A  VIET¬ 
NAMESE  NATIONAL  WILL  COURTEOUSLY  DETAIN  HIM(HER)  AND  NOTIFY  THEIR 
COMMANDER.  THE  PERSON  WITH  THIS  LEAFLET  WANTS  10  REPORT  INFORMA¬ 
TION  (REGARDING  TIC  ITEMS  ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  LEAFLET.  IE  HAS 
BEEN  OFFERED  PAYMENT  IF  THE  INFORMATION  CAN  EE  VERIFIED. 

IF  THE  VIETNAMESE  REFUSES  TO  STAY  OR  COME  WITH  YOU,  OBTAIN 
MISTER)  NAME,  ADDRESS,  DATE  AND  PLACE  OF  BIRTH.  THIS  DATA  CAN  BE 
FOUND  ON  HIS  (hEI^  IDENTITY  CARD.  COPY  ALL  THE  INFORMATION  ON  THE 
CARD  AND  GIVE  IT  TO  YOUR  COMMANDER  246-/26-6  7 

3?J 


I 


s 

$ 

OIAO 

tain<i  •*  ^ 

gt>*Vr4  , 
*£^“3 

P-i  to  t  «•&  w 

8  35*<* 

bos  b04>  I 
©pa  fjb-c* 
«  &  «  «j  «M  ^ 


I  rr\  •> 

,_  q?  i  h 

S\  w  *§ 

c  to  H 

gs&J 


&o 
f3  A*g 

ess  I 


0^4 

^  Ofl 

&1  *3  w 

to 
<0 


cry 

<u 

-o 

c 

co 

I  o 

o  \ 
o  c 

J4  X 
G  4J 
<0  H 

H  -< 

•'TJ 
«  C 

s  10 

H  • 

4J  O 
£2  CO  • 
<D  »-i 
G  *co 

-H  <U  CO 
4J  T3  I 
^  Tl  H 
<U  3  O 
0«  ’O  CO 


T3 

g 

co 


IT) 

I 

CM 

CM 

vO 


s 

H 

4J  • 
C  rH 

a)  r>. 
G  * 
♦H  CO 
4J  CM 

u 

<u  2 

04  ft* 


VJ 

3 


®  a 

<D 

•rf  12 

S  t  2  © 

aja1* 


*  o 

•P  fH 
« 


•**"3 
Q  Q 


| 

3  5,  O  «1 

STB  ftS 

«  o  ra  -h 

o  m  +> 

©  fi  rt  a 

$  AP-g 

O  O  O  o 


S*  -p*i) 

!«©•'§  § 
-3  S  § 

*ci  ®  r*S 

W  O  &  ©  Tf 

tig  tsa 

o  ft  o  o  o 


bo  c|  a  w  "S 

3  «<8sU-§ 

>  p  O  «  'ifl 
O  H  03  <i-l  ft  o 
u  o  fl  a  _ 

B  «  a  h  M 
fl  ®  ft 

.  B  H  g  8 

>ri  O  O  J  © 

p  -p  n-i  *6  ba 

hi  -P  Obl  d 

©  « -H  o  o  .a 

qj  >rt  6)  to  nl 
H  rt  8  ^  2  h 

d  to  p  o<u 

ill 

_ ! * 

**  to  ra  ftiS  3 

a  ^  j*jg  « 

23  ■§  - 

e  o  ta 

U  &  d  n  . .  _ 

n  •>’3  §  ft  U  5j 

a  s  %g°$  s 

lisgg^g* 


© 

02 


P  O 

oS2 

r® ._. 

O  *0  8  d  c» 
2  §  ©  £ 


.S£f 


-  -  m 

cO  o<  G 
o  o 


G 

o 

•H 

■U  CM 
to  r- 
M  I 

t;^ 

Cd  T3 
*H  C 

r-4  CO 
t4 

S  S 

to  2 

tj-i 

H 

id 

O 

u 

0)  o 

U-l  to 
<0  • 
« 

•« 

•V  O 

w  S 

O  I 
•H  O 
u  \0 
W  S 

•H 

u  * 

4)  St 
4J  r-y 

<0 

CO  vO 

X  r-4 

°  s 

>>C« 

rH  O 

X 

C  W) 

O  c 

W 


O 

M  <D 
W  <U  X 
*H  N  O 
*0  C 

*a  g 
•*  G  G 
^  (OH 
H 

-5  MU 

*  c  a> 

<1»  -H  AJ 
w  k  o 
w  *H  0 

<  CW  J-l 


o 

H 


-B 

O 

co  p 


NPc 


O 

w 


o 

n  M 

wS 


Q 
^  W 
CO  04 


1 

& 

■p 

I 


o  c 

II 

II 


at  '** 

v  w 


n 

$ 

i 


s 


1 


o 


I  00 

T1  c 
M  *w 
G  O 

•H  ^ 
H  <y 
•H  NJ 
6 

«0  TJ 
(u  G 
CO 
CO 

G  C 
O  © 
a*H 
CO  4J 
4)  CO 
a  N 


Page  1  of  4  Pages 


m 


I 

i 


I 


E 


I 

! 

£ 

I 

| 

i 

I 


1 


i 


1 


l' 


*  H  CO 
O 


Pm  2  3 

< 

00 

H  r-4  {h  'Q  CO 

1  CM  CM 

m 

r^> 

i 

74 

O  >  Pn  PM 

6 

r~ 4  *s  1 

i 

3 

• 

CO  <  O 

<i 

> 

<  2  cm  2  a)  <j  o 

f— 4 

O 

TJ 

*  CO 

Is 

p<  * 

Q 

_  04  3  co  <t 

CM 

< 

#k 

o 

<U 

2 

4J  4J  H 

<3  00  co 

3  CM 

Pm 

Q 

c 

*\  2 

*rl  CO  1  O 

«N 

* 

CO  3  t 

•k 

•s 

fu  *  *  -  00 

•k 

O 

p 

% 

vD 

3  r-l  r-M  O 

CO 

m 

3  03  ^ 

CO 

CO 

o  vo  «  a» 

Pm 

co 

CM 

tu 

< 

vO 

' 

T— 1 

r-4 

CM 

m 

t 

h  £-'  Pi 

r^- 

CO 

a> 

CO 

1  < 

CO 

*3  2 

| 

1 

•»  > 

i 

O  .1  1 

i 

a 

»4 

3  M-  a 

a) 

*  XJ  Pm  > 

r— ■ 4 

o 

CM  ^  TJ 

o 

co 

iGHHU  > 

TJ 

?— 4 

<2 

GO 

33  < 

CM 

CM  <  O 

Ml* 

1  CM  CM  0)  Cd 

<y 

CM 

a) 

CO 

•v 

O  «i 

cd 

rv  3  *■ 

:  co  co 

3 

CO  3  < 

c 

c: 

r—4 

C 

k/ 

2  co 

PM 

3  U  X  X3 

3 

O  -f— > 

fitf 

<c 

S3  CO 

3 

m 

O 

o 

ON 

H  3  o  -u 

0* 

< 

<f  JO 

< 

3  04  fp  •*  D 

cd 

04 

cd 

i 

co 

o 

O  f-4 

<t 

a>  o 

*  3 

04  m 

o 

CD 

o 

co 

XI 

*H  1 

-u  _l  x> 

•s 

•» 

GO  CO  CO 

< 

t,  W  JS,  «\ 

*. 

vO 

(U 

X) 

a.  o 

4M 

G  ■oh 

O 

i>  co  < 

H 

Q 

*>n  co  h  vo 

vO 

• 

CO 

c 

o  CM 

O 

O  (fl  c 

f— 4 

o 

ec;  t 

r— 4 

W  H  <r  r— 4 

CO 

r*» 

m 

CO  VO 

cd 

H 

• 

3  3  <d  * 

t 

o 

o  * 

t 

#v 

CO  1  t  P3  1 

C 

i 

CM 

C  I 

2 

•V 

3 

O 

CM 

•h  osn 

i-4 

x> 

>  *<r  rj\ 

i—4 

O 

1  HH  HO 

o 

»-l  CM 

O  •*M 

2 

CO 

-p  co  cn 

CM 

XJ 

CM 

CM 

1 

CO  CM  CM  <t 

CO 

CM 

1 

CO  CM 

CM 

4J 

> 

O  Pm 

1 

(U 

M  (/)  O  1 

3 

<  GO  t 

o 

T) 

CO 

o 

CO 

c 

o 

O 

o 

00 

3  3  XJ 

s 

cd 

WOO 

3 

co  2  S  S  d)  erf 

a 

3  m 

a>  3 

< 

0) 

m  < 

m 

cd 

Ci  Hi  CQ  CO 

•«M 

3 

«  MJ* 

CO 

ft,  ft,  ftd  3  <3 

-j 

O*  CO 

i-1  Pn 

Q 

e 

3 

H  Q 

m 

PM 

4J 

H( 


o 

1 

*  a 

3  73 

4-4  CO  Cu 

X) 

•H  3 

0-3 

3 

XJ  3 

NJ  CO 

3 

CO  XI 

4-4  *  00 

T>  Pi 

3 

O  3  fi 

o  pn*H 

*H 

3  *H 

,3  4->  < 

H4 

3  3  XI 

4J  CO 

3 

XJ  -r-4  4-J 

<U  <XJ  • — 4 

*— 4 

O  Hi  O 

S  3  Cd 

3  XJ  -U  r-4 

o 

s 

X>  3  O 

«k  4-4  *H 

3  r-4 

MOM 

3 

S  4-4 

u  o 

XJ 

XJ  o 

<u  c  cd 

3 

u  3 

■u  O  H 

»— 4 

3  3  3 

CU-H 

o 

a  Hi 

0  4J  T) 

3 

O  co  3 

o  cd  c 

•w 

Hi  3  O 

•H  M  (d 

PM  3 

?— 4  cd 

o 

Hi  XJ 

<d  a  co 

4J 

3  3 

x  a)  cu 

•  3 

u  u 

3 

3  3 

Od  3 

3 

3  3  XI 

TJ 

3 

3  3  3 

r\ 

3 

•H  S  3 

ftj  M  O 

3 

00  Hi 

0  4-4  0 

*t-4 

In  4-4  4-1 

cd  He 

XJ 

XJ  o 

X  M  Od 

X) 

3  O 

XJ 

<-4  3  3 

cd  u  xj 

3 

3  0  3 

*H  C 

3 

3  t4 

o  cd  cd 

O  -U  3 

•H 

3 

3  3  00 

3  00  co 

3 

Hi  Hi  3 

cd  3 

3 

3  3  XJ 

GO  *H  CO 

3 

CM  a  Hi 

M  XJ  V 

3  3 

0  3  3 

O 

U  Hi  00 

o  cr 

*r*4 

3  a 

4-4  . — 1  D 

3 

a 

O  3  He 

0*3 

3 

4-4 

Hi  3  4J 

(0  o 

O 

a  o  3 

0)  X)  3 

•h 

•H  3  > 

3XJ  M  S 

• 

4J  3  3 

O 

00  3 

4-1 

t4  XJ 

•r-4 

J  N  44 

3 

t-M  00  3 

■U 

O  *H  O 

3 

•H  3  3 

3 

Hi  r-4 

6 

X)  *H  1 

3  x:  *H  r-4 

CM 

3  X>  O 

> 

■U  Hi  3 

*H 

CU  3  Hi 

3 

3  3 

3 

3  0  3 

Hi 

3JUO 

cr 

O  r-4  < 

04 

>  co  a 

3 

s  s 

r 

o 

o  .. 

0)  U) 

U  ?H  ,• 

°  £ 

cd 

oflo 

sg* 

-p  g 

•3  S3 

S  $  43 
«  rJ5 

Srf 

tn 

Cd  Q) 

°3 


o 


xj 

0) 


o 

•H  ■ 


v-i  ©  p 

5  ^  0) 

<H  H 
■P  O  .Q 
cd  cd 

115 

IV 

C  f»  -p 

■H  H)  H 
to  U  O 
Oftft 
<1)  0, 
•«  2 


to 


*d  *p  cl 

•H  P  q 

<0  O  T» 
p?  xi 
■p 
to 


£ 


0) 

•P  O 


•HOfl 
•P  »H 
ttf  CO  (0 
N  *H  *H 

it 

in 


$  2g 


t)  H  T) 

XJ  £  O  t-* 
3  Hi  CM  Hi 
3  CO  O 
o*  h  |2 

6 

3  t)  -u  <i> 
C  C  CD  Cl 

y  «z  ^ 

3  Pn 

•H  ^ 

>  Mfo'O 
3  (u  3 
4-1  4J  3 
o  **-i  * 

r— I  ft,  CO 

J*  3> 

m  e 

O  *  4^ 
U  O  fu  o 
W  (/)  < 

<U  2  <U 

£  P>  •_H 

cd  o 
3  *  u 

4J  2 
3  >  XJ 

23  § 


o 

H 


O 


1: 


o 

w 


eo 

d> 

*H 

tj  -p 

•p  n 
a  <d 

E 

cd 

+5  <1) 


N 


© 

§♦ 

o 

to  • 

M  g 

^•H 

CO 

4-il 


i 


S  xi 

a  el 

o  & 

OT  g 

o 


(0 

© 

o 

o 

Pm 

I 

g 


o 

•v 

H 


t 

TJ 


p  9 


O  Q)te 


< 


j 

i 


* 


r- 

{■* 


CONFIDENTIAL 

uth  armored  cavalry  regiment 


REGRADED  UNCLASSIFIED 
WHEN  SEPARATED  FRCH 
CLASSIFIED  INCLOSURES 


GROUP  h 

AUTOMATICALLY  DECLASSIFIED 
AITER  12  TEARS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


i 


m 


i 


I 


i 


I' 


K 


£ 


r 

) 

i’ 


i 


HEADQUARTERS 

HOT  ARMORED  CAVALRY  REGIMENT 
APO  San  Francisco  96257 


COMBAT  OPERATORS  Aft'  'R  'CTIOi!  R'PGRT 
OPERATION  ATLANTA 


1.  (0)  REFERENCES : 

a.  LOI  6-66,  Headquarters,  H  F  Force  V,  2?  September  1966. 

b.  OPCRD  09-66  (Operation  ATLANTA)/  Headquarters,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Regime nt,  6  September  1966, 

c.  Map  Series  RVN,  1*50,000-631*31,  61*1*31,  6!*1*3IV,  61*14311,  61*1*3111, 

61*1*1*11,  651*3111,  6S1*3IV,  6UU2I,  61*1*211,  61*1*2111,  61*1*217,  651*1*111,  65i*l*IV< 

2.  (U)  HANS- A!  D  TYPE  OF  OPERATION*  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Operation  ATLANTA 
Search  and  Clear,  Base  Camp  Security,  and  ROABRtIH  aR. 

3.  (U)  DATES  CF  OPERATION*  200230H  October  -  0821*00H  December  1966. 

1*.  (C)  GENERAL*  On  27  September  1966,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  directed  the 

11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  to  secure  a  base  camp  area  in  the  vicinity  of  YS  1*296 
to  clear  and  secure  highways  and  lines  of  communications  in  portions  of  Bien  Hoa, 
Long  Khanh  and  ?houc  Tuy  °rovincss.  Execution  of  the  mission  was  initiated  under 
the  code  name  Operation  ATL'JJTA.  The  operation  commenced  on  20  October  1966. 
Initially  the  operation  was  confined  to  the  securing  of  National  Highway  1  from 
BIEN  I’OA  to  XUAM  LCC  and  a  portion  of  Interprovincial  Route  2  to  the  area  of  the 
new  base  camp.  Concurrently,  security  would  be  orovided  for  the  engineer  work 
parties  involved  in  the  clearing  and  preparation  of  the  area  for  occupancy  by 
the  Regiment  in  the  latter  part  of  November.  A  few  days  after  the  operation 
started  the  1st  Squadron  and  engineer  units  were  joined  by  the  2nd  Squadron  which 
organized  and  operated  out  of  a  combat  base  in  the  Ong  'Que  rubber  plantation 
(YS  3999)  for  almost  a  month.  The  Regiment's  general  area  of  operation  is  depict:4, 
in  Annex  E.  Initially  this  area  of  operation  was  divided  into  3  areas  as  shown 
on  the  inclcaed  map.  Later  the  general  area  was  expanded  to  include  5  areas. 

■While  the  1st  and  2nd  Squadrons  were  operating  out  of  their  canbat  bases 
in  the  XUAN  LOC  area,  the  3rd  Squadron  was  securing  the  Regimental  Staging  Area 
in  L0?:G  BINH  and  providing  security  for  the  BEEN  HOA  -  LONG  BOTH  area  (Operations 
Ni.TONTOUI  and  !LARSHALLTOkN).  In  addition  to  providing  security,  the  3rd  Squadron 
conducted  aggressive  patrolling  activities  and  provided  artillery  fire  support 
for  the  DONG  HAI  sensitive  area.  By  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  November  the 
command  elements  of  the  Regiment  were  operating  out  of  the  base  camp  area  to  be 
followed  in  the  next  1*  weeks  by  the  remaining  headquarters  elements  and  the  3rd 
Squadron. 

The  Regiment  continually  demonstrated  its  versatility  and  maneuverability 
throughout  the  operation.  It  was  not  uncommon  to  find  the  squadrons  operating  on 
three  independent  missions  covering  terrain  from  LAX  KHE  (Operation  ATTLEBORO)  to 
the  northern  most  limits  of  the  1st  Australian  Task  Force  TAOR  as  shown  in  Annex  E. 
The  Blackhorse  Regiment  remained  constantly  on  the  alert,  ready  to  exploit  its 
tremendous  firepower  and  inherent  crosscountry  mobility. 

a.  The  resorting  officer  of  this  report  is  Colonel  William  W.  Cobb, 
Commanding  Officer,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. 

b.  Task  Organization.  Control  of  the  operation  was  exercised  by  Head¬ 
quarters,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment,  operating  initially  out  of  a  tactical 
command  post  at  LONG  BINH  which  later  moved  to  the  base  camp  area.  The  initial 
task  organization  is  indicated  below.  Due  to  the  duration  of  the  operation  and  the 
additional  requirements  placed  on  the  Regiment,  frequent  changes  in  task  organ¬ 
ization  ms  re  necessary  and  are  shown  as  the  occurred  in. 'paragraph  8,  EkgSuii'on. 
Commanders  are  shown  in  Annex  D, 
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1st  Squadron 


R'Si'tn.iel  Control 


f6 


2nd  Squadron 


919th  Engineer  Company 


3rd  Squadron  ,  37th  Medical  Company 

55lst  Light  Maintenance  Company  (DS) 
h09th  Radio  Research  Detachment 
Sltlst  Military  Intelligence  Detachment 
33rd  CBRC  Detachment 
17th  Public  Information  Detachment 
28th  Military  History  Detaclirocnt 

5.  (C)  ICTELUGENCE: 


a.  Prior  to  Operation: 

(1)  VC ‘Main  Force:- 

CORRECT  it 

UNIT 

STRENGTH- 

.PROBABLE  LCC  TION 

DATE 

EVALUATION 

5th  Div  HQ 

100 

IS  6058 

lOct 

B/2 

27Uth  Regt 

1850 

IS  5585 

lOct 

B/2 

800  Bn  27ltth 

1(50 

IS  5385 

28.3ap 

B/2 

308  Bn  271»th 

1(50 

IS  5363 

28Sep 

E/2 

265  Bn’  27l»th 

600 

IS  5505 

28Sep 

B/Z 

275th  Regt 

1600 

YS  5770 

lOct 

B/2 

239  Arty  3n 

5oo 

IS  6781 

lOct 

c/3 

250  NVA  Regt 

1000 

Southern  War  Zone  D 

lOct 

B/2 

(2)  VC  Local  Force: 

CURRENT  &  - 

UNIT 

STRENGTH 

PROBABLE  LOCATION 

DME 

EVALUATION 

500  DONS  NAI  Bn 

1)50 

IT  0352177 

lOct 

C/3 

860 1  Bn 

300 

YS  5875 

lOct 

C/3 

CI06  Co  (unconfirmed) 

Unk 

LONG  KHANH  Province 

lOct 

C/3 

H.1  Plat 

30 

IT  6006 

5Al’.g 

C/3 

H.2  Plat 

50 

IT  650250 

(Base  of  Operations) 

H.3  Plat 

20 

•IS  81091(0 

(Base  of  Operations) 

H.fc  Plat. 

50 

IS  U596 

2l(Aug 

B/2 

C33  THI  XA  Plat 

30 

YT  15011(0 

(Base  of -Operations) 

C270  VINH  COU  Plat 

■  30 

IT  120170 

(Base  of  Operations) 

CHAU,  THANK  Plat 

30 

IT  070160 

(Base  of  Operations)' 

C26  CHAU  TiL'J'H  Plat 

30 

IT  350730 

(Base  of  Operations) 

CU7  CAR. SB  Plat 

30 

YS  5257353 

(Base  of  Operation-: '■ 

(3)  Incidents:  VC 

activities  along  National  Highway  1  from  EEEN 

HQA  to  XUA1J  LOG,  south  along  National.  Highway  1  and  Interprovincial  Route  2  vo 
BA  RIA  ranged  from  ambushes- of  GVN  and  ARVN  forces  to  roadblocks  and  tax  0 v.lootl on 
points.  The  nature  of  the  incidents  indicated  an  attest  by  the  forces  op?  r  ? 
along  these  lines  of  communication  to  restrict  the  movement’ of  civilian  traffic’ 
while  denying  their  use  by  friendly  forces.  A  complete  list  of  incidents  4.3 
outlined  in  Annex  F  to  this  report. 

(Ij)  Reported  movements  1 

(a)  An  ARVN  agent  reported  that  a  VC  Battalion  located  vicinity 
IS  2382  on  li  October  moved  to  the  NHOJI  TRACR  /ire  a  vicinity  IS  U08!i5.  DS 
evaluation  F/h  (Comment:  No  main  force  battalions  arc  held  to  be  operation  in  this 
area  at  this  time).  - 

,(b)  A  MSS  agent,  reported  a  VC  Battalion  vicinity  -IT  ’3/07  to 
IT  3501  to  IT,  3200  on  29  September  1966.  ARVN  evaluation  D/3,  US  evaluation  F/3, 
(Comment:  Reliable  agent  report -has  unit  vicinity  IT  3301  on  3 'October.  Possibly 
company  size  element  of  the  5th  VC  Division  or  the  unco, (firmed  L0i)0  i'U/.ini  Pro¬ 
vincial  Company,  C106), 

(c)  An  ARVN  agent  reported  the  OV  8  3/8  Artillery  Battalion 
was  being  transported  from  IT  1:703  on  1  October  to  CAM  DUOIG  (location  unknown) 
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on  5  October  by  local  laborers:  AKVN  evaluation. C/3.  ,(Co»iwr.t:  No  unit  is 
listed  under  that  number;  however,  elements,  of  the  82{A  Artillery  Regiment  are  known 
to  be  infiltrating  South  Vietnam  and  reportedly  headed  for  HI  CTZ.  Leading  ele¬ 
ments  could  have  reached  XU  iN  LOC  area,  by  this  time.  The  Segiment  was.  reportedly 
equipped  with  the  U/l  66mm  rocket  firing  weapon.  Characteristics:  Maximum 
range  10km,  effective  range  500ra,  kill  radius  250m.  US  evaluation  F/6. 

(5)  Enemy  situation.  The  VC  can  be  ejected  to  harass:  convoys  with 
mines,  sniping,  minor  attacks  of  up  to  platoon  size  anywhere  along  routes  in  the 
Regimental  sector.  Mortar  and  minor  harassing  attacks  could  also  be  expected  on 
base  carps  and  combat  base  areas.  Although. not  presently  indicated,  the  VC  does 
possess  the  capability  of -mounting  a  regimental  size  ambush  on  convoys  and  attacks 
on  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Base  Camp. 

(6)  Intelligence  sources:  The  following  sources  were  utilized  to 
plan  the  operation: 

(a)  II  F  Force  V  Intelligence  Report, 

(b)  Agent  reports. 

1  18th  Division  (ARVH),  .(Formerly  10th  Division). 

2  Central-  Intelligence  Operations. 

3  National  Police. 

(c)  Intelligence  Estimate  -  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (ill  CT2). 

z(d)  MACV  monthly  order  of  battle  updated. 

(e)  II  F  Force  V  Intelligence  Imagery. 

(f)  Pictograph  maps. 

(g)  Visual  reconnaissance. 

(7)  The  intelligence  information  compiled  for  Operation  ATLANTA 
varied  in  currency  from  four  days  in  the  case  of  order  of  battle  (OB)  reports  to  a 
little  over  a  week  for  the  incident  reports.  The  information  incorporated  in 

initial  operation  ardor  was  only  two  to  four  days  old. 

b.  During  the  month  of  November  the  VC  continued  to  harrass  the  11th 
Armored  Cavalry  with  units  up  to  platoon  size.  His  actions  were  characterized  by- 
mining  incidents  along  the  Saigon  -  Xuan.Loc  railroad,  sabotage  and  harassment  of 
ASP's,  POL  dumps,  bridges,  and  acts  of  terrorism  on  tho  local  populace.  Ki3  acti¬ 
vities  were  restricted  primarily  to  the  Long  Binh  -  Bien  Hea  area.  Informal!::, 
(agent  reports)  received  on  13  November  noted- the  presence  of  VC  platoons  and 
companies  operating  in  Area  of  Operations  3  (A03)  thus  giving  him  the  capability 
of  massing  main  force  units  in  A03  for  a  direct  attack  on  the  case  camp..  However, 

availaole  information  indicated  no  such  threat  was  imminent.  Agent  reports  IVf.rtAcv 
disclosed  the  presence- of  the  27Uth  VC  Regt  along  National  Highway  1  between  Bx/th- 
South  grid  lines  50  and  60.  Other  reports  disolosed  the  construction  of  ambirh 
positions  on  the  north  and  south  of  Highway  1  vicinity  IT  6206.  Po currents  old- 
covered  in  the  vicinity  of  Hill  309  (IT  U800)  indicated  the  presence  of  the 
Rear  Service  Unit  which  normally  operates  in  PHOUC  TUI  Province.  Visual  r.'cctuu- 
issance, flights  by  Forward  Air  Controllers  (FAC)  revealed  the  possible  evacuation 
by  women  and  children  from  villages  northeast  of  the  base  camp.  Ho  appreciable 
amount  of  information  of  immediate  combat  value  was  gleaned  from  the  RED  HAZE  and 
SLAR  missions  flown  in  support  of  Operation- ATLANTA. 

c.  Terrain  was  a  consideration,  but  not  a  limiting  factor  on  Operation 
ATLANTA.  The  primary  area  of  oparation  was  confined  to  LONG  KRAI  IN  Province.  The 
central  portion  of  LONG  KKAHll  Province  generally  has  rolling  terrain  covered  with 
plantations  and  cultivated  fields.  North  of  XU.'ii  LCC  the  area  breaks  into,  a 
series  of  long  ridges  radiating  from  Kill  396  (IT  3912).  Vegetation  in  lids  area 
consists  mainly  of  plantations  along  Route  20  and  to  the  east  of  Kill  396.  The 
area  is  interspersed  with,  cultivated  fields  and  hamlets.  To  the  east  of  XUAH  LOC 
the  terrain  is  dominated  by  CHUA  C51AK  (IT  6010)  and  is  covered  with  dense  forest. 

On  the  south,  high  ground  follow  generally  along  Interprovincial  Route  2  with  long 
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ridges  extending  east  and  west.  To  the  east  of  Interprovincial  Route  2,  the  ter¬ 
rain  is  broken  by  hills,  as  is  the. area  southwest  of  XUAN  LOC.  Vegetation -in  this 
area  consists  of  isolated  rubber  plantations,  interspersed  with  cultivated  fields, 
but  the  majority  of  the  vegetation  is  dense  first  growth,  with  some  secondary 
growth.  Streams  traverse  the  area  draining  generally  to  the  east  and' west  of  XUAN 
LOC.  The  majority  of  these  streams  are  non-potable. 

d.  CA/PSYOP: 

(1)  Psychological  Operations: 

(a)  Psychological  operations  during  ATLANTA  began  inj  ts.aHy  by 
using  a  "Good  Guy"  leaflet  drop  and  Utilizing  loudspeaker  transmissions  to  announce 
the  11th  Arnored  Cavalry  Regiment's  arrival  in  the  XUAN  LCC  area.  Reports  later 
received  indicated  this  method  was  appreciated  by  the  people  of  the  District  of 
Xuan  Loc  thus  developing  an  immediate  rapport  idth  the  local -populace.  Leaflet 
drops  were  also  made  on  suspected  and  knotm  Viet  Cong  positions  and  on  Viet  Cong 
controlled  hamlets.  In  conjunction  with  th*  drops  and  during  tactical  operations 
loudspeaker  transmissions  both  live  and  taped  were  directed  at  the  Viet  Cong  from 
overhead.  Information  received  from  ralliers  and  prisoners  indicated  that  the  loud¬ 
speakers  were  heard  and  that  the  leaflets  were  being  read. 

(b)  Activities,  During  Operation  ATLANTA  the  following  support 
missions  were  conducted: 


I 


1 


drop  missions, 
loudspeaker  hours. 


1  1,979,500  leaflets  were  dropped  during  16  leaflet 

2  9  loudspeaker  missions  were  flown  for  a  total  of  13.0 

3  5  "No  Doze"  missions  were  flown  totaling  10.8  hours. 

5  5,000  curfew  posters  were  distributed. 

f  39,1*00  news  letters  were  distributed. 

5  200,  1967  Vietnamese  calendars  irere  distributed. 


(2)  Civic  Action:  On  5  December  (in  conjunction  with  a  cordon  and 
search  operation  conducted  by  the  3rd  Squadron  of  the  villages  of  CAii  HY  and 
BDIH  DAI)  a  MEDCAP  plan  was  initiated.  In  addition  .to  medical  assistance  basic 
foodstuffs  (powered  milk,  bulgar  wheat,  lice,  and  cooking  oil)  were  distributed 
to- the  villagers. 


Once  the  villages  had  been  cordoned  off  the  people  were  airlifted  to  district 
headquarters  at  DUO  TU’-ilH  for  screening  and  issuing  of  identification  cards.  Over 
300  persons  irere  trai  sported  in  the  operation.  However,  only  20  of  then  permitted 
the  JSDCA?  team  to  administer  any  medical  aid.  It  was  quite  apparent  from  the  out¬ 
set  that  the-  people  had  been  well  indoctrinated  by  the  Viet  Cong  on  the  dire 
consequences  and  effects  if  any  of  then  should  accept  medical  help  from  US  troops. 
The  food  w?.3  received  in  much  the  same  manner. 


This  was  the  first  time  the  Blackhorse  Regiment  has  encountered  a  locale 
where  so:  many  of  the  people  were  pro-Viet  Cong.  In  order  to  counteract  this 
situation  an  extensive  psychological  program  has  been  initiated  in  this  area  stress¬ 
ing  the  importance  of  the  people  rallying  to  the  cause  of  the  povevre.’cnt  of  Vietnam. 

6.  (C)  KIS3I0H:  The  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  secures  a  base  camp 
vicinity  YS  1*298;  clears  and  secures  national  Highway  1  and  Interorovi  acial 
Route  333  from  BIEN  HQA  (YT  0012)  to  GIA  RAY  (YT  6312);  .Interprovincial, Route 
2  from  XUAN  LCC  to  the  boundary  of  the  1st  Australian  Task  Force  (1st  ATF ) 

T..0R  at  YS  1*697;  National  Highway  20  from  junction  of  National  Highway  1 

(YT  31*10)  to  RJ  vie  YT'  3616;  Interprovincial  Route  333  from  GIA  RAY  (YT  6312) 
to  VO  D-.T  (YT  7332;  opens  and  clears  a  route  from  vicinity  YT  1*1*01  to  LCilG  THANH 
(YS  1392). 

7.  (C)  CONCEPT  0?  CFCR'TIOK:  The  overall  concept  of  the  operation  was 
developed  with  the  idea  of  executing  the  plan  in  four  phases. 

a.  Phase  I  would  involve  a  clear  a>d. secure  operation  along  National 
Highway  1  from  BIEN  HCA  (YT  0012)  to  XUAN  LOC  (YT  1*508)  by  the  1st  Squadron 
with  the  919th  Engineer  Company  preparing  to  assist  in  base  camp  development.  The 
2nd  an'  3rd  Squadrons  would  continue- to  orovide  security  for  the  staging  area  with 
the  2nd  Squadron  ready  to  assume  the  mission  of  the  1st  Squadron  and  provide  a 
troop  size  reaction  force. 
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b.  Phase  II  would  commence  with  the  2nd  Squadron  assuming  the  mission  of 
the  1st  Squadron  and  occupying  a  combat'  base  vicinity  of  the  road  junction  of 
National  Highways  1  and  20  while  the  1st  Squadron  would  move  to  occupy  a  combat 
base  vicinity  YT  4301  and  secure  the  Regimental  base  Camp  site  (YS  4296).  In 
addition  the  1st  Squadron  would  be  prepared  on  order,  to  clear  and  secure  National 
Highway  1  and  Interprovincial  Route  333  south  and  east  from  XUAN  LOC  (YT  4508) 

to  GIA  RAY  (YT  6312).  3rd  Squadron- to  ^continue  securing  the  staging  area  and  be 
prepared  on  order  to  establish  a  combat  base  vicinity  YS  3995  and  secure  and  clear 
Interprovincial  Route  2  from  XUAN  LOC  (YT  4506)  to  the  boundary  of  1st  ATF  TAOR 
(YS  4679).  The  919th  Engineer  Company  (Armored)  would  be  prepared  on  order  to  move 
to  the  base  camp  and  assist  In  its  development . 

c.  In  Phase  III  the  1st  Squadron  would  continue  to  secure  the  base  camp 
and  conduct  route  security  on  National  Highway  1  from  XUAN  LOC  (YT  4508)  to  CIA  RAY 
(YT  6312)  while  being  prepared  to  conduct  a  route  security  mission  on  Interprovinc¬ 
ial  Route  333  from  GIA  RAY  (YT  6312)  to  V0  DAT  (YT  7332).  2nd  Squadron  would  con¬ 
tinue  its  route  security  mission  on  National  Highway  1  while  conducting  search  and 
clear  operations  south  of  the  road  Junction  of  Routes  1  and  20  at  the  same  time 
clearing  routes  to  OfO  i*UE  rubber  plantation  vicinity  YS  3998}  on  order  relieve  1st 
Squadron  of  base  can?)  security  mission.  The  3rd  Squadron  would  on  order  secure  a 
combat  base  vicinity  YS  3995;  on  order  clear  and  secure  Interprovincial  Route  2 
from  XUAN  10C  to  the  boundary  of  the  1st  ATF  TA®}  and  be  prepared  to  open  and  dear 

a  route  from  the  Regimental  Base  Camp  to  LOOT  THANH  (YS  1392)  and  provide  base 
can?)  security.  919th  Engineer  Company  would  continue  to  provide  assistance  for 
base  camp  development  and  combat  engineer  support  for  the  squadrons. 

d.  During  the  final  phase,  Phase  17,  the  1st  Squadron  would  on  relief 
of  base  camp  security  by  the  2nd  Squadron  continue  its  route  security  mission  on 
National  Highway  1  from  XUAN  LOC  to  OIA  RAY  and  initiate  oinilar  operations  on 
Interprovincial  .Route  333  to  V0  DAT.  2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  end  919th  Engineer 
Company  would  continue  with  their  assigned  missions  stated  in  Phase  III. 

8.  (C)  EXECUTION;  20  October  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

1st  Squadron 

Troop  L,  3rd  Squadron 

1st  Squadron  initiated  Operation  ATLANTA  at  0230H  moving  out  on  National 
Highway  1  from  the  Regimental  Staging  Atea  in  L0NQ  BINH  (YT  0612)  organizing  a 
combat  base  vicinity  YT  4301.  During  the  move  small  arms  fire  was  received  by 
Company  D  and  Howitzer  Battery.  2nd  Squadron  remained  in  the  staging  area  preparing 
for  movement  on  23  October  while  the  3rd  Squadron  provided  escorts  for  2nd  Bat¬ 
talion,  13th  Artillery  to  XUAN  LOC. 

21  October 

Ttood  B  and  Company  D  conducted  search  and  clear  operations  vicinity 
YS  4496  with  only  light  contact.  Numerous  tunnels  were  uncovered  and  destroyed. 
Troop  L  conducted  operations  to  the  east,  burning  30  huts  and  destroying  10 
tunnels  at  YS  354927.  At  2140  hours  Troop  B  received  a  burst  of  automatic  weapons 
fire  wounding  one  man,  and  observed  13  VC  probing  perimeter  positions  vicinity  YS 
440982.  Fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results. 

22  October 

Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  only  minor  incidents  during  the  day. 

One  1013  (AC AV )  from  Troop  B  was  damaged  by  a  pressure  mina  at  YS  1)55675  with  no 
casualties.  Four  Viet  Cong  Suspects  (VCS)  were  detained  by  Troop  B  vicinity  YS 
U7li857  and  evacuated  for  interrogation. 

23  October  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

lit  Squadron 

Troop  L  reverted  to  3/U  effective  1500  hours. 

Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  negative  contact.  A  tan!:  from  the 
919th  tineer  Company  was  damaged  by  a  mine  at  YS  1)1)9983  resulting  in  one  US 


Page  5  of  35"  Pages 


48 


CONFIDENTIAL 


I1 

li 


1 

I 


I 


1 

f 


fi 

t-1 


bP 


VIA,  2nd  Squadron  moved  from  the  staging  at  0550  with  Troop  G  and  advance  party 
elements  to  organize  a  combat  base  at  OiE  QBE  vicinity  IS  3999. 

2!»  October 

Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  the  1st  Squadron  conducting  search 
and  clear  operations  vicinity  YS  1*1*97  resulting  in  negative  contact.  A  \  ton 
truck  with  three  passengers  from  the  l*09th  Radio  Research  Detachment  received  one 
command  detonated  claymore  mine  and  3  rounds  of  small  arms  fire  vicinity  YS 
1*1*8995,  resulting  in  one  US  KIA,  one  US  L1A,  and  one  \  ton  truck  damaged.  The 
main  body  of  the  2nd  Squadron  departed  the  staging  area  0738  hours,  closing  in 
its  combat  base  at  0900  hours  without  contact. 

25  October 

Operation  ATLANTA  odntinued  with  search  and  destroy  operations  vicinity 
of  the  Regimental  Base  Cano  and  the  2nd  Squadron's  combat  base  resulting  .in 
negative  contact.  3rd  Squadron  provided  security  for  the  STARCCE!  site  i.YS  030115) 
as  part  of  UNION! OWN  (continuous  operation  -  security  for  BEN  KOA  area). 

26  October  -  Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  negative  contact.  l3t  Squadron 
conducted  patrols  vicinity  of  the  Regimental  Base  C/sra  and  RGATR’JivSSR  operations 
along  Interprovincial  Route  333  from  XUAN  LOC  (YT  1*1*0050)  to  GK  RAY  (YT  630120). 

Day  and  night  peibfols  were  conducted  by  the  3rd  Squadron  from  the  staging  area. 

27  October  -  Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  the  1st  Squadron  making  a  zone 
reconnaissance  south  of  the  Regimental  Base  Camp.  During  the  rsconnaissarce  at 
least  10  tunnels  containing  clothing,  rice,  hand  grenades,  cooking  unenslls  and 
documents  ware  located  and  destroyed.  Throe  ACAV's  from  Xrojp  A  were  damaged 

by  pressure  type  mines  resulting  in  one  US  VIA,  Negative  contact  was  made  by  the 
2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons. 

28  October  -  Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  search  and  destroy  operations 
vicinity  Regimental  Base  C  amps  and  BUDDY  operations  with  a  local  Popular  Force  (PF) 
platoon  achieving  negative  results.  Troon  K  provided  a  convoy  escort  for  188th 
Maintenance  Battalion  from  LONG  8INH  YT  060120  to  Blaekhorse  Base  Camp  without  In¬ 
cident.  In  conjunction  with  the  1st  Squadron's  activities  along  Interprovincial 
Route  2,  165,000  leaflets  were  dropped  frcr,i  YS  1*690  to  YS  I1683- 

29  October  -  Operation  ATLANTA  continued  without  contact.  Search  and  clear 
operations  by  Troop  A  disclosed  a  hut  containing  12  expended  57mm  RR  rounds,  a 
heme  made  battery,  and  anti..XmMdoon  propaganda,  at  YS  1*6565 8-  Troop  F  continued 
BUnnY  oporetionx  with  a  local  PF  platoon  vicinity  YT  >*11*015. 

30  October  -  Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  local  security  operations  ar-ound 
Blaekhorse  Base  Camp.  Contact  was  mace  with  l*-6  VC  by  an  ambush  patrol  from 
Howitzer  Battery,  1st  Squadron  vicinity  Y3  1*56?80  engaging  the  VC  with  small  arms 
and  hand  grenades.  The  enemy  returned  fire  with  7-10  rounds  of  small  arms  and  then 
broke  contact.  VC  casualties  unknown;  no  US  casualties.  Troop  L  continued  to 
provide  security  for  the  LONG  BINH  ASP. 

31  October  -  Operation  AffLAMEA  continued  with  the  advance  elements  of  the 
Regimental  Command  Group  closing  in  the  base  .canp  at  0900  hours.  Search  and 
destroy  operations  continued  in  the  vicinity  of  the  base  camp  while  Troop  C 
provided  security  for  a  bridge  classification  tea*  from  Company  C,  27th  Engineer 
Battalion  (C)  from  XUAN  LOC  along  National  Highway  1  and  Interprovincial  Route 
333  to  C/.U  GIA  HUY  (YT  678198).  Troop  C  received  10-15  rounds  automatic  weapons 
fire  vicinity  YT  1x61x053  with  negative  results.  Search  and  clear  operations  by 
Troop  A  located  a  hut  (YS  353928)  containing  250  pounds  of  rice.  Progress  continued 
on  the  development  of  the  base  camp  by.  27th  Engineer  Battalion.  Troop  S  unfavored 
200  pounds  of  rice,  100  BA- 30  batteries  and Imedical1  supolies  vicinity  YT  3li305l. 
Troop  L  continued  to  orovide  security  for  the  LONG  Bill!  ASP  with  no  contact. 

1  November  -  Troops  A  and  B  conducted  a  dismounted  night  march  at  0230' hours 
encircling  villages  at  YS  1*2091*0  and  YS  1*63996  with  no  contact.  The  27th  Engineer 
Battalion  continued  to  develop  the  base  camp. 
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2  November  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

1st  Squadron 

Troop  F  (OFCCN  1/11  for  base  camp  security) 

Preparation  for  the  displacement  of  the  Regimental  Headquarters  elements 
continued  while  Troop  C  road  marched  tc  GIA  RAY  (YT  621110)  along  Rational  High¬ 
way  1  and  Interprovincial  Route  333  without  contact.  Security  measures  were 
initiated  by  the  1st  Squadron  to  assist  Company  C,  2?th  Sngicear  Battalion  in 
securing  the  GIA  RtY  rock  quarry.  Security  coerations  by  the  3rd  Squadron  continued 
in  the  LONG  BINH  -  BEN  HQA  area. 

3  November  -  Chaiges  in  Task  Organization 

Troop  I  OPCOH  2/H  for  base  camp  security 

The  Regimental  Command  Groua  closed  in  to  the  base  camp  area  {IS  )jlu?6j») 
at  0920  hours.  Troop  A  with  support  from  Howitzer  Battery  continued  to  operate 
along  Interprovincial  Route  333.  Troops:  E  and  G  received  automatic  weapons  and 
small  arms  fire  with  Troop  G  observing  at  least  six  persons  vicinity  YS  hlu!:982. 

Troop  F  engaged  two  Viet  Cong  vicinity  YS  h25975  firing  3  rounds  N79  cannister  with 
unknown  results. 

h  November 

1st  Squadron 

Battery  C,  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery  attached  to  1st  Squadron. 

Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  the  1st  Squadron  pushing  northward  in 
conjunction  with  BUDDY  cordon  and  search  operations  in  the  SUOI  CAT  area.  Sporadic 
mining  and  small  arms  incidents  were  encountered  with  no  US  casualties.  Battery  C, 
2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery  provided  fire  sunoort  for  the  operation  from  GIA  RAY. 
Base  Cairo  security  continued  to  be  maintained  by  the  2nd  Squadron  while  tha  3rd 
Squadron  secured  the  staging  area. 

5  November  -  Troop  A  provided  security  for  engineer  work  parties  constructing 
culverts  in  Che  vicinity  CAV  GIA  HUYNH  (YT  677198).  Route  clearing  operations 
proceeded  northward  along  Interprovincial  Route  333.  Company  B,  27th  Engineer 
Battalion  commenced  work  on  a  rock  quai.-y  site  off  National  Highway  1.  In  support 
of  the  Regiment's  activities  loudspeaker  operations  were  conducted  at  VO  DAT  from 
YT  8642  to  YT  8945.  Base  camp  and  staging  area  security  continued  to  be  maintained 
by  the  2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  with  no  significant  contact. 

6  November--  Security  and  route  clearing  operations  continued  along  Interpro¬ 
vincial  Route  333  with  the  1st  Squadron  making  a  3how  of  force  at  VO  DAT.  600 
pounds  of  wheat  were  located  (YT  61:7078)  and- evacuated  by  Troop  C.  Sniper  fire 
vicinity  of  YT  651:071  was  received  by  Troop  C  resulting  in  one  US  WlA.  Troop  S 
and  2nd  Squadron  trains  closed  in  the  Regimental  Sase  i3ai.ro  from  their  combat  base 
camp  at  ONG  QUS.  Units  of  the  3rd  Squadron  continued  to  conduct  security  operations 
with  elements  of  the  3rd  Brigade  l»th  Infaitry  Division;  no  significant  contact  made. 

7  November 

Troop's  :V  and  B  conducted  dismounted  patrols  in  AQl:  while  Troop  C  conducted 
a  route  redonnaissanee  on  Highway  1,  In  conjunction  with  the  patrolo,  BUDDY 
operations  were  run  with  elements  of  the  52nd  Ranger  Battalion  vicinity  IT  61:0205 
east  to  YT  691:205  and  YT. 772280.  Battery  C,  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery 
displaced  to  YT  690218  to  provide  support  east  of  VO  DAT  (YT  7332).  Construction 
,of  a  culvert  bypass  (YT  678198)  was  completed  by  Company  C,  27th  Engineer  Battalion 
and  opened  .for  traffic.  Security  of  the  base  camp  continued  to  be  provided  by  the 
2nd  Squadron;  staging  area  security  was  provided  by  elements  of  the  3rd  Squadron 
with  Troop  L  and  one  platoon  of  tanks  from  Company  li  working  :dth  elements  of  the 
^rd  Brigade,  Uth  Infantry  Division  providing  a  screen  of  the  LONG  BINH  ASP,  vffth 
no  significant  contact. 

8  November  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization, 

1st  Squadron  OPCOH  to  1st  Infantry  Division  effective  11:00  hours. 
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Troop  I  released  to  3rd  Squadron  for  Operations  UNIONTOWN  and  MARSHALLTOWN 

1st  Squadron  terminated  its  operations  in  the  GIA  RAT  -  VO  DAT  area  at 
1000  hours.  Squadron  elements  cleared  GIA  RAY  (YT  6311)  at  1300  hours  on  their 
way  to  LAI  KHE  (XT  7738)  stopping  for  -  Class  I  and  III  resupply  at  the  LONG  BINH 
STAGING  AREA.  The  first  elements  of  the  squadron  arrived,  200  km's  later,  in  LAI 
KHE  at  1630  hours,  and  by  1830  the  entire  squadron  had  closed.  The  move  involved 
approximately  200  vehicles  and  1000  men  completely  combat  ready.  Elements  of 
Troop  G  relieved  the  1st  Squadron  contingent  of  security  operations  around  the  rock 
quarry  at  GIA  RAY  while  Troop  E  ran  search  and  clear  operations  from  the  Blackhorse 
Base  Camp  vicinity  of  YS  4590.  Occasional  small  arms  fire  was  received  by  Troops 
F  and  I  with  negative  results.  However,  Troop  E  had  an  ACAV  detonate  a  pressure 
typa  mine  (YS  457900)  resulting  in  one  US  WIA  and  damage  to  the  ACAV.  The 
remaining  Regimental  units  conducted  security  operations  in  the  staging  area  and 
LONG  BINH  -  BIEH  HOA  area. 

9  November 

1st  Squadron  continued  under  the  0PC0N  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division 
as  part  of  Operation  ATTLEBORO.  2nd  Squadron  continued  to  protect  the  base  camp 
and  dispatch  patrols  outside  the  perimeter  with  no  contact.  No  significant 
activities  occurred  in  the  staging  area.  3rd  Squadron  continued  Operation  UNI0NT0WN. 

10  November 

Local  patrols  and  security  of  the  base  camp  area  continued  to  be  main¬ 
tained  by  the  2nd  Squadron  while  the  3rd  Squadron  secured  the  staging  area  and  oper¬ 
ated  in  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade's  TA0R  as  part  of  Operation  UNI0NT0WN.  1st 
Squadron  remained  0PC0N  1st  Infantry  Division.  No  significant  results  were 
achieved. 

11  November 

1st  Squadron  continued  under  the  0PC0N  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  patrolling  and  securing  the  Regimental  Base  Camp 
with  one  platoon  from  Troop  G  providing  security  for  the  GIA  RAY  rock  quarry  in 
the  vicinity  of  YT  6311.  Troop  G  had  an  ACAV  hit  by  a  claymore  mine  (YT  627071) 
resulting  in  one  US  WIA  and  negative  damage  to  the  track. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  Operation  UNIONTOWN  and  provided  security  for 
the  staging  area.  An  M  Company  M48A3  Tank  attached  to  Troop  K  detonated  a  pressure 
type  mine  vicinity  of  YT  058149  slightly  damaging  the  vehicle.  On  National  Highway 
1  a  3/4-ton  truck  from  Troop  K  traveling  in  convoy  was  hit  by  a  claymore  mine 
resulting  in  no  US  casualties  and  only  minor  damage  to  the  vehicle. 

12  November 

1st  Squadron  remained  under  the  OPCON  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division. 

Security  of  the  base  camp  and  rock  quarry  continued  to  be  maintained 
by  the  2nd  Squadron. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  providing  support  for  Operation  UMIONTCWN  and 
security  for  the  staging  area  with  no  significant  action. 

13  November 

1st  Squadron  continued  to  provide  armor  support  for  Operation  ATTLEBORO 
under  the  operational  control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division. 

2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  continued  to  maintain  security  of  the  base  camp  and 
staging  area  respectively. 

14  November 


Activities  remained  the  same  with  the  maneuver  elements  continuing  with 
their  missions.  Company  M  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  vicinity  of 
XUAN  LOG  (YT  3810)  with  negative  results. 
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15  November 

1st  Squadron  continued  to  furnish  suoacrt  for  Operation  /)T,rL£30!i0  in  the 
LAI  KHE  area. , 

Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  the  2nd  Squadron  conducting  local  patrols  in 
conjunction  with  the  security  of  the  base  camp.  Convoys  continued  to  arrive  and 
depart  from  the  base  camp  daily,  traveling  National  Highway  1  from  LONG  B1NH  to 
the  Regimental  Base  Camp  without  incident.  3rd  Squadron  provided  convoy  escorts 
in  addition  co  securing  the  staging  area  perimeter  and  providing  one  Troop  for 
Operation  UNIONTOWN. 

16  November 

At  2025  hours  the  Regimental  Base  Camp  received  an  estimated  30  rounds 
of  82mm  mortar  fire  and  75raa  rficoiless  rifle  fire  vicinity  of  IS  li285?Sl,  YS 
1*62972  and  YS  1*55975.  Fire  was  immediately  returned  with  lo5  mm  howitzers,  1*.2" 
moj*tars,  and  90nm  tank  fire  which  quickly  and  effectively  silenced  the  VC  guns. 
Results  of  the  attack  were  8  US  WIA  ard  minor  equipment  damages.  A  later  check 
of  the  VC  gun  positions  indicated  the  enemy  had  departed  in  a  hurry  leaving 
unexpended  82mm  mortar  and  75™  Recoilless  Rifle  rounds. 

1st  Squadron  remained  OPCON  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division  on  Operation 
ATTLEBORO. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  Operation  ATLANTA  conducting  local  patrols  from 
the  base, camp  and  securing  the  GIA  RAY  rock  quarry  all  with  negative  results. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  providing  support  for  Operation  UNION! OWN  and 
the  security  of  the  staging  area.  Troop  L  received  25  rounds  of  automatic  weapons 
fire  vicinity  of  YT  r'8008S,  fire  returned  with  negative  results.  Troop  I  observed 
and  challenged  2  civilians  in  black  pajamas  breaking  a  trail  through  the  jungle 
(YT  05711*1*)  -  Upon  being  challenged  they  broke  and  ran  at  which  time  the  troop 
fired  20  rounds  of  small  arms,  possibly  wounding  one  of  then. 

17  November 

Patrols  from  the  2nd  Squadron  searched  the  area  around  the  base  camp  to 
locate  the  posi  tlons  used  by  the  VC  to  shell  the  camp  the  previous  night.  At  1135 
hours  Troop  G  found  32  expended  75mm  Recoilless  Rifle  rounds  and  one  live  75mm 
recoilless  rifle  misfire  at  YS  455979.  A  further  search  of  the  area  found  three 
mortar  positions  (YS  458974)  with  six  82mm  rounds,  assorted  mortar  fuzes  and  night 
firing  equipment. 

1st  Squadron  continued  Operation  ATLANTA  under  the  operational  control  of 
the  1st  Infantry  Division  at  LAI  SHE. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  to  support  Operation  UNIOKTCWN  and  provide  security 
for  the  Regimental  Staging  Area.  At  2115  hours  an  ambush  patrol  from  Troop  I 
heard  noises  at  YT  080118  engaging  the  suspected  area  with  one  round  of  il?9 
cannister;  two  hand  grenades  were  received  on  position.  8-10  rounds  of  1H6  were 
also,  fired  in  the  direction  of  the  noises  along  with  six  rounds  of  1*.2  inch  HE 
causing  a  secondary  explosion  after  the  patrol  withdrew.  No  US  casualties,  VC 
casualties  unknown. 

1(5  November 

1st  Squadron  continued  Operation  ATTLEBORO  under  the  operational  control 
of  the  1st  Infantry  Division. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  to  conduct  patrols  and  socure  the  base  camp  peri¬ 
meter  and  the  rock  quarry.  Probing  actions  irere  made  along  the  perimeter  in  Troop. 
E's  sector  at  0155  hours  and  2325  hours,  iusoected  locations  were  engaged  with  1-179 
rounds,  results  unknown. 

3rd- Squadron  continued  to  provide  security  for  the  staging  area  end  support 
for  Operation  UNICNTOUN.  The  2nd  Platoon  of  Troop  L  at  1825  hours  received  30 
rounds  of  snail  arms  fire  vicinity  YT  075066.  Fire  was  returned  with  N~7 9  and  small 
arms  fire,  results  unknown.  Contact  was  broken  at  181*5  hours. 
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19  November 

»  * 

1st  Squadroc  .sctttinui-i  tt  jSfiic'psie  in  Operation  ATTLEBORO  nov;  under 
the  operational  control  of  the  1733  Airborne  Brigade  effective  0700  hours. 

2nd  Squadron  conducted  patrols  in  the  vicinity  of  the  base  can?  (IS  Wi97) 
and  provided  security  for  tl:jj  rock'  -vfrry.  At  00145  hours  a  patrol  frcn  Troop  ? 
received  5-7  6Ctara  mortar  rounds  from  IS  l*3C95l  resulting  in  no  US  casualties. 
Artillery  fire  was  returred  with  unknown  results. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  UtHONTOWK  ooerations  and  security  of  the  stecing 
area.  The  area  of  operation  remained  quiet  with  only  occasional  snail  arms  fir¬ 
ing,  A  squad  size  base  camp  was  located  (YT  095086)  consisting  of  a  2C  neter  long 
trench,  5  foxholes,  and  cooking  utensils.- 

20  November 

1st  Squadron  was  released  from  operational  control  of  173d  Airborne 
Brigade  and  closed  on  the  staging  area  at  2035  hours. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  to  conduct  patrols  and  provide  security  for  the 
base  camp. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  to  support  operation  UNIOKTCWN  and  security  of 
the  staging  area  as  well  as  the  LOIG  3IFA  ASP, 

21  November  -  Changes  to  Task  Organization. 

Troop  K  and  L  OPCON  173d  Airborne  Brigade  in  support  of  UNIONTCFiH. 

The  Regiment  continued  Operation  ATLANTA  and  was  relieved  of  the  UNION- 
TOWN  mission  by  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  At  1025  hours  a  regimental  convoy 
traveling  on  National -Highway  1  towards  XUAN  LCC  was  ambushed  vicinity  YT  275100 
to  YT  290099.  Fire  was  immediately  returned  by  the  escort  platoon  from  Troop  C 
along  with  air  strikes  by  helicopters  and  fighter  aircraft  in  addition  to  artil¬ 
lery  ueing  fired  In  support  of  the  beleaguered  convoy.  The  1st  Squadron  moved 
to  the  ambush  site  as  a  reaction  force  from  the  LONG  BINH  staging  area.  Major 
contact  was  broken  at  1137  hours  except  for  sporadic  contact  during  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  day.  US  casualties  were  7  KIA  (5  from  11th  Armored  Cavalry),  8  WIA 
(7  from  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry);  VC  losses  included  a  final  total  of  30  KIA  (BC), 
1  VCS.  Weapons  captured  listed  in  Annex  A.  US  equipment  losses  included  2 

M113  destroyed,  1  M113  damaged,  4  2%-ton  trucks  destroyed,  1  UH1B  damaged;  VC 

losses  included  1  57mm  RR,  1  AK  47  rifle,  2  RPG  rounds  and  miscellaneous  documents. 

1st  Squadron. remained  in  the  area  of-  the  ambush  to  conduct  a  sweep  the 

following  day, 

2nd  Squadron  remained  at -the  base  camo  conducting  security  patrols  around 
the  perimeter. 

3rd  Squadron  was  released  from  Operation  .UNI0NT0VN  at  11*00  hoars  by  the 
173d  Airborne  Brigade..  Continued  to  provide  security  for  the  staging  a.-oa. 

22  November 

1st  Squadron  conducted  search  arid  destroy  operations  south  of  the  ambush 
site.  Four  more  VC  bodies  were  found  with  another  75-100  VC  KIA  (Possible. 

Eight  57mm  RP.  rounds,  a  tripod  w/T&E 'mechanism  for -either  a  recoilless  rifle  or 
heavy  machine  gun  wne  also  located. 

The  2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  continued  to  provide  base  camp  and  staging  area 
security  respectively. 

23  November 

1st.  Squadron  performed- base  camp  security  for  a- portion- of  the  perimeter 
with  no  significant.- events.  Patrols  from  Troop  C  found  a  grave  (YT  271*072)  con¬ 
taining' a  body  with  a, pistol -belt  and  one  US  grenade. 

Page  10  of  2(S,Pages 

CO  bl-.p  lO.e^Tl  AL 

o 


I. 


ft 


CONFIDENTIAL 

2nd  Squadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  vicinity  of 
YT  'lt003  and  provided  security  for  a  portion  of  the  iJIA  R-'Y  rock  quarry.  At  lllili 
hours  Troop  F  heard  8-10  rounds  of  snail  arms  fire  vicinity  YTli2500l5;  a  sweep 
of  the  area  was  made  with  negative  results.  A  platoon  from  Troop  G  received  an 
unknown  number  of  rounds  of  automatic  weapons  fire  and  heard  one  large  explosion 
believed  to  be  a  claymore  vicinity  YT  570063.  Fire  was  returned  with  automatic 
weapons  with  negative  results.  A  possible  tax  collection  noint  was  reported  by  the 
Air  Observer  at  YT  575605. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  to  secure  the  staging  area  and  supported  Operation 
mHOMOtM. 

2k  November 

Operation  ATLANTA  continued  with  the  1st  Squadron  performing  convoy  escort 
missions  from  LONG  BINH  to  the  Regimental  Base  Camp;  conducted  search  and  destroy 
operations  in  the  vicinity  of  their  assigned  sector  of  the  base  camp  perimater. 

Troop  C  reported  locating  a  fortification  complex  consisting  of  80  bunkers  and 
trenches  forming  a  "T"  from  YT  278087  to  YT  275075,  and  frcm  YT  278080  east  to 
YT  281079. 

2nd  Squadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  (YS  3h95)  with  Troop 
F  and  provided  security  for  the  GIA  R'iY  rock  quarry.  Or.  two  different  occasions 
persons  were  detected  along  the  perimeter  manned  by  Troop  E.  A  trip  flare  was 
ignited  at  0315  hours  revealing  two  persons.  Fire  was  received  at  this  time 
resulting  in  one  US  '/HA.  Two  rounds  of  mortar  fire  were  received  at  1820  hours  in 
the -2nd  Squadron  area.  light  fire  teams  were  scrambled  and  the  howitzer  batteries 
from  the  1st  and  2nd  Squadrons  were  used  to  engage  the  suspected  mortar  position. 
Reinforcing  fires  were  also  requested  and  provided  by  the  5i»th  Artillery  Group  in 
JOAN  ICC. 

3rd  Squadron  remained  in  the  staging  area  providing  security  and  support 
for  Operation  UHIOHTOvN. 

25  November 

1st  Squadror  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  vicinity  of  YT  495012. 
35  VCS  were  apprehended  in  a  hamlet  containing  VC  propaganda  material  and  empty 
60mm  mortar  containers;  seven  were  detained  for  further  questioning.  Troop  B  also 
conducted  ROADRUNNER  operations  from  YS  4497  to  YT  2810  without  incident. 

2nd  Squadron  utilizing  Troop  F  opened  Route  320  for  tracked  vehicles, 
from  the  base  camp  (YS  439956)  west  to  National  Highway  15  at  LONG  THANH  (YS  140920). 
The  bridge  located  at  YS  205935  yas  determined  passable  only  for  wheeled  vehicles 
with  a  bypass  available  for  tracked  vehicles.  ROADRUNNER  and  security  operations 
were  performed  by  Troops  E  and  C. 

3rd  Squadron  continue^  to  provide  security  for  the  staging  area  and  support 
for  Operation  UNIONTOWN  with  Troops  I  and  L  under  the  operational  control  of  the 
173d  Airborne  Brigade.  Troop  K  conducted  ROADRUNNER  operations  and  convoy  escort 
from  LONG  BINH  to  XUAN  LOC  without  incident. 

25  November 

Operations  remained  quiet  with  the  squadrons  providing  convoy  escorts, 
limited  search  and  clear  operations  and  base  camp  security.  Support  for  KJIOKTO'jW 
activities  continued  to  be  provided  by  the  3rd  Squadrom 

27  November 

Search  and  destroy,  operations  by  the  1st  Squadron  east  of  the  perimeter 
uncovered  90  volt  batteries  of  local  manufacture  in  a  tree  ‘wrapped  in  plastic. 
Troop  A  also  found  9  VC  packs  with-personal  equipment  and  new  black  nylon  pajamas. 

The  2nd  Squadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  northwest  of  the 
base  cams  and  continued’to  maintain  security  of  the  GIA  RAY  rock  qnarry  site. 

Security  of  the  staging  area  and  continued  support  of  UNIONTOWN  operations 
were  provided  by  the  3rd  Squadron.  Convoy  escorts  were  also  provided  for  rtgimenial 
vehicles  moving  to  and  from  the  base  camp, 
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28  November  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

Troop  E  relieved  Troop  L  of  its  UHIOHTGft!  mission  effective  1200  hours. 

1st  Squadron  continuad  Operation  ATLANTA  with  search  and  destroy  opera¬ 
tions  (IT  1*900)  northeast  of  the  base  camp  with  light  contact.  BS3XRUK1ER  and 
convoy  escort  operations  were  run  between  Blackhorse  Base  Cajqp  and  LOIC  BINH. 

2nd  Squadron  operated  north  of  the  base  camp  on  search  and  destroy  oper¬ 
ations  and  continued  tc  maintain  security  far  the  rock  quarry. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  to  participate  in  UTICKfOWH  with  Troops  I  and-L 
under  the  operational  control  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade. 

29  November 

Operation  ATIANTA  contiwed  with. the  1st  Squadron  making  a  reconnaissance 
in  fores  along  National  Highway  1  and  Interprovincial  Route  333  from  XUAIJ  TJX  to 
GIA  USE. 

2nd  Squadron  asstmed  a  portion  of  the  TOTICWTCWT  mission  under  the  oper¬ 
ational  control  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  Troop  F  provided  escort  for  Regi— 
mental  convoys  and  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  vicinity  of  IT  1*302. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  on  Operation  ATT  AKA  with  one  Troop  still  pa an¬ 
ticipating  in  Operation  DlGONIOklil. 

30' November 

1st  Squadron's  reconnaissance  In  force  operation  centihued  with  no  contact. 
A  report  from  a  10th  ABVN  Division  FAC  indicated  approximately  300  VC  '.ere  observed 
at  IS  1*1*85.  2nd. Squadron  unit3  were  dispatched  to  conduct  a  search  end  destroy 
operation  which  resulted  in  only  minor  contact. 

3rd  Squadron  meanwhile  maintained  security  of  the  staging  area  and 

continued  to  move  its  equipment  and  supplies  to  the  base  camp*  Troop  J.  completed 
Its  more  to  the  base  Camp  at  1315  hours'. 

1  December  -  Changes  to  Task  Organisation. 

Troop  G  relieved  Troop  I  of  0PCCH  mission  to  173d  Airborne  Brigade. 

Troop  I  reverted  to  3rd  Squadron  control. 

1st  Squadron  secured  the  rock  quarry  and  conducted  RQADRUNKJR 
operations  between  GIA  ttX  and  the  base  camp. 

2nd  Squadron  Operation  JlTL  TlADt  with  negative  contact  and  participated 
in  Operation  UrlOOTUL!  with  Troops  S  and  G. 

The  3rd  Squadron  (-)  closed  In  the  base  caap  at  11*00  hours,  with  the 
remaining  elements  from  the  Provisional  Squadron. 

2  December 

1st  Squadron  conducted  an  area  reconnaissance  (YS  1*997)  and  a  ROADRUiSER 
operation  to  GIA  RAY  at  the  same  time  providing  security  for  the  GIA  RAY  rock 
quarry.  AT  161*0  hours  a  resupply  convoy  consisting  of  2  l!l*8A3  Tanks  and  3  ACAVs 
(from  Company  D  and  Troop  B)  and  2  2%  ton  trucks  (one  from  the  27th  Sngineer 
Battalion)  was  ambushed  by  an  estimated  VC  Main  Force  Battalion  (Reinforced)  at  .IT 
627071  ihile  returning  from  GIA  RAY.  A  reaction  force  of  the  1st  Squadron  (-) 
moved  to  the  site  shortly  after  contact  wa a  made.  Reinforcing  fire  was  received 
from  ’7  air  strikes  and  artillery  fire  from  the  5l*th  Artillery  Group  at  XUA1!  LOG, 

The. main  ambush  force  was  positioned  southwest  of  National  Highway  1  with  elements 
of  tlia  squadron  positioned  on  the  west,  north  and  east,  sides  of  VC  Positions.  TAG 
air  and  artillery  were  utilised  to  seal  off  the  escape  routes  to  the  south. 

Contact  was  broken  at  1750  hours,  with  -only  sporadic  firing  continuing  until  1950 
hours. 
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Illumination  over  the  sealed  area  and  surpressing  fires  were  provided  by  an  AC47 
"Spook"  ship  after  nightfall.  As  of  2400  hours  US  casualties  were  13  VIA,  1  ACAV 
destroyed,  and  1  M48A3  tank  damaged.  VC  losses  Included  88  KIA  (BC),  3  machineguns 
(2  with  bipods)  and  l'AK47  assault  rifle.  The  attackers  wore  light  blue  uniforms 
with  pistol  belts  and  bandoleers  of  ammunition  draped  over  their  shoulders.  One 
noticeable  item  of  clothing  lacking  was  that  most  of  them  were  not  wearing  shoes. 
Expended  rounds  of  57mm  and  75mm  recoilless  rifles  were  found  near  the  ambush  site. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  to  secure  the  base  camp  and  support  Operation 
UNIOHTOWN. 


3rd  Squadron  secured  the  base  camp  and  conducted  area  reconnaissance 
in  the  vicinity  of  coordinates  YS  4189. 

3  December 

At  0700  hours  the  Regimental  Command  Group  moved  to  the  site  of  the 
ambush  while  the  1st  Squadron  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  south  and 
west  of  the  ambush  site.  At  0720  hours  Troop  A  uncovered  an  extensive  tunnel 
system  (YT  597063)  and  shortly  thereafter  captured  3  VC,  2  of  whom  were  wounded. 

One  of  the  VC  stated  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  1st  Company,  1st  Battalion,  275th 
Regiment,  5th  VC  Division.  At  1405  hours  Troop  C  captured  another  wounded  VC  and 
evacuated  him  for  medical  treatment.  Prior  tc  daylight  the  VC's  routes  of  with¬ 
drawal  had  been  sealed  by  artillery  from  2/35th  Artillery  and  an  Air  Force  AC-47 
orbiting  overhead. 

The  2nd  Squadron  remained  at  the  base  camp  and  conducted  ROADRUNNER 
operations  between  the  base  camp  and  LONG  BINH. 

The  3rd  Squadron  moved  from  the  base  camp  to  establish  blocking  positions 
along  National  Highway  1  from  YT  580065  to  YT  630087  in  support  of  1st  Squadron's 
search  and  destroy  operations  at  the  ambush  site.  Negative  contact  was  made  and 
Che  squadron  closed  in  Che  base  camp  at  1815  hours. 

4  December 

1st  Squadron  continued  to  search  the  2  December  ambush  site.  At  1025 
hours  Troop  C  captured  a  75mm  recoilless  rifle  with  T&E  mechanism  and  tripod  at  YT 
629073.  Later  on  Troop  C  found  1  75mm  recoilless  round',  3  gienades,  8  entrenching 
tools,  -25  foxholes  and  1  VC  KIA  (BC)  vicinity  YT  634078.  Total  losses  from  the 
ambush  were  1  US  KIA  (from  27th  Engineer  Battalion),  22  US  VIA  and  99  VC  KIA  (BC), 

3  VCC  (VIA).  See  Annex  B  for  breakdown  of  weapons  captured. 

2nd  Squadron  continued  to  conduct  ROADRUNNER  operations  between  the 
Regimental  Base  Camp,  and  LONG  BINH  and  provide  support  for .Operation  UNIONTOWN. 

3rd  Squadron  continued  to  improve  its  perimeter  defenses  while  providing 
base  camp  security. 

5  December 

ROADRUNNER  operations  were.donducted  between  GIA  RAY  and,  LONG  BINH  with 
negative  contact  by  t  he  1st  and  2nd  Squadrons. 

3rd  Squadron  mounted  a  BUDDY  search  and  destroy  operation  with  the  1st 
Battalion  43rd  Infantry  Regiment  (ARVN)  in  the  vicinity  of  YS  445850.  The  ARVN 
troops  made  an  airmobile  assault  after  the  3rd  Squadron  had  cordoned  off  the  area. 
Battery  B,  3nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery  was  attached  for  the  operation  and  organized 
a  fire  support  -base  at  YS  4496.  A  detailed  analysis  and  report  of  the  operation 
is  outlined  in  Annex  C  to  this  report. 

'6  December 

1st  Squadron  continued  Operation  ATLANTA  with  ROADRUNNER  operations  to 
GIA  RAY  and  LONG  BINH.  Troop  B  continued  to  provide  security  for  the  GIA  RAY  rock 
quarry. 

The  2nd  and  3rd  Squadrons  continued  to  secure  the  base  camp  and  conduct 
ROADRUNNER  operations  to  and  from  LONG  BINH. 
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7  December 

The  disposition  of  the  Regiment  remained  the  same  except  for  the  2nd 
Squadron,  With  the  1st  Squadron  securing  the  rock  quarry  and  the  3rd  Squadron 
providing  base  camp  security  the  2nd  Squadron  terminated  Operation  ATLANTA  and  at 
1000  hours  and  came  under  the  operational  control  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  for 
Operation  CAMARY/DUCK. 

8  December 

The  Regiment  terminated  Operation  ATLANTA  at  2l»00  hours, 

9.  (U)  SUPPORTING  FORCES: 

a.  Artillery: 

(1)  Size  of  Force: 

Howitzer  Battery,  1st  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Hoviitzer  Battery,  2nd  Squadron,  11th  Armored. Cavalry 
Hcvdtzer  Batbory,  3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
5Uth  Artillery  Group 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed: 

(a)  Battery  B,  2d  Bn,  35th  Artillery  (155mm  SP)  -  2  -  b 
December  -  supported, 

1st  Squadron  on  OLA  RAY  ambush  (2  Dee). 

b-5  December  -  supported  3rd  Squadron  on  Operation  ALEXANDRIA 
along  Interprovincial  Route  2. 

(3)  Concept  of  Operation:  The.  hovdtzer  batteries  organic  to  the 
Regiment  were  used  in  direct  supoort  of  their  parent  squadrons  with  the  additional 
iission  of  providing  general  support  for  t!:e  entire  Regiment.  General  support 
reinforcing  fir^s  and  harrassing  and  interdiction  (HScI)  fires  were  provided  by  the 
Sbth  Artillery  Group. 


(b)  Battery  A,  2nd  Battalion,  32nd  Artillery  (OPCOH  to  5bth 
Artillery  Group  less  corinand  from  23rd  Artillery  Group)  (8"/175mm  SP)  -  21  Hover, iber 
and  2  December  provided. general  supoort  reinforcing  and  I&I  fire3. 

(c)  Battery  C,  7th  Battalion,  79th  Artillery  (105mm  towed)  - 
20  October  -  8  December  provided  supolementary  Hil  fires. 

b.  Signal: 

(1)  Units  Employed:  A  detachment  from  Company  B,  53rd  Signal 
Battalion  consisting  of  a  radio  relay  terminal  (AH/MRC  -  17),  and  HF  radio  van 
(AN/GRC-26D),  a  communications  center  (AN^HGC  -  17)  and  10  signal  personnel  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant  Ing. 

(2)  Method  of  Employment:  The  detachment  was  utilised  to  terminate 
command  and  central  telephone  circuits  to  II  F  Force  7,  provide  access  to  the 
Army  Area  Communications  System,  and  to  provide  a  communications  center  for  the 
11th  Armored  Cavalry. 

(3)  Execution:  The  Regimental  Signal  Officer  determined  what  circuits 
were  needed  for  the  operation  and  forwarded  his  requirements  to  the  II  F  Force  V 
Signal  Officer.  II  F  Force  V  then  submitted  mrk  reqissts  for  the  installation 

of  the  necessary  terminals  which  were  established  by  the  53rd  Signal  Detachment, 
lines  from  the  terminals  were  extended  by  personnel  from  the  Regimental  Communi¬ 
cations  Platoon.  Initially,  circuits  were  established  to  the  LONG  BIRH  staging  area. 
However,  as  the  Regiment  cleared  the  area  these  circuits  were  dropped  and  others 
established  in  the  base  camp  area.  The  first  circuits  in  the  base  camp  were 
operational  by  31  October  1966. 

(b)  Concept  of  Operations:  The  53rd  Signal 'Detachment  deployed  with 
the  forward  command  oost  elements  a IT  the  Regiment  'oft  31  .October  and  remained  at 
the  base  camp  providtagcoomunications  between  the  Blackhorse  CP  ani  higher  head¬ 
quarters. 
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(5)  He  suits  i  The  detachment  provided  continuous  coettfuirf.  cations 
with  high  quality  circuits,  throughout  ths  operation.  The  operation  of  the  Blade- 
horse  switchboard  and  installation  of  wire  to  all  orgenio  and  supporting  units  in 
the  bass  comp  was  accomplished  by  the  -Regimental  Conrrunicntions  flatoon  thus 
providing  all  units  access  to  the  army  arsa  coranunicationa  system. 

c.  Army  Aviation: 

(1)  Units  Employed: 

(a)  Aviation  Platoon,  BHT,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 

(b)  Aviation -Section,  HUT,  1/llth  Armored  Cavalry 

(c)  Aviation  Section,  HHT,  2/llth  Armored  Cavalry 

(d)  Aviation  Section,  HHT,  j/Htb  Armored  Cavalry 

(2)  Method  of  Employment: 

(a)  Aviation  Seetiona  -  General  support  of  the 'Regiment. 

(b)  Aviation  Sections  -  direct  support  of  their  respective 
squadrops;  cross-attached  between  squadrons  as  situations rrqquirdd. 

(3)  Concept  of  Operations: 

(a)  The  Regimental  Aviation  platoon  provides  a  limited  lift 
capability  within  the  transport  section  utilising  six  CH-ID'8,  and  ccemand  and 
control  support  utilizing  the  two  ®-233's  in  the  comaod  and  control  section. 

(b)  The  UH-lD's  provided  aviation  support  in  a  variety  of  ways 
such  as  command  and  control,  logistical  troop  and  cargo  lifts,  combat  troop  and 
cargo  lifts,  medical  evacuation,  reconnaissance,  training,  aircraft  maintenance, 
administration,  mail  deliver/,  F'.C,  psychological  warfare,  and  hauling  of  perishable 
rations. 


(c)  The  OH-230's  were  used  primarily  for  ccrmand  and  control 
and  administrative  missions.  They  were  also  used  quite  extensively  for  convoy- 
escort,  artillery  adjustment  and  reconnaissance  operations. 

(d)  The  UHelC's  WBre  effectively  used  in  auch  roles  as  ambush 
suppression,  escort  of  airmobile  operations,  truck  coirvoy  escort,  daily  perimeter 
reconnaissance  of  the  base  camp,  and  as  a  standby  immediate  reaction  security  force. 

(It)  Significant  engagements  during  which  Army  Aviation  played 

a  major  role: 

(a)  Ambuah  supnression  and  search  and  destrqy  operations, 
vicinity  coordinates  YT  2810,  21-23  November  1966. 

(b)  Ambush  sunpression  and  search  and  destroy  operations, 
vicinity  coordinates  YT  6307,  2-lt  December  1966. 

(6)  Operation  Alexandria  in  supoort  of  3/11,  search  and  destroy 
operations  vicinity  of  coordinates  YS  id»8U. 

(5)  Statistical  data  on  Army  Aviation  support  operations. 

(a)  Hours  flown: 

1  OffeSatH-  607  hours. 

S  UB-1D  &  AB-1C  -  1387  hours. 

(b)  Sorties  flown: 

1  Command  and  control  -  856  Sorties. 

S  Combat  Support  -  3207  Sorties. 

5  Combat  Assault  -  337  Sorties. 

(c)  Cargo  trai  sported  -  62.5  tons. 

f  (d)  Passengers  transported  -  It,  357* 
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(6)  Elements  supporting  organic  aviation  units: 


7t> 


(a)  68th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (airlifted  1/1:3  AKVN  Regt 
on  Operation  Alexandria  $  Dec). 

(b)  5o6lh  QM  Co  provided  POL  support  at  the  Regimental  Base  Camp, 
d.  U.St  Air  Force: 


(1)  Employment: 


O.S.  tactical  air  elements  were  employed  in  support  of  the  11th 
Armored  Cavalry  throughout  Opoxrrtlon  y.ftANTA.  0-1  AircrtXt-  of  the  JACP*  11th  Armor- 
ed  Cavalry  were  flo'./n  dai.ly  in  the  support  of  operations.,  Missions  flown  consisted 
of  VR,  from  which  valuable  intelli.ge.uca  data  was  collected  and  submitted}  FAC,  in 
ifeieh  tactical  fighter  and  bomber  aircraft  were  employed  against  both  preplanned 
and  immediate  target*  selected  and  requested  by  the  Regimental  S-2  and  S-3 
sections;  convoy  escorts  during  which  both  0-1,  and  when  required,  fighter  aircraft 
escorted  11th  Armored  Cavalry  convoys;  and  Artillery  Adjustment,  in  which  the 
FAC's  in  the  0-1  aircraft  adjusted  both  Regimental  and  other  support  artillery 
against  targets  within  the  area  of  operations.  Administrative  flights  were 
flown  by  the  0-1  aircraft  but  these  were  mainly  in  support  of  TACF  requirements, 

(2)  Control: 

All  Air  Force  elements  utilised  during  the  operation  were 
’under  the  command  and  control  of  the  7th  U.S.  Air  Force  (PACAF). 

(3)  Effectiveness: 


Themajority  of  the  tactical  fighter  and  bomber  strikes  were, 
as  determined  by  subsequent  agents  reports,  considered  veiy  effective.  These 
agents  reports  must  be  relied  upon  because  ground  follow  up  action  was  generally 
impossible  due  to  the  terrain  and/or  other  tactical  oonsiderati.ons.  On  two 
occasions  when  the. Regiment  had  convoy3  ambushed  by  sir. able  Viet  Cong  forces 
tactical  airpover  was  instrumental  in  keeping  i'rj end' y  losses  to  a  minimum  and 
was  of  great  aid  in  dispatching  the  enemy  force.  Killed  by  sir  body  count  in 
these  encounters  was  low  due  to  the  Viet  Ceng  tactic  of  rapidly  evacuating  their 
killed  and  wounded.  Again,  subsequent  agent  reports  supported  the  fact  that 
the  tactical  air  forces  employed  were  very  effective  and  the  actual  body  count 
told  only  a  small  portion  of  the  story. 

(U)  Statistical  Data  on  Air  Force  Support  Operations: 

(a)  Sorties  Flotih: 

VR  -  132 

FAC  -  39 
Escort  -  13 

Artillery  Adjustment  -  10 
Administrative  -  9 
Combat  Strike  -  135 

(b)  Type  aircraft  flown  mith  breakdown  of  number  of  sorties 

per  type: 

F-100  -  89 
F-5  -  29 
B-57  -  12 


a 

ACU7  -  1 


C-l  -  203 

Goplfi  oe^TI  Al¬ 
ii 
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(c)  A  total  of  190  tons  of  ordnance  was  expended  with  the 
following  breakdown  by  type: 


MK-56 

100C#  Be  Mb 

1»3 

M-117 

■  750#  OP  Bomb 

Ik 

HK-82 

500#  Bemb 

172 

MK-81 

250#  Bomb 

28 

260#  BVag  Bomb 

2U 

BLU.1B/27B 

750#  Napalm 

228 

Canni stars  of  CBtJ  (All  Types) 

30 

2.75mm  FFAR 

341 

Illumination  Flares 

19 

.30  Cal  Ammo  (Rounds) 

15,000 

20mm  HEI  (Rounds) 

9600 

e.  Engineer: 

(1)  Obits: 

919th  Engineer  Company  (Armored) 

(2)  Method  of  Employment: 

During  the  operation  engineer  elements  were  attached  to  the 
squadrons  based  on  their  assigned  missions.  Attachments  in  some  cases  were  made 
down  to  troop  and  company  level  with  an  engineer  squad  providing  the  support. 

Tasks  assigned  the  919th  Engineer  Company  (Armored)  ranged  from  base  camp  develop¬ 
ment  and  security  to  combat  engineer  support  (clearing  mines,  destruction  of  fort¬ 
ifications  and  construction  of  temporary  bridging). 

(3)  Execution: 

On  20  October  the  1st  Platoon  attached  to  the  1st  Squadron 
moved  to  the  area  of  the  base  camp  and  began  clearing  fields  of  fire,  utilizing 
three  tank  dozers  and  one  full  tracked  bulldozer.  While  the  fields  of  fire  were 
being  cleared  and  the  base  camp  perimeter  secured  each  of  the  three  platoons 
were  providing  combat  engineer  support  to  the  various  Armored  Cavalry  Troops 
when  an  independent  mission  was  required.  Specifically,  a  squad  from  the  1st 
Platoon  supported  Troop  A  by  probing  and  clearing  mines  in  suspected  areas  and 
destroying  bunkers  tunnels  and  booby  traps.  One  of  the  other  squads  from  the 
1st  Platoon  while  supporting  Troop  B  on  a  reconnaissance  mission  encountered 
an  ingeniously  emplaced  mine  complex  designed  to  disable  an  armored  vehicle  and 
once  stopped,  destroy  it  with  a  charge  that  was  placed  at  a  higher  elevation  than 
the  first.  They  also  destroyed  enemy  bunkers  and  tunnels  as  they  were  located. 
While  the  3rd  Squadron  of  the  1st  Platoon  supported  Troop  L  on  a  search  and  destroy 
operation,  it  constructed  a  hasty  bridge  crossing  in  order  for  the  troop  to 
continue  with  its  mission. 

On  26  October  the  1st  Platoon  moved  back  to  the  staging  area  to  assist  the 
Company  Headquarters  in  their  move  to  th3  base  camp.  The  following  day  the 
2nd  Platoon  completed  its  move  to  the  bate  camp. 

fly  31  October  the  entire  company  had  displaced  to  the  base  camp  area  and  was 
busily  engaged  in  constructing  defensive  positions  and  sandbagging  living  areas. 
Building  materials  were  obtained  and  precut  for  use  in  construction  of  permanent 
bunkers  for  the  base  carp.  In  conjunction  with  the  installation  of  the  perimeter 
defenses  technical  assistance  wa3  provided  to  the  various  troop  units  occupying  the 
camp. 

(U)  Results: 

fly  8  December  the  perimeter  wire  and  bunker  system  was  6Cff, 
completed  in  the  base  camp  area  and  work  on  the  base  camp  roads  and  drainage 
ditches  were  50%  completed.  Vertical  construction  was  in  Its  initial'  stages  with 
priority  of  effort'  going  to  latrines,  showers  and  meashalls.  All  base  camp 
development  projects  ware  accomplished. in  conjunction  with  the  27th  Engineer 
Battalion  (C ) , 

p 
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Recon.  dinner  ce  activities  were  confined  mainly  to  hasty  bridge  and  rent* 
surveys.  This  wa  caused-  primarily  because  of  the  nature  of  the  duties  placed 
upon  the  engineer  platoons  by  the  units  to  ubioh  they  wen  attached,  These  ' 
missions  included  tunnel  and  fortification  destruction  and  minor  road  and  bridge 
repairs. 

10.  (C)  RESULTS: 

a.  Friendly  Losses:. 

ha,-  8 

IJIA  -  1*9 

Equipment  lost  or  destroyed: 

ACA7  -  3 

Equipment  "damaged: 

ACA7  -  9 
Tank  1^843  -  3 
T3H1B  -  3 
UH1D  -  1- 
0H23G  -  1 

b.  Enemy  Losses: 

a  (1)  Personnel: 

KXA  (BC)  -  136 
KIA  (Poss)  -  101* 

VCC  -51 
PCS'  -276 

(2) .  Weapons  and  aaminltion: 

Recoilless  Rifle: 

7 5ma  'Amount  -  1 
5?m  u/iaount  -  1 
ISachine  gun  -  5 
Submachine  gun  -  6 
Rocket  Launcher  —1 
Icrtar  (6Cbm)  -  1 
Small  Arms  —  8 
Artillery  Hounds  -  2 
iiortar  Hounds 25 
Hecoilless  Hounds  -  11 
Rockets  -  2 
Mines  -  28 
Grenades  -  28 

Small  Arms  Ammunition  «  2570 

(3)  Installations: 

Base  camps  -  8 
Fortifications 
Tunnels  -.61 
Tranche's  —  59 
Tunnel/Bunker  Ccaylex  -  3 
Foxholes  -  261* 

(U)  Foodstuffs: 

Hioe  -  life  tons 
Peanuts  -  1  ton 
Salt  -  1  ton 
Iliscellaaeoua  -  1100  lbs 
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(5)  5tfppli.es  s 

Unifortni  *’f f  Seta 
Bieyftles  -  6 
Cooking  Utensils--  52 
Catteries  168 

Packs  and  individual  web  gear  -  U8  sets 

(6)  Miscellaneous: 


Documents  -  41  lbs 
Medical  Supplies  -  54  lbs  (+) 

Flag  -.1  (metal) 

Oil  -  120  gallons 
Money  -  53,000$VN 
Electrical  Wire  -  2200  meters- 

11.  (U)-  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS: 

a.  Logistics'; 

Resupply: 

(1)  Methods.  1st  Logistical  Command  on  reqaest  of  the  Regiment 
established  a  forward  supply  point'  (FSP)  in  the  Regimental  Base  Camp  area.  During 
Operation  ATL'.OTA,  resupply  of  Class  Ij  in  and  niA  was -handled  by  supply  point 
distribution  from  the  FSP.  Class  7  resupply  was  and  still  is  being  accomplished 
by  supply  point  distribution  from  the  3rd  Ordnance  Ammunition  Supply  Point  (ASP) 
at  LONG  BliiH.  Class  II  and  IV  supply  (except  PLL  repair  parts)  were  received 
through  the  266th  Quartermaster  Supply  and  Service  Battalion  at  LOIU  BIMH. 

(2)  Techniques,  Logistical  convoys  were  used' to  provide  the 
primary  mode  of  resupely  for  the  units  of  the  Regiment  and  the  FSP.  Aerial 
resupply  was  employed  only  on  an  emergency  basis. 

(3)  Basic  Loads: 

(a)  Class  I.  Bach, unit  of  the  Ragi  'eht  carried  a  3  day 
supply  of  ICI's  on  their  vehicles  with  a  2. day  supnly  in  their  unit  trains. 

(b)  Class  III.  Each  Squadron  Support  Platoon  is  authorized 
seven  1200  gallons  tank  and  pump  units  by  T0&E.  Additionally,  each  squadron'  has 
been  authorized  two  5,000  gallon  tankers  with  tractor  by  MTO&E  (USARV  Form  47). 
Experience  during  the  operation  has  shown  that  the  Regiment  used  an  average  of 
67,113  gallons  of  Class  III  and  IIIA  per  week  broken  down  as  follows:  JP-4,  8, 
904  gallons;  AVGAS,  1,506  gallons;  MOGAS,  35,487  gallons;  DIESEL,  21,216  gallons. 

(c)  Class  V  -  Below  is  listed  a  consolidated  list  of  the 
Regimental  basis  load: 


DCDACj? 

1305-A011 
1305-A0 66 
1305- A068 
1305-A121; 
1305-A130 
1305-/131 
1305-A12? 
1305-132 
1305-Altf5 
1305-A557 
1310-B568 
1310-B57U 
1315-0258 
1315-0262 
1315-0266 
1315-0280 


BOEHOLISURS 

aisic  lo;d 

ctg,  12  Ga.  .Shotgun 

l:0,ooo 

Ctg,  5.56mm,  3all 

1,739,880 

Ctg,  5.56ran,  Tracer 

579,960 

Ctg,  7.62m,  Tracer,  Carton 

100,000 

Ctg,  7.62rr.,  Ball,  5  rd  Clip 

851,1:80 

Ctg,  7.62r,iii,  linked,  Ball  and  Tracer 

612,11:0 

Ctg,  7>62mm,  Linked 

2,265,560 

Ctg,  Cal  .30  Carbine,  Ball,  lOrd  Clip 

1,000 

Ctg,  Cal  .15  3all 

27,855 

Ctg,  Cal ...50  3all  and  Tracer,  Linked 

1,207,500 

Ctg,  IIU06 

6,081: 

Ctg,  ItOnm,  Fixed  KE,  2(386 

1*,056 

Ctg,  90cn,  Smk,  '.J? 

'  288 

Ctg,  9Qnm,  Cannister 

2,306 

Ctg,  9Cttm,  IE 

768 

Ctg,  90tu,  iE-T 

i;iiii2 

C- 0(4/1  OtVTI  At- 
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MCMBNCXATORB 


BASIC  LOAD 


X3X5-CI *1*5 
1315-01*1*9 
1315-0*51 
1315-0*52 
1315-01*53 
1315- 01*51 
1315-01*55 
1315-0701* 
1315-0705 
1315-0706 
1315-0708 
1330-0889 
1330-0900 
1330*0910 
1330-0930 
1330*091*0 
1330-G950 
1330-G955 
1330-H600 
i3i*5-al*3 
131*5-8935 
13/0-1231 
1370-1232 
1370-1233 
1370.1307 
1370-1311 
1370-1311* 
1370-1315 
1370-1320 
1370-1322 
1370-1323 
1370-1321* 
1370-11,07 
1370-11*95 
1370.16a 
1375-M023 
1375-M030 
1375-H031 
1375-H032 
1375-M130 
1375-K131 
1375-M2U. 
1375-MU56 
1375-M670 
1375-K766 
13l*0-Hl*96 
131*0-H5S5 
1390-H200 
1390-N319 
1390-N335 
1390-/4*12 


Ctg,  105ob,  w/o  Fuze 

Ctg,  105mn,  Illun,  w/fuzs  MTSQ 

Ctg,  105mn,  Stale,  Green,  w/fuze  MTSQ 

Ctg,  105ns,  Stak,  BO,  v/fuze  MTSQ 

Ctg,  105ma,  Sisk,  Rad,  v/ftui.  MTSQ 

Ctg,  105ms,  Stak,  UP,  w/fuze  PD 

Ctg,  105ns,  Smk,  Yellow,  u/fuze  MTSQ 

Ctg,  1.2”  Hortar,  IS,  w/fuze  PD 

Ctg,  hi 2”  Hortar,  HS,  w/o  fuse 

Ctg,  1*.2"  Mortar,  Ilium 

Ctg,  l*.2"  Hortar,  Stak,  ’.JP 

Oran,  Hand,  Frag 

Oran,  Hand,  Incend 

Oran,  Hand,  Offensive 

Oren,  Hand,  Stak,  Hhlta,  HC 

Oran,  Hand,  Stak,  Oraan 

Oran,  Hand,  Stak,  Red 

Oran,  Hand,  Sink,  Violet 

Rkt,  HE*  3i5* 

Mine,  AP,  M181A,  Non. bounding,  Non-metallic 

Ciickner,  Incend  Oil-  V5 ;,  100  lb  drum 

Sig,  HIub  Acft,  Rad 

Sig,  Illua  Acft,  lellow 

Sig,  Ilium  Acft,  Green 

Sig,  muni  Gnd,  White  Star  Cluster 

Sig,  Ilium  Gnd,  White  Star,  Para 

Sig,  mum  Gnd,  Qraen  Star,  Cluster 

Sig,  Ilium  Gnd,.  Red  Star,  Cluster 

Sig,  Smk,  Gnd,  Red 

Sig,  Smk,  Gnd,  Yellow 

Sig,  ask,  Gnd,  Red,  Para 

Sig,  Stak,  Gnd,  Green,  Para 

Flare,  ‘Acft,  para 

Flare,  Surface,  Trip,  Ml *9 

Starter,  Fire 

Chg,  Demo,  Block,  Coop,  Cl* 

Chg,  Demo,  Block,  TNT,  -4  lb 

Chg,  Demo,  Block,  TNT,  £  lb 

Chg,  Demo,  Block,  TNT,  1  lb 

Cap,  Blasting,  Spec-Elec,  J2 

Cap,  HI  as ting,  Spec-non-Elec 

Best,  Explosive,  M10 

Cord,  Da  to,  Reinforoed 

Fuze,  Blasting,  Time,  Explosive  loaded 

Ignite,  Time  Blasting  Fuse,  Pull  Wire  Type 

Met,  2.75",  w/motor 

Rkt,  66mm,  Heat,  M72 

Fuze,  Point  Deto,  M78,  CP 

Fuze,  Point  Deto,  M5lA  series 

Fuze,  Point  Deto,  M557  w/ooojter  M125A1 

Fuse,  Proximity,  M513  series 


3,600 

255 

15 

360 

15 

270 

15 

2,592 

1,037 

259. 

1*32 

8,1*32 

5,91*1 

1,000 

960 

399 

399 

399 

108 

792 

1*5 

61* 

61* 

61* 

500 

1,000 

500 

5oo 

200 

200 

200 

200 

250 

5,676 

225 

1,1*80 

300 

200 

1,850 

1,850 

1,850 

180 

9,000 

6,G00 

1,850 

350 

1*00 

39 

1,998 

261 

2,1*03 


(d)  Weapons  densities  {Regiment  and  attached  units)- are 

indicated  below* 


KCHSKCIATDRE 

Rifle,  Mil* 

Rifle,  ML6 
MO,  7.62 mm,  »50 
ID,  7.62ns,  M60C 
H3,  7.62ns,  M73 
Carbine,  Ml 
Pistol,  M1911A1 
Submachine  pm,  HjAl 
ID,  Cal  .50,  M2 
Grenade  launcher,  5179 
M159  (U*  tube*  each) 
Rocket  launcher,  3,5" 
M5  (1*0*  aerial) 


AOTH 

1*75 

681* 

2,623 

2,231* 

81*7 

61*7 

1*8 

1*6 

63 

63 

18 

18 

1,007 

1,006 

11*5 

11*5 

583 

583 

31*7 

31*7 

12 

12 

18 

18 

1* 

2* 
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b.  transportation.  Tha  Regiment  relied  principally  on  organic  transpor¬ 
tation  support  located  in  tha  support  platoons  of  the  squadrons  for  its  canbat 
service  support.  Token  support  was  provided  by  the  Saigon  Area  Transportation 
Officer  to  move  2,500  short  tons  of  WABTCC,  CQNBSX  containers  and  tentage  from  the 
staging  area  to  tha  base  camp  area.  The  Regiment  vae  required  to  pickup  Class  XX 
end  IV  supplies  (lass  repair  parts)  and  Class  V  from  supply  points  in  the  ID1KJ  BINS 
area  (an  apprcKinato  110km  turn  around).  The  same  oombat  servioe  support  vehicles 
were  also  used  to  deliver  from  the  base  c*np  supply  points  to  the  squadrons  which 
in  sons  cases  involved  another  110km  turn  around.  The  use  of  tactical  support 
vehicles  to  return  to  rear  area  supply  points  as  well,  as  deliver  frem  forward 
supply  points  to  the  units  of  the  Regiment  has  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of 
excessive  mileage  cm  the  tactical  support  vehicles  of 'the  Regiment.  This  situation 
will  be  alleviated  somewhat  when  a  planned  forward  supply  point  for  Class  V  is 
established  in  the  base  canp.  However,  the  problem  of  Class  II  and  IV  will 
continue  until  such  tine  as  a  FSP  is  established  for  these  supplies. 

.C,  Ifedical  Evaluation  and  Hospitalization. 

(1)  Concept:  The  squadron  medical  platoons  wculd  provide  iimediate 
treatment  and  prepare  casualties  for  evacuation  to  the  37th  Mediaal  Company 
and/or  request  "Dust  Off"  support.  Aeronedical  support  'culd  be  provided  by  either 
the  Regimental  Aviation  Platoon  or  Aercraedical  units  located  at  ICIB  BINH  depending 
on  the  availability  of  aircraft. 

(2)  Execution:  Each  armored  cavalry  troop  normally  had  medical 
personnel  and  evacuation  vehicles  attached  to  them  from  tha  souadron  headquarters 
troop..  Initial  medical  aid  was  provided  by  these  aidmen  while  awaiting 
aeroevacuatian .  Whenever  a  landing  zone  could  not  be  secured  or  the  terrain  was 
such  that  the  helicopters  could  not  land,  the  attached  evacuation  vehicles  were 
utilized  to  move  the  casualties  to  the  squadron  aid  station  end  subsequently  to 
the  93rd  Evacuation  Hospital  in  L0>B  BINH  or  the  3rd  Field  Hospital  in  SAIGON. 

Over  907.  of  the  Regiment's  casualties  were  evacuated  by  air.  Response  to  "Dust 
Off"  requests  was  immediate  and  highly  effective.  On  several  occasions  the  "Dust 
Off"  pilots  exposed  themselves  and  their  aircraft  to  heavy  enemy  fire  as  well  as 
friendly  artillery  fire  in  order  to  evacuate  a  critically  wounded  trooper. 

12.  (U)  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES:  No  special  techniques  or 
equipment  was  employed  or  developed  during  Operation  ATLANTA. 

13.  (U)  COMMANDER  ANALYSIS:  Operation  ATLANTA  proved  to  be  a  most  success¬ 
ful  operation  not  only  from  the  standpoint  of  casualties  Inflicted  on  the  Viet 
Cong  but  the  number  of  lines  of  communication  that  have  been  opened  to  friendly 
traffic.  No  longer  can  the  Viet  Cong  freely  utilize  them  for  movement  of  their 
forces  and  supplies  nor  set  up  tax  collection  points  to  harass  and  extort  money 
from  the  local  populace.  The  persistent,  aggressive  and  far  reaching  actions  of 
the  Regiment  have  continually  kept  him  off  balance  thus  preventing  any  massing 

of  forces  for  any  sizable  attack.  The  two  instances  (ambushes)  when  he  was 
able  to  mount  an  offensive  action  resulted  in  complete  routs.  Geographical 
locations  heretofore  considered  privileged  Viet  Cong  sanctuaries  were  breached 
by  the  armored  columns  of  the  Blackhorse  Regiment  destroying  base  camps, 
fortifications,  and  capturing  precious  stores  of  food.  The  operation  only 
further  demonstrated  the  flexibility,  effectiveness,  and  _prowess  of  an  Armored 
80  iJMurgsncy  environment.  The  eituatione  encountered  by 
the  Blaclth or s e  ran  the  gamut  from  RQiJDRUHNSR  and  convoy  escort  missions  to 
cordon  end  search  operations  thereby  the  squadro)  a  had  to  seal  of.C  aid  then  move 
in  and  physically  root  tfe»  Viet  Cong  Foroes.  Ch  each  occasion  the  enemy  was 
decisively  engaged  and  felt  the  full  canbat  power  of  the  Regiment  with  tailing 
results.  Throughout  the  operation  the  Regiment  has  been  able  to  move  at  will 
in  LCHQ  IMAHH  and  BINH  TUI  Provinces  and  the  northern  most  portion  of  PIIDC  TUI 
Province  both  on  and  off  the  ldghwaye  experiencing  little  difficulty  with 
terrain  or  geographical  obstacles. 
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Operation  ■iTL.'-l’TA  was  the  Itegiffent»s  initial  operation  in  the  lUiH.ICC:- 
VO  DAI  areas  and  initial  efforts  tore  being  expended  securing  and  organizing  the 
base  camp,  however,  on  at  least  tuo  occasions  AHVN.  and  Popular  Force  units 
participated  in  search  and  clear/destroy  operations  in  the  Blackhsrse  TACR. 

Much  of  the  Re  gi, tent's  preliminary  efforts  rtere  devoted  toward  fetabUehing  line's 
of  communication  idth  the  18th  AHVN  Division,  District  and  Province  officials 
and  the  National  Folice,  Currently  the  Regiment  has  exchanged  liaison  officers 
with  the'  18th  Division  and  has  established  2k  hour  contact  vith  .the  local 
Vietnamese  officials.  Additionally,,  a  United  program  has  been  instituted  thereby 
the  Hatioi'al  Police  accompany  the  squadrons  on  their  operations  which  so  far 
have  proved  most  beneficial,  to  aH-.concernbd.  Future  plana  call  for  an  expansion 
of  this  program  rath  the  ultimate1  goal  of  speeding  up  the  pacification  effort  in 
IflND  KHANH  and  BBETDX  Provinces. 

lh.  (c)  LESSORS  LEAR HEJl: 
a.  Operations. 

(1)  Item:  Obtaining  clearance  to  engage  sampans. 

Discussion:  Hien  there  is  a  possibility  of  helicopter  fire 
teems  encountering "sampans,  target  clearances  and- identification  problems  may 
arise  since  clearance  must  be  obtained  from  District.  This  requirement  causes 
undue  delay  and  often  results  in  t.be  target  . escapix^;  the  area  before  clearance 
can  be  obtained. 


Observation:  The  problem  car.  be  greatly  simplified  and 
facilitated  by  carrying  a  Vietnamese  Official  on  board  one  of  the  ships  who  is 
authorized  to  give  permission  to  fire  cnce  the  target  has  been  identified. 

(2)  Item:  Employment  of  combat  engineer  platoons. 

Discussion:  During  operations  adequate  and  efficient 
engineer  support  is  not.  always,  provided  'because  the  platoons  are  often  fragmented 
even  though  operational  requirements  and  missions  sometimes  do  not  (.'arrant '-the 
enployment  of  an  entire  platoon. 

Observation:  Commanders  should  evaluate  their  engineer 
support  available  and  in  consonance  -with,  the  mission  at  hand  assign  tasks  to 
the  engineer  cocLcander  at  the  same  time -maintaining  support  flexibility. 

(3)  Item:  Control  of  air  space  error  the  battle  area. 

Discussion:  During  an  ambush  there  were  four  observation 
aircraft,  four  UH1B  gunshlps,  a. medical  evacuation  helicopter,  and  one.  command 
helicopter  all  over  the  ambush  site  at  one  time  or  the  other.  With  the  possible 
exception  two  of  the  four  observation  aircraft  were  there  by  necessity. 

In  addition:  high,  performance  aircraft  mere  making  strikes  or.  each  side  of  the 
road  which  resulted  in  a  few  near  misses. 

Observation:  Cao  airborne  element  should  coordinate  the 
airspace  above  the  battle  area  when  more  than  ono  typo  of  aircraft  is  operating  in 
the  area.  Hie  old  rule  of  thumb  that  the  sloirer  aircraft  should  temporarily 
leave  the  cares  until  the  faster,  ships  have  delivered  their  jordnacce  Tiouldf-be 
very  appropriate  in  this  case. 

(U)  Item:  Convoy  reaction  force. 

Discus  si  on:  The  ambushes  of  21  November  and  2  December  clearly 
indicated  the  need -and  the  value  of  a  higiily  mobile,  and  self  sustaining  force 
with  the  capability  of  rapidly  closing  with  the  enecy. 

Observation:-  Convoy  reaction  forces  should  be  oavposed  of 
armor  elements,  if  oosehble,  suppl emented -  with  .rued  helicopters  (AB-1C). 

(5)  Item:  Reaction  of  convoy  escorts  in  an  aabush. 

Discussion:  Recent  experiences  have  shown  that  the  first 
fcinutes  of  contact  and  reaction  thereafter  by  the  escort  are  most  critical. 

Page  ML  of  25V ages 


cok)F',.o£n)T\,KV. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Without  exception  if  the  escort  had  not,  once  clear  of  the  killing  zone,  returned 
to  the  ambush  site  firing  every  weapon  available  the  c envoys would  have  been 
overrun  by  the.  VC, 

Observation:  Maximum  firepdwer  and  bcLd  execution  of 
countersabush  techniques  will  effectively  neutralize  the  mnbiishiiij  force, 

(6)  Item;  Location  of  Viet  Cong  ambush  forces. 

Discussion:  During  the  21November  1966  ambush  the  Viet 
Cong  positioned  themselves  in  the  grass  and  undergrowth  flanking  (2  to  3  meters) 
the  road  with  the  apparent  idea  that  the  gunners  field  of  observation  would.be 
masked  by  their  own  vehicle  (ACAV). 

Observation:  ACAV  gunners  should  be  trained  to  fire  ahead, 
to  the  rear,  and  down  as  the  vehicle  passes  through  a  killing  zone. 

(7)  Item:  Employment'  of  hand  granges  in-an  iusbush. 

Discussion:  Experience  has  shown  that  the  Viet  Cong 
position  thoir  closest  forces  just  off  the  road  sometimes .in  the  drainage  ditches, 
Ha  chine  guns  located  on  the  ACAV '  s  experienced  difficulty  in  effectively  covering 
the  cloae-in,  immediate  area  on  either  side  of  the  vehicle. 


counts ramtush  weapon. 


Observation:  The  hand  grenade  is  an  excellent  cloae  in 


(8)  Item:  Employment  of  cnipers  a a  pert  of  the  ambush  force. 

Discussion:-  The  employment  of  snipers  particularly  in 
ambush  sites  having  rubber  or  similar  height  trees  can  inflict  heavy  casualties 
on  the  ambushed  element.  Snipers  are  very  effective  because  the  ambushed  force 
normally  is  concentrating  its  attention  on  the  forces  on  the  ground. 


the  engagement  of  t 


Observation:  Flans  for  fire  distribution  should  included 
ibis  sniper  locations  once  contact  has  been  made. 


(9)  Item:  Utilization  and  employment  of  armed  helicopters. 

,  ,  .  Discussion:  The  armed  helicopters  (AH-1C)  organic  to  the 

Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  can  best  be  utilized  and  employed  when  consolidated  at 
Reg  mental  level  (air  cavalry  troop).  This  allows  greater  flexibiHty  Ld 
continuous  support  for  committed  maneuver  (squadron)  forces. 

k  „  ,  Observation:  Armed  helicopters  consolidated  for  combat  and 

armored  cava^lquadron!111  ^  c6ntinuous  and  8«ater  aerial  support  for  the 

(10)  I tea:  Liaison  requirements. 

T,  .  .  ,n£^HHion:  During  Operation  ATLANTA  a  liaison  officer  was 

Observation :  Timely  liaison  with  other  urdts  in  an  area  of 
operations  ie  of  great  importance,  arui  can  provide  information  that  would  be 
otherwise  unattainable, 

{XX)  Item:  Control  of  convoys. 

Discussion:  During  deration  ATLANTA  .numerous  conveys 
moved  to  and  frem  the  RegiraentaiBace  Camp.  Control  of  these  convoys  during 
movement  and  limiting  their  size  became  a  problem.  During  movement  there  is  the 
ever  present  threat  of  ambush,  especially  against  such  lucrative  targets  as  resupply 
conveys,  and  control  becomes  even  more  difficult  and  important. 


their  size  .United  to 


Cbservatlon:  Convoys  must  be  effectively  cent rolled  and 
reducs  the  possibility  of  VC  exploitation  of  weak  points. 
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(12)  Item:  Signal  aupport. 

Discussion:  When  a  regimental  foreard  or  tactical  ecMand 

poet  is  employed,  a  iEK57channel  radio  llnkia  necessary  to  extend  _ , 

scwnand  and  control  ciicrclts'.  This  support  wist  be. requested  frcm  a  higher  mm* 
quarters.  If  there  is  siiffieienttine  for  planning;  supoort  can  be  programed 
wd  obtained.  However,  if  a  situation  develops  rsoidly,  this  support  nay  not 
be  available  to  deploy  'tilth  the  tactical-Cl’. 

-Observation;  A  need  exists- for  a-permanently  assigned  multi¬ 
channel  radio  link  within  an  armored  cavalry  regiment.  Equipment  has  been  re¬ 
quested  expected  ln-country  in  July. 

(13)  Item;  Command  Post  Vehicle  M-577A1. 

Discussion:-  :When  the  command  post  vehicle  M-577A1  is  used 
as  a  "fixed  station"  CP,  the  heat  build-up  inside. the  vehicle  causes  deterioration 
of  parts  in  the  communication  equipment.  There  are  measures  that  can  be  taken 
to  alleviate  the  heat  build-up. 

1.  Insure  adequate  ventilation. 

2.  Utilize  a  fan  to  cool -equipment., 

3_.  Keep  radio  transmissions  to  a  minimum. 

4.  Provide  overhead  shelter  for.  the  M-577A1. 

5.  When  hot  transmitting,  place-the  T-195  in  the  standby 
position. 

Observation;  Radio  operators  and  supervisors  should  be  made 
•were  of  the  measures  io  to  taken  to  prevent  damage  to  ccemainicationa  equipment  in 
the  M-577A1  rfien.  operating  in  a  static  position. 

(Ill)  Item;  Frequencies. 

Discussion:  The  frequency  sneetrum  has  proven  to  be  extremely 
crowded  in  III  CTZ<.  Constant  command  emphasis  and  supervision  is  needed  to  mini¬ 
mise  interference  and  expedite'  traffic  passage. 

Observation:  Frequency  interference  exists,  but  units  can 
communicate  and  make  effective  use  of  assigned  frequencies  by  observing  correct 
procedures. 


b.  Training. 

Item:  Rules  of  engagement  training. 

Discussion:  Rules  of  engagement  as  imposed  in  parts  of 
Vietnam  require  the  individual  soldier  to  initiate  combat  under  varying  conditions 
and  with  a  variety  of  weapons.  Without  specific  training  oriented  towards  this 
type  of  engagement  the  results  could  be  detrimental  to  our  efforts  in  Vietnam. 

Observation:  COHUS  training  for  Vietnam'bound  troops  should 
include  sens  of  the  general  rules  of  engagement  i.s.  action  against  snipers  in 
towns,  progression  of  weapons  to  be  used  and  destruction  of  hemes  and  huts  and  why 
these  rules  are  necessary.  Ones  assigned  to  a  unit  in-country  the  individual 
should  receive  further  instruction  on  any  rules  common. only  to  that  unit. 

b.  Intelligence; 

Item:  Patrols. 

Discussion:  Daylight  recon  patrols  and  night  ambush  patrols  in  the 
vicinity  of  both  the  staging  area  and  base,  omn  have  been  found,  to  be  extremely 
effective  £n  deterring  VC  attacks  on  these  areas. 

Observation’:  An  aggressive  plan  for  patrolling  the.  areas  around 
base  camps  will  dery  the  VC  opportunities  to  plan,  practice  and  execute  attacks. 
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d.  CA/PSYOPS. 

(1)  Item:  Loudspeaker  operations* 

Discussion:  Information  received  from  Viet  Cong  prisoners  and 
•ralliers  indicate  that  loudspeaker  missions  are  not  effective  when  flown  above, 

2,000  feet  or  on  windy  days. 

Observation:  The  altitude  and  wind  activities  will'have  a 
direct  effect  on  the. overall  results  of-  loudspeaker  missions. 

(2)  Item:  Chieu  Hoi  Program. 

Discussion:  Reports  continue  to  come  in  from  the  field  stating 
that  the  Viet  Cong  do  not  trust  the  allied  forces  in  particular  the  Americans. 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  Viet  Cong  ’propaganda  is  still  able  to  influence  thfeir 
thoughts.  All  the  ralllers  in  LONG  KHANH  Province  during  Operation  ATLANTA  turned 
themselves  in  to  GVN  and  ARVN  forces. 

Observation:  Leaders  at  all  echelons  of  command  must  be  aware 
of  and  stress  the  importance  of  the  Chieu  Hoi  Program  and  especially  how  to  identify 
and  handle  a  rallier. 

*  Additional  lessons  listed  in  Annex  C  Operation  Alexandria, 
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NARRATIVE  OF  THE,  AMBUSH  CF 

%  /  '21  NOVEMBER  1966 

INTRODUCTION  (C) 

On  21  November  1966  a  large  convoy  escorted  by  nine  Armored  Cavalry  Assault 
Vehicles  (ACAV's  -  Modified  M113  Armored  Personnel  Carriers  mounting  a  50  caliber 
machine  gun  with  hatch  armor  and  two  side  mounted  M60  machineguns,  each  with  an 
armored  gun  shield)  was  ambushed  on  National  Highway  One  between  BXEN  HOA  and 
XU AN  LOC  (XT  27509980  YT  299097)  by  elements  of  two  battalions  of  the  Viet  Cong 
274th  Regiment.  The  escort  successfully  defended  the  convoy  despite  the  fact 
that  the  VC  were  well  entrenched  and  employed  57  and  75rara  recoilless  rifles, 
mortars,  automatic  weapons,  and  small  arms  and  grenades. 

BACKGROUND  (C) 

Operation  ATLANTA,  which  bagan  on  20  October  1966,  was  the  operation  in 
which  the  lith  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  cleared,  secured,  and  occupied  a  base  camp 
in  the  vicinity  of  LONG  GIAO,  YT  4496,  12km  south  of  XUAN  LOC,  RVN.  The  convoy 
of  21  November  was  one  of  many  convoys  moving  supplies,  equipment  and  men  from 
the  staging  area  to  the  base  camp  as  Operation  ATLANTA  progressed. 

Units  represented  in  the  convoy  included  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop 
11th  Armored  Cavalry,  28th  Military  History  Detachment,  33rd  Chemical  Detachment, 
11th  Armored  Cavalry  Tactical  Air  Control  Party,  541st  Military  Intelligence 
Detachment,  48th  Transportation  Group,  as  well  as  elements  of  the  SI,  S2,  S3,  and  S4 
staff  sections  of  Headquarters,  11th  Armored  Cavalry. 

The  terrain  and  vegetation  in  the  area  provided  good  fields  of  fire  and  con¬ 
cealment  for  the  ambush  force.  On  the  south  side  of  Highway  One,  where  the 
heaviest  concentration  of  enemy  troops  was  located,  the  brush,  jungle  and  secondary 
growth  begins  at  YT  275099  and  continues  to  YT  282100,  where  an  area  of  grass  and 
banana  trees  begins  (see  sketch  map).  This  area  continues  to  YT  292098  where  brush 
and  high  grass  dominate  the  area.  The  north  side  of  the  road  is  generally  level  or 
with  only  gentle  slopes. and  consists  of  high  grass  vegetation  interspersed  with 
low  scrub  brush,  throughout  the  ambush  area. 

Less  than  ten  minutes  prior  to  the  ambush,  an  intelligence  report  was 
received  by  S2,  11th  Armored  Cavalry,  indicating  that  VC  forces  were  in> position 
at  what  soon  proved  to  be  the  ambush  site.  This  information  was  passed  immediately 
to  the  1st  Squadron,  parent  unit  of  the  convoy  escort  platoon. 

THE  AMBUSH  OF  21  NOVEMBER  1966  (C) 

The  escort  commander  received  warning  of  the  impending  ambush  when, his  own 
vehicle  was  les3  than  1,000  yards  from  the  arfsuah  site.  All  vehicles  except  the 
lead  AC IV  were  notified  of  the  impending  ambush  before  the  VC  corarasnoed  firing. 

Ae  the  convoy  aiii  escorts  passed  by  the  ambush  site  they  employed  reconnaissanoc 
by  fire  which  was  returned  by  a  heavy  volume  of  small  anus,  automatic  weapons, 
mertar,  recailiess  rifle,  and  hand  grenade  fire. 

Approximately  one-half  of  the  convoy  passed  through  the  mung  zone  safely 
before  a  truck  was  hit  by  recoillsss  tufle  fire  which  stopped  and  burned  in  such 
a  position  that  no  other  vehicles  could  pass.  Vithin  two  minutss  the  three  trades 
behind  the  first  ons  to  be  hit  were  destroyed  on  the  road.  The  two  ACAV.'s  closest 
to  the  firing  moved  immediately  to  protect  the  trucks  under  fire  engaging  the 
enemy  with  all  their  available  weapons.  This  action,  combined  with  .the  email. arms 
fire  returned  by  the  personnel  who  had  dismounted  from  the  trucks  when  the  rear 
portion  of  the  convoy  was  forced  to  halt,  kept  the  enemy  elements  from  overrunning 
the  convoy.  After  a  brief  but  furioji*  eanhange  of  fire,  both  of  the  ACAV's  that 
had  come  up  to  protect  the  trucks  took  disabling  recoilleas  rifle  rounds,  and  had 
to  ba  evacuated  by  their  crews,  most  of  whom  had  become  casualties. 

As  the  fire  fight  was  raging  in  the  killing  *ones  the  escort  platoon  leader 
organized  a  hasty  escort  from  three  .WAV's  in  the  lead  and  moved  that  section  of 
the  convoy  on  towards  XUAN  LCC,  He  then  immediately  turned  around,  and  with  one 
other  /.CAT,  moved  at  top  speed  hack  toward  the  sound  of  the  guns.  Halfway  to 
the  burning  trucks,  the  platoon  leader  vas  forced  to  leave  the  ACAV  accompanying 
his  vehicle  to  act  an  security  for  the  DUST-CFF  helicopter  coming  in  to  evacuate 
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wondedt  As  he  continued  alone  his  vehicle  was  struck  by  a  recoilless  rifle  round 
lAich  disabled  only  the  radio,  on  the  vehicle,  but  wounded  two  cremetu  Before 
reaching  the  scene  of  the  action  the  platoon  leader's  vehicle  engaged  the  mnbush 
force  on  both  sides  of  the  road  until  the  enemy  fire  stopped.  During  this  time 
he  adjusted  the.  ordnance  delivered  by  an  si jv strike,  and'  supervised  the  evacuation 
of  wounded  by  DDST-CFF. 

FIRS  SUPPORT  (U) 

There  was  no  artillery  fire  In  support  of  the  ambush  fight,  however,  li.ter  in 
the  day  artillery  was  emplaced  to  support  search  and  clear  operations  in  the  area. 
There  was  a  total  of  four  firing  runs  made  by  armed  helicopters  and  two  all  strikes 
flown  in  support  of  the  convoy,  later  In  the  day  an  additional  air  strike  was 
flown  in  support  of  search  and  clear  operations. 


The  Light  Fire  Team  from  the  Aviation  Platoon,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
placed  the  following  ammunition  on  the  ambush: 


1st  Firing  Run 
2  UB1B 


12  Rockets  (2.75.  FFAR) 
12,500  rounds  7.62  HI  (+) 


£ni  Firing  Run 
3  UHlS 


18  Rockets 

12,500  rounds  7.62  MO 


3rd  Fifing  Run 
3  UJQB 


10  Rockets 

12,500  rounds  7.62  MJ 


TOTAL 


2  Rockets 

12.500  rounds  7.62  M3 
12“  RocietsT 

50,000  rounds  7.62  (+) 


The  Air  Force  delivered  the  following  ordnance  on  the.  site  of  the  ambush: 

lift  Air  Strike  6-500  pound  bombs 

Flight  if  3  FlOO's  6-750  pound  napalm  bombs 

7200  rounds  20am 


2nd  Alb  Strike 
Flight  of  2  F5'i 


2-500  pound  bombs 
2-750  pound  bombs 
2-Type  2A  CBU  clusters 


HSSU2TS 


(U)  Enemy  losses  included: 

Personnel: 

KIA  (BC)  30 

KIA  (PCSS)  75  -  100 

Equipment: 

57»m  RecCilless  Rifle  1 

AKA  U7  Assault  Rifle  1 

and  TTlpod 

BKJ-2  ,\T  Rooksts  2 

RKQ  AT  hand  grenade  1 

Jftick  grenades  3$ 

Tail  fin  assemblies 

from  expended  RP0-2  2 

AT  rocketa  3 

75m  RR  Casings  3 
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Onfired  57mm  RR  HEAT  9 

Roj tndfl 

Expended  57mm  RR  casings  6 

Expended  booster  charge  t 

casings  for  RPG 

Sets  of  web  equipment  and  10 

camouflage 

Aldman’s  medical  kit  with  1 

splints 

Documents  identifying  1st  Bn,  274,  and  2nd  Bn, 
274th  VC  Regiment  were  taken  from  bodies 


(C)  Friendly  losses  included! 

Personnel: 

KIA  7 

WIi  8 

Equipment: 

AC A V's  destroyed  2 

2^5  ton  trucks  destroyed  It 


cohcmsioks  (c) 

Information  obtained  from  documents  found  on  the  VC  bodies  indicated  elements 
of  the  1st  and  2nd  Battalions  of  the  2?iith  VC  Regiment  comprised  the  ambush  force. 

Though  the  VC  destroyed  2  combat  and  It  administrative  vehicles  the  convoy  van 
not  overrun,  despite  the  fact  that  the  major  portion  of  the  enemy  force  only  had 
to  contend  with  the  small  arms  of  the  escorted  personnel  and  two  ACAV'a.  This  was 
determined  by  three  factors: 

First  was  the  counter  fire  from  the  ambushed  column,  which  began  as  soon  as 
the  trucks  stopped. 

Second  was  the  fact  that  the  escort  unit  was  warned  of  the  ambush  and 
entered  the  killing  lone  firing  their  automatic  weapons.-  This  undoubtedly 
inflicted  casualties  on  the  enemy  and  may  wall  have  caused  the  VC  to. initiate 
the  ambush  prematurely. 

Third  it  must  be  accepted  that  the  tremendous  volume  of  fire  out  out  by  the 
ACAV's  wae  instrumental  in  causing  the  VC  to  break  contact  and  flee. 
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NARRATIVE  OF  THE  AMBUSH  CP  2  DGCShBSft  1#6 
INTRQDtBllCN  (G) 

Cto  2  December  1966,  elimsnta  (reimdpty  dtavby)  of  the  l*t  Squadron  wre 
■nbuahed  by  the  275th  Viet  Goa*  MAih  F WM  Regiment  ott  Natioasl  Highway  1  northeast 
of  StJOI  CAT.  'The  ensuiig  afctiori  'drhaaticslly  displayed  .the  epitome  of  proper 
counts rambdeh  techniques  ahd  Actions.  So  violent  was  the  axeaution.  of  the  counter'* 
ambush  that  within  70  minutes  the  squadron  had  rendered  the  2"5th-VC  Regiment 
ineffective  as  a  fighting  force  without  the  loss  of  a  single,  trooper.  This  one 
action  assisted  immeasurably  in  paving  the  way  for  more  extensive  operations. by 
the  Blackhorse  Regiment  to  the  north  and  east  of  VO  DAT. 

BACKGROUND  (C) 

Operation  ATLANTA  began  on  20  October  1966  with  the  1st  Squadron. conducting 
a  clear  and  secure  operation  along  National  Highway  1  from  BIEN  HOA  to  XUAN  LOC 
and  securing  the  site  of  the  Regiment's  permanent  base  camp  south  of  XUAN  LOC. 
Operation  ATLANTA  was  not  only  conceived  on  the  idea  of  carving  out  a  piece  of 
real  estate  and  building  a  base  camp,  but  in  opening  up  and  securing  roads  and 
permitting  the  flow  of  civilian  commerce  throughout  the  provinces  around  XUAN  LOC. 
Once  the  base  camp  area  had  been  secured,  search  and  destroy  and  ROADRUNNER  opera¬ 
tions  were  conducted  toward  VO  DAT  along  National  Highway  1,  and  Interprovincial 
333,  and  south  from  the  base  camp  on  Interprovincial  Route  2  to  the  1st  ATF  TAOR. 

Convoys  with  supplies,  equipment  and  troops  continued  to  arrive  from  the  LOWS 
BINH  staging  are*  in  ever  increasing  amounts  throughout  the  remainder  of  October 
and  the  entire  month  of  November.  Ch  2  November  the  Regiment  began  providing 
security  for  a  corroany  fran  the  27th  Engineer  Battalion  (C)  in  the  vicinity  at 
QZA  RAT  adjacent  to  National  Highway  1  at  the  baas  of  CHUA  CHAN  Mountain. 

Viet  Cong  activities  in  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry's  area  of  operation  were 
.relatively  minor  in  nature  during  the  month  of  November  except  for.the  .ambush 
of  21  November.  On  -27  and  28  November  tho  Regiment  received  RED  HAZE  reports  of 
approximately  8o  emissions  south  of  National- Highway  1  (vie  TT  2010"-  21(10  -.21(07  » 
2007)  and  agent  reports  of  movements  north  and  south  of  National’ Highway^  in  the 
vicinity  of  SOUI  CAT  and  CHUA  CHAN  Mountain.  Cn  the  29th  the  let  Squadron' moved 
into  the  area  of  the  resorted  activity  and  conducted  a  zone -reconnaissance  .north 
and  south  of  Highway  1  as  far  as  GIA  RAT  remaining  overnight,  returning  the  next 
day  without  contact.  On  the  same  day  the  1st  Squadron  returned  to  the  base  camp, 
a  FAC  from  the  18th  ARVN  Division  (Formerly  the  10th  Division;  reported  receiving 
automatic  weapons  fire  and  observed  an  estimated  Viet  Cong  battalion  off  Interprov- 
incial  Route  2  vicinity  of  XA  BANS  (IS  1(28$).  Shortly  thereafter  a  second  report 
was  received,  this  one  from  XUAN' LOC  subsector  indicating  another  Viet  Cong  bat¬ 
talion  was  located  (IT  3l»Q*>  to  TT  31(98)  west  of  XCAN  LOC  approximately  8  kilometers. 
The"  2nd  Squadron  was  immediately  dispatched  to  check  the  reported  activity  to  tho 
south  on  Interprovincial  Route  2  while  the  1st  Squadron  moved  to  the  west  on 
Highway  1  to  search  the  other  suspected  area.  Beth  operations  produced  negative 
contact. 

Die  1st  and  2nd  Squadrons .returned  to  the  base  o zap  resuming  thair  mission  of 
base  camp  security.  The  next  day  Troop  B  relieved  elements  of  tho  2nd  Squadron 
providing  security  for  tho  GIA  RAT  rook  quarry.  Agent  reports  still  indicated 
enemy  activity  around  GIA  RAT.  Consequently,  reaction  force*  were*  continually  on 
the  alert  and  each  convoys  movement  was  closely  scrutinized. 

The  terrain  in  the  area  of  the  acibnsh  ie  gentle,  sloping  to  the  southeast  from 
the  coitmanding  terrain  lit  the  area,  Chua  Chan  Mountain  (elevation  8371s)  •  Xkainege 
flows  fran  the  mountain  to  the  northeast  to  the  southeast.  The  highway  is  flanked 
by  elephant  grass  on  both  sides  turning  into  heavy  secondary  growth  approximately 
60  meters  off  the  road.  The  initial  area  of  contact  was  flanked  to  the  west  by  a 
portion  of  a  rubber  plantation,  Trafflcability  was  limited  once  the  vehicles  enter¬ 
ed  the  undergrowth.  However,  it  did  not  impede  the  advanee  of  the  Blaclchoree  Tro¬ 
opers.  The  weather  was  hot  and  clear  continuing  throughout  the  nfeb.t  and  the  next 
day. 
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1HS  AMBUSH  OF  i  DECEMBER  1966  (C)  g*  % 

On  the  second  of  December  Troop  3  plus  -a-  platoon  of  tanks  fran  Canpany  D  were 
securing  ths  sits  of  the  rock  quarry  while  Troop  A  manned  ths  squadron '.3  sector 
of  ths  base  camp- perimeter.  A  resupply  c envoy  had  arrived  earlier  In  the  day  at 
the 'base  carp  and  was  .on  its  way  back  to  the  rock  quarry  vdien.it  was  ambushed  _ 
at  1640  hours  by  an  estimated  2  battalion  Viet  Cong  force.  The  area  selected  by 
the  enemy  for  the. ambush  is- located  on  .a‘  stretch  of  Highway  1  that  has  come  . to  be 
known  as  "Ambush  Alley"  (YT  602064  to  YT  629084  along  Highway  1)  (see, sketch  1). 

The  contoy,  consisting  of  2  tasks,  3  ACAV's  and  2  2^-ton  trucks,  reacted  violently 
to  the  attack  with  the  armored  vehicles  escorting  the  two  trucks  out  of  killing 
tone  then  returning  immediately  to  rake  the  entire  killing  zone  with  90mm  cannister,. 
50  Cal  and  7.62  machinegun  fire,  grenades  and  M-16  fire  (see  sketch  2). 

Word  of  the  ambush  was  received  by  the  1st  Squadron  units  in  the  base  camp 
and  Troop  B  located  5  kilometers  north  of  the  ambush  at  the-rock  quarry.  Within 
seven  minutes  after  the  squadron  received  the- information,  Company.  D  (-)  was  on- 
the  move  towards  the  ambush  to  be  followed  10  minutes  later  by  Troop  C.  Meanwhile 
Troop  B  had  arrived  at  the  ambush  site,  moving  right  into  the  killing  zone  smother¬ 
ing  the  Viet  Cong  positions,  many  of  which  were  only  off  the  shoulder  of  road,  with 
withering  fire.  A. Viet  Cong  recoilless  rifle  round  hit  one  of  the  tanks  knocking 
off  the  commander 1 s  cupola,  but  it  did  not  deter  the  crew  as  they  continued  to 
fight, and  in  the  ensuing  battle-  fired  every  round  of  90mm  on  the  tank. 

By  this  time  the  tanks  of  Company  D  began  to  arrive  on  scene  having  traveled 
22  kilometers  in  25- minutes,  commenced  moving  through  the  ambush  zone  -raking  one 
side  of  the  highway  while  Troop  B  worked  over -the  other  side.  Howitzer  Battery 
which  followed  Troop  C  and  was  in  turn  followed  by  Troop  A  45  minutes  lacer,  moved 
into  a  fire  support  position  near  S0UI  CAT.  Once  Troop  C  reached  the  anbush  site 
it  moved  through  the  killing  zone  firing  everything,  it  had,  and  taking  up  positions 
on  Highway  1  be  ond  the  RJ  of  333  and  l  in  an  effort  to  seal  off  the  Vii  t  Cong's 
routes  of  withdrawal. 

The  Viet  Cong  apparently  thinking  that  Troop  C  was  the  last  of  the  reinforce¬ 
ments  began  to  fire,  again  on- the  road  only  to  be  caught  in  a  crossfire  between  the 
on-charging  Troop  A  and  the  tanks. of  Company  D.  This  fire  fight  lasted  about  ten 
minutes  than  Charlie  -began  to .lose  his  taste  for  combat  with  the  Troopers  of  the 
Hlackharee.  Troop  A  moved  into  positions  astride  Highway  1  west  of  Troop  B  while 
Troop  C  3hifted  further  south  in  an  attempt  to  block  the  Viet  Cong's  escape  routes 
(see  sketch  3). 

Reinforcing  fire  was  provided  both  from  the  ground  by  the  51*th  Artillery 
Oroup  and  fighter  aircraft  based  at  BIEN  HQA  directed  by  the  Regiment's  FAC 
personnel  observing  the  ambush  site  from  overhead.  Further  support  was  provided  by 
the  Squadron's  light  fire  team- and  airersft  from  the  Regimental  Aviation  Platoon, 

The  Viet  Cong  had  dug-in  and  covered  positions  on  both  sides  of  the  road  (see 
sketch  2)  ccrvering;the  killing  zone  with  heavy  *nd  light  machlneguns,  60bm  mortars, 
at  least  one  '75mm  recoilless  rifle  and  small  arris.  Viet  Cong  forces  ware  also 
positioned  close  to  the  shoulder  of  the  road  i&th  grenades,  with  the  apparent  hope 
of  damaging  the  suspension  systems  of  the -ACAV's  and  tank3  which  proved  to  be 
fruitless.  They  did  however;,  provide  lucrative  targets  fer'  the  grenadiers  on  the 
passing  ACAV's  as  they  dropped  their  hand  grenades  and  fired  their  K79  launchers 
with  deadly  accuracy. 

At  1750  hours  contact  was  broken  by  the  Viet  Cong  with  only  sporadic  firing 
continuing  until  1950  hours.  In  order  to  seal  off  the  escape  routes  to  ths  south 
(see  eketch  3)  a  combination  of  artillery  and  air  support  wSr’itiiAzed  to  fire 
throughout  the  night  on  suspected  avenues  of  withdrawal  (trails,  stream  beds,  ridge 
lines).  Illumination . and  aurpresAihg  fires  were  delivered  by  rotating  hClrf  "Spook" 
ships  over  the  area  until  morning  light.  -An  initial  check  of  the  area  indicated 
the  VC  had  88  KXA  (BC)  in  the  70  minute  encounter  :iitk  the  "First  of  the  BlackhorseS 

After  remaining  in  position  all  night  along  the  road  the  1st  Squadron  started 
to. clear  the  anbush  site,  sending  dismounted  patrols  appro xira  tely  200  meters  off 
the  road.  Mounted  patrols  conducted  search  and  clear  operations  on  the.  trails 
traveling  10  idiom  at  ex  >:  into  the  jungle.  To  further  tigiten  the  knot  around  the 
om  the  3rd  Squadron  moved  from  the  base  esnp  assuming  the  1st  Squadron's 
Hocking  positions  whila  the  let  made'  a  swetj-of  the  area.  A  fox-ward  CP  fraa  the 
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Regiment  mss  also  moved  Into  the  area  to  facilitate  comma:*!;  and  control  of  the 
operations.  As  the  clearing  operation  progressed. the -Viet  Cong  body, count  climbed, 
reaching  99  with  at  least' another. 100. K1A  (PCSS).  At  approximately  1630  hours  the 
3rd  Squadron  and  Regimental  CP  moved  back  to  the  ‘.brie  camp  leaving  the  1st.  Squadron 
to  continue  their  clearing  of  the  area. 

FIRE  SUPPORT  (U) 

At  the  time  of  the  ambush  there  ware  no  preplanned-' fires  or  air  strikes, 
however,  within  ten  minutes  after  the  ambush  started,  supporting;  fires -from  fighter 
aircraft  and  the  54th  Artillery  Group  were  on  the -way.  Thus  providing  Howitzer 
Battery,  1st  Squadron  enough  time  to  position  itself  at  SOUI' CAT  where  it  was 
able  to  provide  direct  support  for  the  entire  ambush  area.  Prior  to  darkness 
a  Battery  from  the  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery  was  dispatched' from. XUAN  LOC 
to  provide  further  support.  Highway  1  was  established  as  the  fire  coordination 
line  (see  sketch  4)  with  tha  air  strikes  directed  to*.the  east.and  south  of  the 
highway  and  the  artillery  to  the  west  and  north.  FAC  personnel  from  the  Regiment 
directed,  in  .coordination  with  the  ground. commander;  seven  air  strikes  from 
their  light  observation  aircraft  observing  the  ambush  site.  CBU's  250  pound 
bombs,  napalm  and  20mm  cannons  were  directed  into  the  area  uprooting  .trees  and 
cutting  huge  gouges  out  of  the  jungle  below.  During  the  hours  of  darkness  a 
AC47  "Spook"  ship  was  continually  overhead; providing  illumination, and  suppressing 
fires  on  request  and  as  targets  of  opportunity  appeared.  Supplementing  the  above 
mentioned  fire  support  were  light  fire  teams  from. thevlst? Squadron-  and  Regiment. 

The  light  fire  team  from  the  1st  Squadron  personally  bagged  at  least  5  Viet  Cong 
when  it  caught  a  group  of  them  in  the  open. 

A  total  of  22  sorties  were  flown  as  follows: 

A01  -  3 
F5  -  5 

F100  -  10 
AC!s7  -  U 

Ordnance  expended  Included: 


CBU 

Bomb,  500  lbs 
Bomb,  750  lbs 
Napalm,  750  lbs, 
FFAR,  2.75" 

20mm  (HEI) 

30  Caliber 


8  cannlsters 
16 
6 

22 

76 

10,000  rds 
15,000  rds- 


There  was  a  minimum  of  one  FAC  overhead,  at  all  times  and  at  some  times  as  many 
as  3  in  the -air -.at  once.  Continuous  communications  were  maintained  with  the  ground 
commander  for  ,the  duration  of  .the  ambush. 

Artillery  direct  support  was  provided  by.  Howitzer  .-Battery  1st  Squadron. 
Reinforcing  fires  were  provided  by  Battery  B  .(155SP),  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Artillery. 
A  total  of  1700  rounds  were  fired  in  support  of  the  operation. 


(U)  Enemy  losses  included: 
-Personnel:  - 


HA  (BC) 
KXA  (P0SS) 


100-150 


Equipment: 

?5mm  RR  1 
'7.62  Hvy  ib  1 
,7.62-  It  1C  (Type  58)  1 
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7.62  Lt.m  (Type  $6) 

.,AX  Itf-Aasault  Rifle. 

Chiean  Carbine  w/Bayouet 
3lt0  RTG2  Rocket  Launcher 
6Ctara  Mortar 
.K50  Sub  M3 
Carbine  K2  (OS)* 

Small  Arms  /.munition  1JC0  rounda 
Grenade  (Fragmentation  &  Concussion)  h$ 
RKG  AT.  grenade  -  2 

Mortar  Ammunition  (6Ckui)  15 
(C)  Friendly  losseb  included: 

Personnel: 

KIA  -  1  (27th  Engr.Bn) 

UXA  -  22  5 


it 

3 

1 

r 

l 

l 

i 


40 


Equipment: 

ACAV  (destroyed)  -  1 
Tand  Mli8A3  (damaged)  -  1 

CONCLUSIONS  (C) 

A  search  of  the  ambush  area  ar.d  information  obtained  from  captured  documents 
and  prisoners  indicated  that  the  275th  VC  Rqgt  (Main  Force)  reinforced  with  heavy 
weapons  sprung  the  ambush  which  70  minutes  later  turned  into  a  disaeterous  defeat. 
The  decisive  defeat  of  the  Viet  Cong  can  be  attributed  to  several  things: 

First  and  foremost  is  that  at  no  time  in  the  ambush  \ma  the  Viet  Cong  able  to 
gain  control  of  the  aituation  even  though  he  had -the  advantages  of  surprise  and 
fortified  positions.  The  violent  reaction- by  the  escort  force  completely  stripped 
him  of  any  advantages  he  might  have  had.  Once  out -of  the  killing  zone  the  escort 
force  minus  the  trucks  charged  head. long  down  the  road  belching  fire  on  bath-sides 
of  the  road.  This  spontaneous  action  held  at  bay  the  attacking  force  until  the 
reaction  forces  arrived. 

Secondly,  the  rapid  reaction  of  the  remainder  of  the  squadron- in  reaching  the 
ambush  site  within  25  id  nut  os  after  traveling  a  dtstanoe  of  approximately  22  km. 

Third,  the  iianedlate  establishment  of  a  firs  coordination  line  (Highway  1) 
thus  permitting  maximum  utilization  of  both  air  and  ground  supporting  fires. 

Fourth,  the  ability  of  the  convoy  to  withstand  the  initial- shock  and  then  be 
able  to  retaliate  so  effectively. 

The  final  results  might  Have  been  even  better  if  it  had  stayed  light  another 
two  hours.  However,  weather  conditions  did  not  limit  the  ability  of  control 
personnel -to  place  affective  fire  on  the  enemy  positions, 

Indoeures: 

Sketch  map  1,  Sketch  map  2,  Sketch  mao  3,  Sketch  map  k,  and  Topographic 

Hap. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

COMBAT  OPERATIONS  AFTER  ACTION  REPORT 
OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA 

References: 

OPORD  09-66  (OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA),  Headquarters,  Ilth  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiment,  2  Dec  66. 

1.  NAMES  OR  IDENTITY  'AND/OR-  TYPE  OF  OPERATION. 

a.  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA 

b.  Search  and  Destroy. 

2.  'DATES  OF  OPERATION:  041030  -  051957  Dec  66. 

3.  LOCATION.  DUC  THANH  and  YUAN  LOC  PROVINCES. 

4.  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS.  11th  Armored  Cavalry -Regiment. 

5.  REPORTING  OFFICER.  LTC  Palmer  A.  Peterson. 

6.  TASK  ORGANIZATION.  See  Annex  A. 

7. -  SUPPORTING  FORCES: 

a.  Air  Support 

(1)  Preplanned  air  strikes:  There  were  two  preplanned  air 
strikes  at-050700  Dec  on  suspected  VC  rcutes-of  withdrawal.  Its  effective¬ 
ness  could  not  be  judged  because  of  the  dense-vegetation  in  the  strike  area. 

(2)  Immediate  air  strikes:  There  was- one  immediate  air 
strike  at  05 1 lOODec  called  in  by  Tm  Ito  reduce  enemy  machine  gun  and 
small'  arms  fife.  The  strike  which  followed  artillery  and  an  assault  by 
two  light  fire  teams  reduced  the  volume  of  fire  to  the  extent  where  ground 
elements  could  effect  a  search. 

b.  Squadron  and  Regimental  Aviation. 

(1)  A  total  of  25  hours  and  40  minutes  of  air  time  was 
recorded  by  helicopter  pilots  flying  in  support  of  the  ground  action.  13 
hours  50  minutes  were  recorded  in  UH-1B  aircraft  and  11  hours  50  minutes 
were  recorded  in  OH-23G  aircraft  that  flew  FO's  and  other  observers. 

(2)  A  total  of  four  strikes  were  recorded.  Three  by  the 
Third" Squadron  light  fire  team  and  one  by  the  Second  Squadron  light  fire 
team.  Targets  were -enemy  routes- of  withdrawal  from  the  objective  area, 
tunnels  and  bunkers.  The  assaults  were  observed’to  be  more  effective  in 
surpressing  enemy  fires  from  those- positions. 

(3)  The  following  Ordnance  was  expended: 

(a)  2.75"  air  to- ground  rockets  -  37 

(b)  7.62mm  linked  -  6,090  rounds 

c.  Other  Aviation.- 

(1)  Two  Dust  Offs  were  completed  for  this  operation. 

(2)  68  houfs^were  flown  by  10-UH-1B  aircraft  of  the  68th 
Aviation  Support  Company.  The'  company  air-lifted  the  43rd  Infantry  into 
objective -Alpha  and  out  at  the  end  of  the  day.  Also,  these  elements  were 
used  to  evacuate  600  VCS  to-an  lnterrogationpoint  six  kilometers  from 


GROUP  4 

AUTOMATICALLY  DECLASSIFIED 
AFTER  12  YEARS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Pi"-  *4 


Objective  A. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


SILUECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RVC:  MACV  J3-32  (Cont) 


d(  Artillory 

(l)  General:  Artillery  support  for  the  op: ration  was 
supplied  by  three  squrcosa 

(a)  Howitzer  Battery  3d  Squo  dr  oh  fired  tho  following 


missions: 


Xx.  050200  to  050300  Deo.  HSJ  was  fired  in 
•various  areas.  Ifl  rds  KE  were  firodi  It- was  unobserved;  effectiveness 
unknown. 

gt.  050515  to  050715.  297  rds  HE  and  4 2  rds  WP 
wore  fired  for  preparatory  firos  and  to  seal  off  the  objective  areas.’  It 
was  unobserved  and  results  unknovnj  however,  based  on  the  number  of  VCS  do-* 
tained  it  can  be  assumed  that  it  was  effective  ip  helping; to  establish  tho 
seal. 


3.  050600  Dec.  2  rds  of  WP  were  fired  as  a 
navigational  :aid-to\Ta-I,  _ 

JtX  056906'Doc.  366  rds  HE  and  43  rds  WP  were 
fired  for  a  blocking  barrage  which  was  requested  by  S-3.  An  FO  observed 
and  reported  tho  fire  effectively  blocked  avenues  of  escape. 

'  M  051045  to  051400.  396  rds  of  HE  and  32  rds  VIP 
wore  fired  for  combined  assault  on  line  by  Tm  I,  Tm  K  and  Tm  Li-.At  one  point 
on  this  mission  a  dead  spaco  was  encountered  in  a  deep  draw.  The  assault 
elements  could  not  effectively  clear  tho  area  without  halting  the  assault. 
Howitzer  Battery  effectively  closed  their  sheaf  and  was  able  to  completely 
fill  tho  draw  with  fire  and  roduce  enemy  harrassment  from  ihrt  position. 

£*  051630  to  051645, Dec.  137  rds  HE  and  13  rds 
WP  wore  fired  by  tho  105  Battery  and. 155  Battery  massod.as  a  final  pro¬ 
tective  fire  for  la  I  and  Tm  D  as  thoy  withdrew  from  the-area.  This  was 
a  TOT  mission.  Artillery  batteries  are  not  usually  located  together  in 
Viotnam  to  allow  them  to  mass  their  forces  in  this  way.  However,  tho 
mission  was  effectively  accomplished.  ' 

b.  B  Battery  2/35  Artillory  .155  MM  SP  fired  454  rds  HE  and  10  rds 
WP  in  Eissior-3  ranging  from  K&I  to  a  TOT,  As  this  battery  has  a  range  of 

3  to  4  nilos  and  its  effect-on  a  target  in. three  times  that  of  a  105,  the 
battery  provided  a  value bio  asset  to  the  operation. 

c.  Provisional  Mortar  Battory,.  composed  of  the  mortars  in  the 
Armored  Cavalry  Troop  massed  in  one  battory,  fired  four  H&I  missions  in 
tho  vicinity  of  Objective  Alpha.  As  a  supplement  to  our  Howitzer  Battery 
and  a  second  source  of  indirect  fire  tho  Provisional  Mortar  Battery  is  very 
valuable., 


2.  INTELLIGENCE 

a.  Prior  to  Operation:  Numerous  sources,  1st  Australian  Tesk 
Force,  Phquc  Tuy  Province  and  Sector  Headquarters,  Due  Thanh  Advisor  and 
aerial  observation  all  indicated  that  an  unknown-  local  force  was  operating 
in  tho  area.  Countless  incidents  of  sniper  fire,  mines,  road  cuts  and  tax 
■olloction  points  had  boon  roported  by  those  sources.  It  was  suspoctod  that 
tho  local  force  units  provided  cuts  to  allow,  the  274  end  275  VC  Rogimonts 
to  cross  Interprovineial  Highway  ife.  They  also  served  as  guides  to  tho 
Rogimcnts  when  in  the  area. 

Tho  S-2  Amorican  Advisor  in  Phuoe  Tuy  Provinco  furthor  indicated  that 
tho  area  could  harbor  a  transient  VC  Base  Camp  as  there  vero  tunnels  and 
trenches  sighted  on  sovoral  occasions,  and  tho  fortifications  wero  on  a  • 

VC  cast-west  route  of  movement. 

b.  Value  of  prior  intelligence:  Prior  intelligence  was  a  valuable 
indication  of  what  might  bo  oxpccted  in  tho  aroa.  Expected  torrain  limitations 
camo  as  no  surpriso  and  full  advantago  was  takon  of  thoso  areas  whero  wo 
knew  aromorod  vohielos  could  oporato  best.  The  43  ARVN  Inf  Bn  was  requested 
to  copo  with  oxpccted  unfavorable  torrain  whore  it  existed  ?nd  to  provide 

a  search  element  for  widely  dispersed  and.  isolated  huts  in  Cbjectivo  A. 

Prior  intelligence  from  aorial  observation  allowed  for. preplanned  artillery 
to  bo  placed  oh  expocted  routes  of  enemy  withdrawal.  Actual  enemy  resistance 
did  oxcoed  that  which  was  oxpectcd  and  planned  for. 

c.  Intelligence  during  tho  operation:  Intolligonco  gained  from 
OPERATION  ALEJAIIDRIA  definitoly  identified  tho  local  force  to  bo  local  forco 
Comapny  C-20.  Of  the  42  confirmed  70  captured,  interrogators  found  ono  who 
was  o  meaner  of  tho  274th  VC  Regiment.  Documents  colloctod  havo  not  been 
fully  evaluated  but  ono  rovealod  tho  location  of  0  VC  mino  field. 

Tunnels  and  bunkors  indicated  a  defensive  position  and  verified  suspicions 
that  tho  aroa  was  utilized  as  0  transient  Base  Comp. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RVC:  MACV  J3-32  (cont)- 

'9.  MISSIOU.  To  conduct  search  and  destroy  operation  050609' December 
1966,  vie  YS445852,  Cara  My  2  (YS465858),  Ap  Hein  (YS462P2S)  to  seize  VC 
and  VCS  in  area. 

10.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION: 

a.  Maneuver:  To  conduct  opn  in  3- phases: 

(1)  Phase  I:  Atk  on  2  directions  of  atks  to  seal  obj's- 
A  and'Bi  Secure- landing  zones  for  43  Inf  (ARVN)  (-). 

(2)  Phase  II:  Coht  to  seal  Obj's-A  and  B.  43?Inf  (ARVN) 
clears- Obj's  A  and  B.  VC  and  VCS  airlifted  to  sector  interrogation  center 
vie  YS464782. 

(3)  Phase  III:  Oh, order,  Tm  M-  cont  atk  to  search  0b‘j;C;, 

Tm  L  coht  atk  to  search  Obj  D. 

b.  Fires:- 

(1)  Arty:  Pri  of  fire  Tm  I  init;  Tm  K  on  order.  Prep 
H-30  to  H-hour  to  seal  Obj  A  and  B. 

(2)  TAC  Air:  On  call. 

11.  EXECUTION 

General:  Headquarters  3d  Squadron  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  issued 
0P0RD  09-66  (OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA)  on  2  Dec  1966  assigning  the  mission  as 
stated  in  paragraph  9  above.  On  -2 1 1800  Dec  all  unit  commanders  were  briefed 
on  the  mission.  At  021500  Dec  coordination  was  made  with  the  participating 
ARVN  unit.  The  Squadron  Commander,  S-3,  a  liaison  officer  and  the  Regimental 
2  traveled  to  Bia  Ria  on  2  Dec  to  effect  coordination  with  Phouc  Tuy  officials 
aid  American  Advisors,  the  Battalion  Commander  of  the  43  ARVN  Infantry, 
and  Liaison  officer  of  the  68th  Airmobile  Company.  On  4  Dec  liaison  was 
made  with  B  2/35  Arty. 

4  December  1966 

At  041400  Dec,  How  Battery,  displaced  to  the  Courtenay  Rubber  Plantation 
at  YS458920  in  preparation  to  fire  H&I  fires  and  direct  support  missions  on  5 
Dec  66. 

Tm  L  mounted,  moved  south  on  route  Black  at  041745  Dec  and  from  YS438956 
to  7S443915  the  team  dismounted  and  took  position  on. either  side  of  Route  2  to 
secure  that  portion  of  the  route  for  the  road  march -on  5  Dec.  Tm  L  occupied 
these  positions  by  041846  Dec.  The  Tm.L  vehicles  returned  to  Base  Camp  after 
the  dismounted-  personnel  took  position. 

5  December  1966 

Phase  I  of  the  operation  commenced  at  0515  hrs  with  Howitzer  Battery 
and  B  battery  2/35  Artillery  conducting  preparatory  fires  in  objectives  A 
&  B  to  seal  the  area  until  the  teams  could  take  position. 

At  0515  Tm  K  crossed  SP  and  proceeded  south  on  route  BLACK  traveling 
south  to  effect  a  seal  on  objective  Alpha.  Tm  L  brought  its  vehicles  to 
to  the  positions  it  occupied  on  route  BLACK.  The  team  mounted  and  proceeded 
south  ,  to  complete  the  seal  on  objective  Alpha.  Team  L  brought  its  vehicles 
to  the  positions  it  occupied  on  route  BLACK.  The  team  mounted  and-  proceeded 
south  to  complete  the  seal  on  objective  Alpha: 

Provisional  Mortar  Battery-  followed  in  march  order  and  displaced  to 
the  south -or  route  BLACK  to  YS457840  where  the  Battery  was  laid. 

3/919  Engineers  was  last  in  march  order,  and  took  up  position  with 
Provisional  Mortar  Battery. 

At  0545  How  Battery  stopped  preparatory  fires  and  started  interdiction 
fires  on  suspected  route  of  withdrawal  from  Objectives  A  &  B. 

At  0630  Tm  K  had  completed  the  seal  on  Objective  Bravo.  Tm  I  reported 
its  portion  of  the  seal  for  Objective  Alpha  was  complete  at  0647.  At  0656 
the  first  lift,  one  company  of  the  43rd  Infantry  (ARVN)  was  on  the  landing 
zone.  At  0709  Tm  M  reported  they  were  in  position  and  were  sealing  their 
position  and  completed  the  seal  at  .0735. 

Phase  II.  At  0640  Tm  K  commenced  a  search  of  area  Bravo.  The  search 
in  objective  Bravo  revealed  several  posters  and  leaflets  which  were  anti- 
American.  At  coordinates  YS465850  in  the  vicinity  of  a  concrete  plantation 
house  Tm  K  found  a  30  meter  long  tunnel.  By  0729  Tm  K  had  taken  about  150  VCS 
and  requested  air-  evacuation  for  the  suspects  so  that  they  could  be  taken 
to, the  interrogation  point  at  Binh  Cia.  At  0745  Tra  K  reported  having  located 
2000  pounds  of  peanuts  which  they  destroyed. 

The  third  lift  of  the  43  Infantry  was  completed  at  0800.  At  this  time 
the  ARVN  Force  moved  east  from  the  landing  zone  at  YS417862  and  moved  into 
objective  Alpha  to  Initiate  a  search  of  the  area. 
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Ta  I  and  Ta  started  searching,  £n  the ■  vibinifcy. of  their  blocking 
positions  and  at  0820  Tm  I  "scevcyj.u  d  large -number  of  intc--conncoting 
tunnels  running. undor  houses.  Smoke  was  placed  in  the  tunnol.  .nd  "tunnel 
rats",  recently  trained  in  tho  Squadron-  entered  tho  tunnels  for  a  detailed 
search. 

At  0825  sniper  fire  wounded  a  tank  coruandor  and  loader  in  tho  head 
at  coordinates  YS43S848.  Dustoff  v..s.  called  fer  at  that  location  by  Ta  I. 

Ta  I  called  in  a  light  fire  team  to  males  a-jrun  on  tho  location  'that 
tho  sniper -fire  came  from.  Tho  air  bbsorvor-  and  S3  called  in  artillery  to 
firo  a  bio cling  barrego.to  seal  tho. area  ubilo . Tm  I  searched  the  position. 

At  0905  Tm  I  made  further  contact  lith  heavy  volumes -of  ma  chino  gun  and 
sanll  arms  firo  ct  YS43334 !};  Tho  light  fire  team  made  an  assault  on  tho 
position  but  artillery  was  not  used  duo  to  aircraft  in  tho  area. 

High  performance  aircraft  vis -.also  kept  on  stand-by  ponding  tho  com¬ 
pletion  of  Dus  toff ,  One  attempt  at  Dustoff  failed  at  .0904  when  tho  aircraft 
sufferod  tail  damage  from  hostilo  firo  end  was  forcod  to  land  at  Baso  Camp. 

At  0920  the  wounded  tank  commandor  died,  and  Tm  I  roquosted  the  body  bo 
ovaouated,  • 

To  tho  south  of  Objective  Alpha  whoro  Ta  M  was  in  blocking  position, 

A  limited  search  was  conducted.  By  0958  Ta  !!  had  discovered  5000  lbs  of  rico 
and  had  35  VCS  to  be  evacuated. 

Dustoff  was .not  accocplishcd  for  Ta  X  until  1022  almost  .two  hours 
after  it  lad  boon  requested.  Upon  completion  of  Dustoff  Tm  X  called  in 
artillery  as  small  ..arms  and  automatic  weapons  persisted.  The  artillery 
was. lifted  at  1058,  and  tho  light  firo  team  followed  by  TAC  air  assaultod 
tho  area. 

At  1102  Tm  I  roquosted  a  second  dustoff.  Tho  -socond  dustoff  was 
completed  at  1140.  Ta  I  still  had  a  KIA  at  its  location  as  noithor  dustoff 
nor  our  light  firo  toam  could  pick  up  tho  body.  One  of  tho  aircraft  from 
tho  68th  Airaobilo  support  company  finally  ova ousted  tho  body,  Tn  It 
soarching  in  tho  vicinity  of  its  blocking  position  had  uncovered  a  total 
of  8000  lbs  of  rice  thieh  was  destroyed  and  45  VCS,  By  1147  Ta  L  had 
50  VCS  in  tho  vicinity  of  its  .blocking  position. 

43  Infantry  had  completed  a  rather  haphazard  search  of  •bjoctivo  Alpha 
by  1020  hours.  The  Battalion  Commander  sot  liis  companies  in  position 
along  Highway  2  and  remained  there  for  the  rest  of  tho  operation,  Tho 
search  performed  by  tho  ARVli  Force  resulted  in  sovoral  burned  liut3.  Hino 
VCS,  some  hrndgrcnadcs  of  various  manufacture,  one  anti-tank  mine,,  end 
sovoral  pigs,  chickens,  bicycles  and  ono  sowing  auckdno  were  takon  by 
tho  43  Infantry, 

Feeling  a  more  deatailed  search  of  objective  Alpha  was  necessary  at 
1200  hours  Tm  I,  Tm  K  and  Tm  L  swiftly  formed  on  lino  to  tho  north  of  .tho 
objective  and  performed  a  mounted  swoop  of  the  area  with  ono  company  of 
the  43  Infantry  soarching  behind  tho  vehicles.  Artillery  was  employed 
during  this  search  to  firo  into  draws  end  thick  jvnglo  ahead  of  tho 
search  elements  to  drivo  out  anybody  hidden  in  such.placo3, 

-  This  scorch  rcvoalod  Humorous  .tunnels,  bunkers,  booty  traps,  punjii 
pits  and  firing  positions.  Four  VC  KIA  were  discovered  and  140  aero  VCS  woro 
found.  In  addition  rico,  handgronados  and  many  uniforms  woro  takon.  Tho 
poistions  whero  KIA  woro  found  ware  entrdnehod  and  tho  onomy  was  Idllod  at 
closo  range!  Thorc  was  ono  instance  of  an  onony! assaulting  two  ACAV’s 
with  a  handgrenado  at  15  motors. 

At  1342  Tm  K  movod  to  objective  Ohnrlio  and  conducted  a  search  that 
yielded  43  VCS. 

A  MEDCAP  oporation  was  conducted  at  tho. interrogation  point.  Tho 
oporation  mot  with  only  limited  success  as  tho  peoplo  who  had -boon  ovacuated 
to  tho  interrogation  point  all  demonstrated  a  reluctance  to  participate 
bocausc  of  VG  propaganda  that  discredited  MEDCAP  as  clangorous  and  brutal. 
Attempts  by  S-5  to  givo  away  various  foodstuffs  was  also  only  portly 
successful  bccauso  of  VC  propaganda  labolcd  tho  food  ao  .poison. 

Because  of  approaching  darknossi  and  tho  timo  requirod  to  airlift 
tho  43  Infantry  to  Ba  Rio.,  Phaso  IH,  tho  scorch  of  objootivo  Dclid  was 
novor  accomplished. 

At  1612  hours  Tm  K  returned  1-43  Infantry  to  tho  paront  unit  and 
moved  north  to  socuro  routo  BL/.CK  from  tho  SP  to  tho  RP,  Tm  L  movod  north 
noxt  on  routo  BLACK  and  secured  from  tho  RP  to  YS4589OI.  At  1658  hours  tiro 
tanks  of  Ta  L  ran  over  pressure  detonated  rdnos  at  YS456S44.  Ho  injuries 
were  inflicted. 

Tm  I  secured  route  BLACK  from  the  southern  sector  of'Tm  L  to  the  landing 
zone  at  YS456841.  Tm  II  secured  the  landing  zone  until  the  43  Infantry  (ARVK) 
had  been  completely  airlifted  out  of  objective  Alpha.  At  1540  Howitzer 
Battery  moved  north  and  returned  to  the  base  camp  at  1837.  The  43  Infantry 
(ARVN)  was  clear  of  the  LZ  at  1840.  Tm  M  then  moved  north  on  route  BLACK 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RVC:  MACV  J3-32  (Cont) 

followed  by  Tn  I*  Tm  L  and  Tn  K.  3y  1957  all  elements  had  closed  on  Be  so 
Comp. 


12.  Results: 

a.  Friendly 

(1 )  Personnel 

US  -  2  HA,  10'WIA 

(2)  Equipment  (Damaged  or  lost) 

2  tanks  suffered  track  and  suspension  damage. 

1  M-79  lost. 

b.  Enemy 

(1)  Personnel 

(a)  4  VC  HA  (BC) 

(b)  2  VC  VIA  (Confirmed) 

(c)  0  VC  KBA 

(d)  600  VCS  captured. 

(e)  42  VCC  dotained. 

(2)  Tunnels  and  Fortifications 

(a)  24' major  tunnels  were  found. 

(b)  2  fortified  positions  wore  explored.  Punjii 
stakes,  bobby  traps,  spider-  holes  and  anti-aircraft  were  among  tho  defenses 
employed. 

(c)  None  of  the  tunnels  or  fortifications. could  bo 
completely  destroyed  as  it  would  havo  required  major  engineer  effort 
equipment  and  timo  not  available  to  the  Squadron. 

(d)  Captured  and/or  destroyed. 

4100  lbs  of  peanuts  destroyed. 

13J-  tons  of  rice  destroyed. 

2£  tons  of  rice  evacuated. 

70  Chicom  stick  grenades  destroyed. 

2  claymores  destroyed. 

2  Pressure  type  anti-tank  mines  captured. 

13.  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS:  As  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  involved  only  a 
single  day,  problems  in  administrative  procecduros  were  at  a  mini mum. 

Some  of  the  following  areas  are  worthy  of  comment. 

a.  Treatment  of  Casualties:  Tn.I  suffered  a  KIA  early  in  the 
action;  However,  evacuation  could  not  bo  effected  for  several  hours. 

Dwtaff  would  not  evacuate  a  KIA  even  though  the  body  could  easily 
have  been  placed  on  a  dustoff  ship  when  it  was  in- tho  area  to  evacuate 

a  woundod  soldier.  The  UB-IB's  organic  to  the  Squadron  could  not  evacuate 
tho  body  due  to  the -extreme  weight  of  the  Ordnance  carried  by  the  aircraft. 

A  swifter  method  will  have  to  be  devised  for  KIA  evacuation.  Not 
only  is  the  presence  of  a  dead  comrade  a  definite  morale  factor,  but  the 
body  creates  a  handicap  when  the  unit  must  move  rapidly  and  frequently. 
Units  nfist  be  ready  to  evacuate  casualties  or  KIA  by  armored  ambulance 
to  a  safe  landing  zone  for  pick-up. 

b.  Comnuni cations :  In  future  operations  tho  Squadron  would  like 
to  switch  all  airmobile  communications  to  tho  adrain/log  not  os  traffic 
becomes  extreme  on  the  command  not.  At  one  time  a  request  for  dustoff 

and  a  request  for  a  fire  mission  were  in  competition  with  each  other, 
indicating  a  need  for  established  priorities  on  radio  traffic. 

14.  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES, 

The  only  item  of  equipment  that  met  full  combat  utilization  for 
tho  first  time  was  the  Ml  32  Flame  Thrower.  The  ability  of  this  weapon 
to  burn  thick  brush  and  route  a  hidden  enemy  is  un equaled.  It  is  sucl* 
a  valuable  weapon  when  readily  available  to  the  troop  that  it  is  foil;  that 
two  M132*s  should  be  organic  to  each. troop. 

15.  COmATOER  ANALYSIS:  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  was  most  successful 
in  terms  of  physical  damage  inflicted  upon  tho  enemy,  numbers  of  con¬ 
firmed  VC  captured,  and'  tho  psychological  .advantage  gained  by  easily 
ontering  an  anony  stronghold  and  establishing  our  control  in  the  area*. 
Futher,  -ide sponsible  intelligence  was  gained  about  activities  and 
operations  in  the  Regiments  XAOR,  The  stores  end  fortifications  found 
definitely  established  the  area  cs  a  staging  area  used  by  the  5th  VC 
Division  for  er, st-west  movement;  Tho  single  most  important  success  wais 
on  terrorist  rings  and  infrastructure )  of  ,tho  area.  Tho  operation  also 
provided  tho  opportunity  to  assault  entrenched  positions,  utilize  th® 
Squadron's  tunnel  rats,  and  exorcise  tho  processing  and  evacuation 

of  prisoners  and  documents.  Tho  troops  also  encount ired  punjii  stakes 
and  other  booby  treps. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


/,2,2- 


SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (P.VC:  MACV  J3-32)  (Cont) 

^  One  disappointment  in  the- operation  was  with  the  performance  of  the 
43  infantry  (ARVN).  It  was  hoped  that  they  would. provide  the  task  force 
with  a  capable  means  of  conducting  a  detailed  ground  search  of  the 
objective  areas.  However,  the  ARVN  Infantry  troops  lacked  disciplined 
leadership  and  the  conduct  of  the  search  was  rapid  and  sloppy.  Those 
areas  that  were  searched  were  burned  after  the  troops  confiscated  all 
pigs,  chickens,  bicycles,  and  other  assorted  items  of  value  to  them. 

It  is  hoped  that  another  mission  will  be  undertaken  with  the  43  Infantry 
and  that  through  a  more  definite  command  relationship  more  skillful 
teamwork  can  be  formed. 

16.  RECOMMENDATIONS.  See  Annex  B. 
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ANNEX"  A.  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  to  OP  ALEXANDRIA 


-TASK -ORGANIZATION  (Initially). 
Tm  I 

1/3-11  Armd  Cav  (-1  plat) 
1/M/3-U  Armd  Cav 
l/F0/K<;w/3-ll  Armd  Cav 
1-M132 


Tm  L 

L/3-11  Armd  Cav 
Lt  Sec  3/M/3-11  Armd  Cav 
1  F0/How/3-ll  Armd  Cav 
1  -  M132 


Tm  K 

K/3-I1  Armd  Cav 
HV*  Sec  3/M/3-11  Armd  Cav 
1  Co/1-43  ;Inf  (ARVN)  (OPCON) 

1  F0/How/3-ll  Armd  Cav 

2  GVN "National  Police  (OPCON)  . 

Tm  M 

M/3-11  Armd  -Cay  .*(--2..plat) 
.2/1/3-11  Armd  Cav 
1  F0/How/3-ll  Armd -Cav 


IF  CON 

How  Btry 
Prov  Mort  Btry 
3/919  Engr’ 

1  Engr'Secon  Tm/27  Engr 

Lt  fi^e  Tm/2-11  Armd  Cav  (OPCON) 
MI"  Tm/11  Armd  Cav 

2  FO/How/3-11  Armd  Cav 
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ANNEX  B  to  Combat  Operations -After  Action  Repor t  ’ to : OP " ALEXANDRIA 


LESSONS  LEARNED  OPERATION-  ALEXANDRIA 

-1.  ITEM;  RECON  31  FIRE 

q.  Discussions  Rather  than -random  reconnaissance  into  heavily 
vogitated  areas  such  as  woodlines,  jungles  or  banana  grovos  roconnaissaiico 
by  fire  should  start  short ’of 'tho,  suspected  area  and  bo  walked  into  thp 
target,  ’ 

b.  Observation:  Fire  discipline  and  coordination  exhibited’ by  the 
enemy  indicated  that  well  conducted ■  rcoonnai ssonco  by  fire  can  cause  ah 
enemy  unit  to  roveol  itself  ■  by.  return  fire,  or-  it  will  supress  his  fire. 

2.  -ITEM:  FIRE  DISCIPLINE 

a,  .Discussion:  When  a  team  or  a  vehicle  crew  has  aoro  than  one 
automatic  weapon  they  should. closely  control  their  fire  during  enemy 
contact  so  that  there  is  alleys  at  least-  one  automatic  weapon  firing 
while  the  others  ..  reload. 

-b.  Observation:  Wounded  personnel, in  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  indicated 
they  wore  wounded  because  all  automatic  weapons  ran  out  of  raimn  at  the 
sane  tine  and  the  crew  had  no  suppresive  fire  wliilo  they  reloaded.  This 
clearly  dictates  the  neod  for  control  on  firing  automtic  weapons. 

3, ’  ITEM:  LAND  NAVIGATION  AT  NIGHT 

a.  Discussion:  Night’  movement  under  black  out  conditions  can  either 
achieve  groat  surpriso  and  success  o'  create  chaos.  Surprise  and  success 
will  be  achioved  if  the  following  procedures  are  adopted! 

(1)  Know  the'  distance  between  SP  and  objective  and  have  the 
lead  element  measure  the  distance  on  his  odoneter  to  insuro  that  the 
objective  or  turn  off  to  the  objective  is  found. 

(2)  Lihsatic  conpassos  arc  valuable  as  an  added  reference  for 
novenont  and  to  quickly  .determine  general  direction 

(3)  Preplanned-  artillery  concentration  utilizing  WP  arc  an 
important  aid  to  determining  exact  location  and  achieving  proper  position¬ 
ing  on  the  objective  area. 

b.  Observation:  On  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  the  Third.  Squadron  enjoyed 
a  successful  night  movement  by  employing  tho  procedures  listed.  It  is 
recommended  these  considerations  bo  SOP  for  movement  during  hours  of 
darkness. 


4--,  ITEM:  CLOSING  ON  A  KNOWN  OR  SUSPECTED  ENEMY  POSITION, 

a.  Discussion:  When  moving,  against  a  known  or  suspected  enemy 
position  armored  vehicles  should  lead  the  dismounted  elements  so  that 
any  anti-personnel  mines,  boooy  traps  or  automatic  weapons  fire  will 
be  absorbed  by  the  armor.  Dismounted  personnel  can  bo  utilized  best 

by  following  behind  to  conduct  a  detailed  sparch  of  the  area,  utilizing 
tho  protection  of  the, armor  and  automatic  weapons. 

b.  Observation:  The  combination  of  r.  nountod-disnountod  team 
advancing  on  an  enecy  position  proved  effootivo  in  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA 
however  greater  speed  and  skill  could 'ho  achieved  if  training  wero 
conducted  in  this  procedure  by  ARVN  units. 

ITEM:  DETECTING  UNDERGROUND  BUNKERS  AND  FIRING  POSITIONS. 

a «•  Discussion:  On  OPERATION  ALEXANDRIA  some  underground  bunkers 
and  firing  positioda  wore  detected  by  long  mounds  of  earth.  This  was 
prevalent  in  banana  grovos,  and  in- most  cases  trenches,  bunkers  and 
firing  positions  wore  found  undor  tho  mounds. 

b.  Observation:  Search  elements  should  be  instructed  concerning 
mounds  and  what  they  could  indicate. 

6,  ygj-1:  ENEMX  EMPLOYMENT  OF  PUNJII  STICKS, 

a.  Discussion:  Punjii  stakes  wero  found  around  and  enoiry  defensive 
position.  They  were  easily,  recognizable  in  the  grass  and  tho  points  were 
aiming  away  from  the  position, 

b.  Observation:  Troops  should  bo  trained  to  look  for  punjii  sticks 
and  road  into  them  vhat  their  employment  could  moan  i.o,  tho  direction 
they  are  pointing  is  expected  routo  of  friendly  foroo"  advance.  Tho 
opposite  direction  might  hide  an  eneny  position. 

7.  ITffl:  EMPLOYMENT  OF  M-132 

a.  ‘  Discussion:  For  maximum  utilization  of  tho  K-132  the  following 
techniques  wero  found  to  bo  most  effective. 

(1)  Fire  mixture  short  of  target  end  allow  tho  flamo  to  roll 
into  objective. 

(2)  Fire  low  when  possible  as  tho  mixture  will  disipato  if  fired 
higher  than  necessary. 
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f.  Observations  Crew  onH-1 32,  should  bo  trained  in  the  techniques 
mentioned. 

8,  ITEM;  ASSAULT  ON  LIKE 

a.  "  Discussion;  At  one  point  Im  I,  Tn  K  and"  Tn  L  cane  on  line  to 
assault .  a  wido  area  that  contained  onesy  positions.  With  the  help  of  ah 
aerial  obsorver  79  armored  vohides  easily' famed' on  lino  -and  advanced, 
all  weapons  trained  on  the  onery  positions. 

b.  Observation:  Amor  can  be  employed  successfully  in  nass  formations 
in  certain  areas  of  Vietnam. 

9.  ITEM:  CONTROL  OF  COMMtHD  NET. 

a.  Discussion:  During  the  operation  there  yore  timos -when  valuable - 
transrdssions  had  to  cerate  for  the  opportunity  to  use  tho  conaand  net. 
Request  for  dustofftwere  being,  cut  out  by  spot  reports  which  competed' 
with  commanders  controlling  air  strihos.  ,It  was  resolved  to  shift  all  air- 
nobilo  transmission  to  the  attain/log  not. 

b.  Observation:  Airmobile  comuni  cations  nay  remain  on  tho  admin/ 
log -not  to  lossen  transmissions  on  command  not.  Other  suggestions  iniludo 
training  people  to. listen  before  trap srdtting  and  fairly* establishing  their, 
own  priorities  should  important  traffic  be  on  the  net. 
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ANNEX  0  —  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  ATLANTA,  Roster  of  Cadre. 

11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  -  COL  William  W,  Cobb 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop,  11th  Armored  Cavalry -Hegt  -  CPT  Marven  L.  Doerr 

1st  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry.  Regiment  -LTC  Martin  O'.  Howell 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop,  1st  Squadron  -  CPT  Richard  H.  Fanning  .(20  Oct- 

23  Ksv)  1LT  Franklin  F.  Wing.  (2U  Ndv  -  8  Dee) 
Troop  A,  1st  Squadron  -  CPT  John  E.  Bailey 
Troop  B,  1st  Squadron  -  CPT  John  L.  Landry 
Troop  C,  1st  Squadron  -  CPT  Robert  W.  Garrett  Jr. 

Company  0,  1st  Squadyon  -  CPT  Bill  Peas ley 
Howitzer  Battery,  1st  Squadron  -  CPT  Willln  K.  Fraase 

2nd  Squadron,  lith  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  -  LTC  Kibbey  M.  Horne 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPT  Bob  E.  Shanberger 

Troop  E,  '2nd  Squadron  -  CFT  Richard  M.  Miller 

Troop  F,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPT  Howard  C.  Batt 

Troop  G,  2nd  Squadron  -  CFT  Glen  J.  Thorson 

Company  H,  2nd  Squadron  -  CFT  John  0.  Russell 

Howitzer  Battery,  2nd  Squadron  -  CPT  William  R.  Perry 

3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  -  LTC  Palmer  A.  Petersen 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troon,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Calvin  J.  Rsese  (200ut-6Dec) 

CPT  Tedd  A.  Welsh  _(6Deo-8Dsc) 

Troop  I,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Peter  P.  Horoachak  (20  Oct  -  9  Nov) 

CPT  Joel  R.  Parker  (10-Nov  -  8 -Dee) 

Troop  E,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Wayne  P.  Halstead 
TToop  L,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT. Larry  L.  Mangel 
Company  M,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Herbert  C.  Her  tel  Jr. 

Howitzer  Batty ry,  3rd  Squadron  -  CPT  Leonard  Usage 

37th  Medical  Cqmpw  -  CPT  Dennis  J.  Blais 

919th  Engineem  Company  (Armored)  -  CPT  Donald  J.  Crocker 

lt09Ut  Radios  Research  Detachment  -  CPT  Lee  Gentry 

541st  Military  Intelligence  Detachment  ■-  CPT  Alfred  J.  Dirska  (20  Oct  -  18  Nov) 

MAJ  Cornelius  L.  Gray  (19  Nov  -  8  Dec) 

33rd  Chemical  Detachment  -  1LT  James  T.  Price 

17th  Public  Information  Detachment  *  MAJ  Paul  Blackwell  (20  Oct  -  7  Dec) 

CPT  Owen  Ditchfield  (8  Dec) 

28th  Military  History  Detachment  -  MAJ  Bruce  R.  Nilsson 
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ANNEX  E  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation.  ATLANTA,  Map  Overprint 


MAP  SHEETS  Vietnam  1  250,000,  JOG(G)  1501  NC  48-8,  JOG(G)  1501  NC  48-4,  JOG(G) 
1501  NC  48-5 

Cambodia  1.250,000  JOG(G)  1501  NC  48-3. 
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Annex  P  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  to  Operation  ATLANTA 
10  X,  (C)  INCIDENTS:  BEN  HOA  to  XUAN  LOC  on/near  National  Highway  One. 


DATE 

COORDINATES 

INCIDENT 

26  May  61* 

IT  177126 

Ambush  of  HVNAF  personnel. 

6  Jul  6!* 

111*61*112 

Ambush  of  Civil  Officials. 

30  Mar  66 

IT  1*52128 

Ambush  of  RF  personnel. 

.2  Jon  66 

XT  210108 

Roadblocks  and  mines,  small 
arms. 

13  Jun  66 

IT  295058 

Mine. 

3  Jul  66 

IT  3310 

Roadblock. 

7  jul  66 

YT  389101 

Small  arms. 

Jul  66 

YT  1*50101 

Small  arms. 

12  Aug  66 

IT  31*3101 

Small  arms. 

U*  Aug  66 

IT  1*95056 

Roadblock,  Small  arms. 

19  Aug  66 

XT  31*3102 

Small  arms. 

6  Sep  66 

IT  270100 

Possible  extortion  point. 

6  Sep  66 

YT  314002 

Booby-trapped  roadblock. 

13  Sep  66 

IT  272092 

Train  mined. 

2.  (C)  INCIDENTS: 

XUAN  LOC  to  PHUOC  LB  (BAHIA)  on  Routes  1  and  2. 

9  Jun  61* 

IS  2*07638 

HP  Mil  pore  ambush  -  6  KIA,  5 
WIA. 

9  Jun  62* 

IS  1*27614* 

RF  Mil  pars  ambush  -  3  KIA 

No  ambushes  9  Jun  6k  thru  April  66 

No  Info.  April  66  thru  3  June  66 

U  Jun  66 

YS  1*60830 

Small  arms. 

h  Jun  66 

1*  Jun  66 

IS  1*62817 

AT  mine  found  -  destroyed  in 
place  over  %ni  long  -  hot  clear. 

is  1*63820 

Roadblock,  dirt  mounds,  cuts. 

30  Jun  66 

IS  1*38911* 

Road  cut  -  passable. 

1  Jul  66 

is  1*60839 

Small  arms. 

5  Jul  66 

IS  1*51*853 

3  mines-1  APC-1  ^bon  damaged. 

10  Aug  66 

IS  1*5881*0 

IS  1*51*863 

Road  reported  mined. 

13  Aug  66 

IS  1*58889 

Road  cut. 

13  Aug  66 

YS  1*61*795 

Road  cut. 

13  Aug"  66 

IS  1*61,796 

Roadblock  with  pose  wpns  pit. 

13  Aug  66 

YS  14*5270 

Road  put. 

13  Aug  66 

IS  U3951U 

Road  cut. 

13  Aug  66 

YS  1*1*8978 

Tree  over  road-held  up  traffic. 

20  Aug  66 

YS  1*33.91*0 

YS  1*30937 

Dirt  mound  across  road,  and 
just  off  road. 

20  Aug  66 

Orie  dirt  mound  each  side. 

20  Aug  66 

IS  1*35916 

Crater  in  road.  - 

20  Aug  66 

IS  1*30939 

Dirt  road  block. 

20  Aug  66 

IS  14*5580 

Deep  trench  across  road. 

23  Aug  66 

IS  14)39lU 

Two  trees  across  road. 

23  Aug  66. 

IS  1*55850 

Crater  in  road. 

23  Aug  66 

23  Aug  66 

IS  1*5581*0 

YS  1*57814* 

2  bruaWkwood  roadblocks- lDOra 
apart. 

Barbed  wire  barrier. 

26  Aug  66 

YS  1*58833 

Mine,  hit  by  truck. 

26  Aug  66 

IS  2*51*851, 

Mine,  hit  by  truck. 

26  Aug  66 

IS  1*51*851* 

APC,  hits  mine. 

26  Aug  66 

IS  1*65876 

Jeep,  hits  mine. 

27  Aug  66 

IS  1*53852 

IS  1*55871 

Numerous  but  passable  cuts. 

28  Aug  66 

IS  1*55907 

APC  destroyed  by  mine. 

28  Aug  66 

IS  1*58898 

Truck  hit  mine. 

29  Aug  66 

IS  1*59900 

ARVN  APC  damaged  by  mine. 

2  Sep  66 

IS  2*2,8978 

Command  detonated  mine. 

2  Sep  66 

YS  l*256i*7 

V/I  explosion,  small  aims. 

1*  Sep  66 

YS  1*3291*0 

Mine. 

5  Sep  66 

IS  1*37919 

Small  arms. 

3  Oct  66 

IS  1*51*865 

Two  road  cute. 
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^  GCMBAT  OPERATIONS  APTS!)  ACTICH  REPORT 

I !  5  OPERATION  BAN  •  TAM  81 


a.  Operation  DA1I  TA11  81. 
b»  Security  of  rice  harvest. 


Zi  (U).DMSS  OF  OFSRATICH: 

a.  160001  Nov  66  -  1221*00  Jan  67. 

b.  US  participation:  080830  -  301520  Dec  66. 

3.  (U)  LOCATION:  10*5  KHANH  and  BI1E  TUY"  Provinces . 

il.  (U)  CCSimOL  HEADQUARTERS:  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. 

5.  <U)  REPORT! HQ  OFFICER:  LTC  -Martin  D.  Howell 

6.  (C)  TASK  CRGANIZATICN:  See  Annex  A. 

7.  (C)  SUPPCRTI1D  FORCES: 

a.  -Air  Support. 

(1)  Preplanned  air  strikes. 

(a)  Cn  15  Deo  one  strike  north  of  the  LA  HGA  River  was  aborted 
due  to  radio  failure  in  the  Forward  Air  Controller^  aircraft. 

(b)  Cn  16  Dec  one  strike  was  called  on  a  suspected  enemy- 
position  located  at  coordinates  IT  8281*80.  negative  results  were  observed. 

(c)  On  17  Ifeo  two  strikes  were  called.  The  first  was  placed 
in  a  suspected  enemy  ba3e  carp  north  of  the  LA  IDA  River.  Small  secondary  explo¬ 
sions  indicated  the  possibility  that  an  ammo  cache' had  been  hit.  The  second 

was  o(01  ed  on  a  suspected  base  carp  at  YT  9701*1*6.  Negative  results  were  observed. 

(d)  At  2311*30  Dec  another  strike  was  called  on  a  suspected  VC 
base  camp  north  of  the  LA  NGA  River  with  negative  results. 

(e)  On  26  Dec  a  strike  against  a  suspected  enemy- position  at 
YT  81*01*85  was  aborted.  Again,  this  was  due  to  radio  failure  in  the  FAC  aircraft. 

(f )  At  271230  Dec  a  strike  was  placed  on  a  suspected  VC  supply 
dump  north  of  the  IA1JGA  River.  White  and  gray  smoke  was  observed  in  two  secondary 
explosions.  On  the  basis  of  this,  another  mission  was  diverted,  and  a  second 
strike  was  placed  on  the  target,  however  no  further  results  were  observed. 

(2)  Immediate  air  strikes.  On  22  Dec  an  immediate  strike  was  put  in 
at  YT  87l*2l*7  when  elements  of  Troop  B  received  automatic  weapons  fire  from  that 
area.  The  enemy  had  broken  contact  by  the.  time  the  aircraft  arrived,  .  and  the  results 
of  the  strike  were  undate rained. 

b.  Army  Air.  The  light. fire  team  attached  .to  the. Squadron  flew  a  total 
of  27  missions  during  the  operation.  A  total  of  approximately  150.000  rounds  of 
7.62mm  and  100  -  2.7 5"  rockets  were  expended. 

c.  Artillery. 

(1)  General:  Artillery  support  for  the  operation  was  provided  by 
three  batteries: 

(?.)  How-Btry,  1st  Squadron,  11th  Aroorod  Cavalry,  105  SP. 

(b)  B/7/9  Arty,  51*th  Arty  0p,,105  (towed). 
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(c)  B/2/35  Arty;  -  jl»th  Arty  Gp,  155  SP..  v^> 

The  separate  batteries  were  formed  into  a  provisional  battaliion  with  the 
mission  of.  direct  support  to  the  1st  Squadron*  The  command  and  control  group 
was  provided  by  the  2/ 35th  Artillery. 

(2)  The  following  types  of  missions  were  firedj- 

(a)  Each  evening  when  the  line  troops  assumed  their  positions, 
artillery  fired  defensive  concentrations  in  their  areas.  These  fires  were  continu¬ 
ed  intermittently  throughout  the  night  as  part  of  the  H  and, I  program. 

(b)  Twenty-two  will  adjust  missions  were  fired  at  small  enemy 
elements.  These  fires  in  conjunction  with  friendly  small  arms  fire  caused,  the  enemy 
to  break  contact  in  all  cases.  Fires  were  then  shifted  to  suspected  routes  of 
withdrawal. 

(c)  Several  fire  for  effect  missions  were  fired  on- suspected 
enemy  positions  with  unknown  results. 

(d)  Snail  preparations  on  troop-sized  objectives  were  fired  as 
well  as  preplanned  concentrations  along  routes  for  convoy  protection. 

(e)  On  several  occasions  H  and  I  fires  ware  effective  in  securing 
caches  of  enemy  rice  which  had  been  discovered  too  late  in  the  day  for  immediate 
evacuation. 

(3)  Ammunition  during  the  operation  was  expended  in 'the  following 
manner: 

105HE  105/P  155HB  155/P 

Registrations  180  lit  103 

H  and  I  Fires  2625  1352 

Defensive  Concentrations  *  206  88  2 

Will  Adjust  Missions;.  992  1*6  333 

Fira-for-affoet  and  .  Preparations  31*1*  _  38  ______ 

1*31*7  60  19X1*  2 

8.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE: 

a.  Prior  to  Operation:  Indications  from  all  sources,  including  ARVN  in¬ 
telligence,  advisors  at  HAH  TAN  and  VO  DAT,  and  RED  HAZE  missions,  showed  that  the 
VO  DAT  rice  bowl  area  was  not  heavily  defended  by  main  force  units,  but  that  the 
D500  Separate  Battalion  (DONG  HAI)  and  at  least  two  NVA  regiments  were  available 
for  employment  in  the  area  of  operations.  Extensive  rice  caches  and  base  areas 
defended  by,  guerilla  units  were  reported  in -the  mountain  area  north  of  the  LA  NGA 
River.  The  l)21st  VC  district  concentrated  company  also  was  reported  operating  in 
the  NEPU  _  M'BRIM  area. 

b. .  Value  of  Prior  Intelligence:  Intelligence  history  indicated  that  in 
the  past  year,  the  VC  were  active  in  the  M'BRIM  area,  this  decidad  the  Squadron 
Coranander,  in  hi3  search  for  base  areas,  to  initially  concentrate  on  this  area. 

Prior  intelligence  and  aerial  observation  permitted  timely  fire  planning  for  the 
area  of  operations.  Actual  enemy  resistance  was  light,,  as  expected. 

c.  Intelligence  during  the  Operation:  Intelligence  received  from  the  10th 
ARVN  Division  Forward  CP  indicated  a  200  man  VC  force  (possibly  fran  the  186th  LF  Bn) 
vicinity  coordinates  YT  8388.  This  information  was  checked  and  found  to  be  unsub¬ 
stantiated,  Base  casps  and  rice  caches  were  found  vicinity  coordinates  YT  81)1*3, 

YT  871)1),  and  YT  9Xl*3-  Another  ARVN  report  of  a  VC  battalion,  said 'to  be  located 
at  YT  8333,  was  also  checked  with  negative  results.  On  27  Dec,  a  battalion-sized 
base  camp  was  discovered  at  YT  835U1)8.  It  contained  five  huts  and  a  large  amount 
of  rice.  Documents  found  throughout  the  area  referred  to  the  l)22nd  IF  Camp  any, 
and  lifted  numerous  members  of  that  organization.  Qa  29  Dec,  another  base  camp 
was  discovered,  containing  several  huts,  animal  pens,  and  rice.  It  was  located 
at  YT  925UU6-  Paragraph  12  lists  in  detail  the  number  of  enemy  killed,  wounded, 
and  captured,  as  well  a3  enemy  equipment  and  supplies  captured  or  destroyed. 
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9.  (C),  IffSSICH:  Effective  080830II  Dec  66  move  from  Base  Can?)  to  vie  VO  DAT 
(YT  7333)  and  establish  combat  base.  Thereafter  commence  operations  to  secure 
route  from  SUOI  CAT  to  TANH  IINH  in  coordination  with  CO  TF'52,  10th  Inf  Div  (AHVH), 
Be  prepared  to  secure  US  engineer,  work  parties.  Be  prepared  OIJO  to  conduct  search 
and  destroy  cperations-north.of.  the  IA  IGA  River.  Continue  security  of  GIA  RAY 
Rock  Quarry. 

10.  (C)  CCECCTT.  OT  OISRATIONt 

a,  llaneuver:  To  conduct  operation.in  3  phases  s 

(1)  Phase' I:  Conduct  tactical,  road  march  and  establish  combat  base 

at  VO  DATi 

(2)  Fhaseli:  Commence  operations  to  secure  route  from  SUOI  CAT  to. 
TANK  LINK  'and  to  secure  engineer  work  parties  on  order. 

>(3)  Phase  III:  On  order,  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations 
north  of  the  IA  IGA  River. 

b.  Fires: 

(1) .  Arty:  Priority  of  .fire  to  convoy  security  initially,  to  the 
north  and  west  of  Routes.  1  and  333. 

(2)  TAC  Air:  Cn  call,  to  the  south  and  east  of  Routes  1  and  333. 

11..  (C).  EXECUTION: 

General:  Headquarters,  1st  Sqdn,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. issued 
OPCRD  15-66  (Opn  DAN  T'JI  81)  on  7  Dec  1966  assigning  the  mission  stated  in  para¬ 
graph  9  above.  At  071600  Dec  all  unit  commanders  >.»re  briefed  on  the  mission. 

On  6  Dec,  coordination  was  made  at  XUAN  IOC  with  officials  ef  the  participating 
ARVN  units  and  the  5Uth  Arty  Gp. 

8  December  1966 

Phase  I:  1st  Sqdn  departed  the  Regimental  Base  Camp  at  0830  on  8  Dec. 

Due  to  the  number  of  vehicles  involved,  and  the  fact  that  seme  units -were' -to, 
integrate  into  the  convoy  at  intermediate  points  along  the  routs,  the  various, 
elements  were  split  into  three  march  units.  This  division  of  elements  into  unit3 
of  manageable  size  facilitated  control. 

In  vie::. of  a  history  of  ambushes  along  the  route,  a  detailed  fire  plan  was 
devised  to  si^port  the  convey  in  ary  eventuality.  Constant  coverage  by  Forward 
Air  Controllers  and  artillery  concentrations  at  likely  ambush  sites  were  provided. 
Events  proceeded. according  to  plan  until-  the  bridge  at  YT  679199  became  damaged 
with  passage  of  the  lead  elements.  Engineer  work  was  Initiated;  and  the  crossing 
was- repaired  after -a  delay  of  several  hours.  All  elements  closed  into  VO  DAT 
just  prior  to  nightfall  and  a  combat  base  was  established  at  YT  7232.  Team  Blast 
(see  Annex  A)- remained  at  the  GIA  RAY  Rock. Quarry  (YT  6312)  to  provide  for  its 
security. 


9-15  December  1966 


Phase  II:  IXiring  this  period,  the  Sqdn  was  primarily  concerned  with 
the  repair  and  security  of  Route  333,  the  primary  lino  of  communication  leading 
to  the 'rice  howl  area.  Work  parties  frcm-B  Company,  27th  Engineers  commenced 
imnediate  operations  to  repair  and  improve  the  various  bridge  sites  between 
SUOI  CAT  and  VO  DAT.  Security  forces  guarding  these  work  parties  served  a  dual 
function  in  that  elements  of  the  Squadron  were  thereby  dispersed  along  the  route 
and  aided  in  its  security.  .The  route  security  mission  was  further  supported  by 
ROADRUNNER  operations  and  THUNDER  .'RUNS.  A  THUNDER  RUN  consisted  of  movement  along 
the  route  by  armored  vehicles  firing  to  either  side  of  the  road  with  short-range 
weapons  such  as  the  K-79  and  90r.im  cannister.  This  exercise  proved  extremely  effec¬ 
tive  in  insuring  against  route  interdiction  during  the  hours  of  curfew.  Route 
improvement  proceeded  in  an  orderly  fashion,  and  there  was  no  enemy  activity  except 
for  a  light, probe  of  the  combat  base  perimeter  on  the  night  of  8  December. 
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16--  18<:DBcemberl966-  -  '■ 

-Hiring  this  period,  Phase-II  .was (continued  with: the  priisiy  engineer 
effort  shifted  'to  the .  route  -between  VO  DAT  and  TANH  LiHH..  Work:  was  begun  on 
the  bridge  site  ■•at  IT8373I16  and  the  air  strip  at  TAN  LI  ill. 

Also  during  this  period.  Phase  IH  was  initiated  Kith  a  search  and  destroy 
operation  north  of  the  LA  !DA  River.  On  the  night  of  IS  Leceinbef ,  one  platoon 
fran  B/27  Engineers  displaced' to  the  bridge  site  at  IP- 814389  and, prepared  it 
for  crossing  by  elements  of  the  1st  Sqdn  and  3A3  AHVN.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  16  December-  the  crossing  was  accomplished  without  incident.  At  0830,  Troop 
C  discovered  a  series  of  punji  stakes  and  a  recently  used  bunker  at  IT  866L33. 

Both  were  destroyed.  At  1139,  Troop  B  found  a  hut- with  expanded  20cm  rounds, 
material  for  making  shoes,-:  and  ;food  at  IT  8JCli33.  At.  1510,  -  elements  of  Troop  A 
killed  one  VC  at  IT  9201(25.  He  was  found  to  be  armed  .with- a’ Hauser,  rifle  and  one 
grenade.  At  1500,  TroopC'-disoovered  and  destroyed  a  VC  viUagj  which  contained  lit 
huts,  large  amounts  of. rice,  buiikor  systems,  and  a  small. .'amount'. of  Caliber  .50  and 
shotgun  ammo.  Cc  17  December,  A.  Troop  ;>iade  contact  wiih‘an  estimated  VC  squad  at 
IT  982366.  The  VC  esoaped  into  the  jungle  .to  the  north.  Troop  C  found  a  deserted 
village  which  contained  approximately  3  tons  of  rice.  Troop  A  discovered  from  30 
to  1(0  tons  of  rice  a  short  distance  auayv  H&I  fires  ware  planned  in  the  vicinity 
of  these  caches  while  plans  were  made  to -evacuate  the  rice  the  .next  day.  Cm  18 
Decembsr,  -at  1030,  a  platoon  from  Droop  A  encountered. a  VC  sqpMtd  at  YT  917li28, 
resulting  in  2  US  WIA  from  grenade  fragments.  An  air  strike  was  plaeed  on  the  sus¬ 
pected  route  of  withdrawal  with- unknown  results.  At  1615,  Troop  A  again  made 
contact,  engaging  h  VC  at  IT  91531(9.  Ctte  VC  was  killed  and  two  were  rounded  0  The 
latter  escaped  into  the  jungle.  During  tho  day  approximately  60  tons  of  rice  were 
evacuated  and  turned  over  to  BINS  TUI  Province  officials.  Late  in  the  evening,  the 
Squadron  re  crossed  the  river  and  closed*  into  the  combat  base  at  V0  DAI  at  2300. 

19  -  25  December  l966 

During  this  period,  the  Squadron  continued  to  conduct  Phase  H  operations 
and  observed  the  cease  fire  from  0700  2k  Dec  to  0700  26  Dec.  Engineer  work  was  coo- 
timed  between  VO  DAT  and  TAN  LINH.  ROADRUNNER  operations  were  conducted  between 
VO  DAT  and  SUOI  CAT.  at  an  increased  tempo.  Brush  burning  operations  were  undertaken 
by  the  Sqdn  or.  either  side  of  Route  333  in  selected  areas  to  render  ambush  sites 
less  tenable.-  Cm  19  December,  the  Sqdn  .partially  stood  down  in  order  to  perform 
maintenance. 

26  -  30  December  1966 


During  this-perlod  the  Sqdn  continued  with  Phase  IX  and  again- initiated 
Phase  III  operations.  Cm  the. morning  of  26  December,,  the  Sqdn  again  crossed  the 
LA  1TJA  River  with  Troops  A  and  B.-  Troop  C  and  Company  3  continued.the  security  of 
the  combat  base  at  VO, DAT  . and  the  rock, quarry  at  GIA/RAY-.  The  Sqdn.CP  and  the 
provisional  artillery  battalion  displaced  to  the  bridge  site  at  IT.  81(633 9.  AT  09l(0, 
Troop  B  found  500  lbs  of  rioe  at  -IT  8351(32.  The  rice  was  evacuated.  At  1210,  Troop 
B  discovered  what  was.  judged  to  be  a  Viet  Cong  rest  area  at  IT  8151(22.  It  contained 
a  thatched  hut,  bunker  system,  and  foxhole  perimeter,  and  appeared  to  be  four  or 
five  days  old.  Trails  leading  from  the  area  were  also  lined  with  foxholes.  This 
complex  was  destroyed.  A  short  distance  away,  another  500  pound  rice  cache,  was  dis¬ 
covered,  and  the  lice"  uas  evacuated.  At  1358,  Droop  A  found  a  •mcll’boso  camp  with 
tools,  bunkers,  and  approximately  200  pounds  of  rice. 

During; the  norning  hours  of  27  December,  several  sniper  rounds  wre  fired 
at  both  Troops-A  and  B.  There  wore  no  US  casualties,  and- the  fire- was  returned 
with  unknown  (results.  At  1215,  Troop  B  engaged  a  VC  sepad  at  IT  8361(1(6,  resulting 
in  two  VC  KIA  (3C).  An  airs trike  was  placed  on  the  .suspected  route  of  withdrawal, 
and  two  secondary  explosions  were  observed.  At  1300,  Droop  B  found  a* battalion  sized 
base  carp  at  IT  8351(1(8,  containing  five  huts  in  good  condition,-  and  documents  ident¬ 
ifying  the  1(22  Coup  any,  as  well  as  the  1(20  and  1(21  Platoons,  The  base  oamp  was  de¬ 
stroyed.  . 


On  28  Deo,  Troops  A  and' B- conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in, Objec¬ 
tive  SILD,  vicinity  coordinates  YT  .92l(l(.  Troop  B  engaged  two-VC  at  IT  9251(35  at  11(00 
with  unknown  results.  A  serach  of  the  area  revealed  1  grenade,  documents,  and  2  bags 
of  rice.  The  search  was  continued  in  the  surrounding  area  vith  negative  results. 
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On'29 'December,  at  0835,  Troop  -S'  engaged  3  to  U'VO  at  YT'925ft38l  An  at¬ 
tached  AKTN  inf  antryman  was  wunded  during  the  encounter.-  The  enesy  fled  with  un¬ 
known/ results,  At'  09l*5i  aaACAV  received  elicit  damage  frai  a-coBtaahd  detonated 
nine  at  YT  1*33036.  Later,  in  the  morning,,  B  . Troop'  discovered  an  enemy 'base  camp  at 
YT  925Ui6.  100  pounds  of  rice  were  evacuated  fran  the  area,  and  th3  camp  wae>  de¬ 
stroyed,  Iri  the  late  afternoon,  the  Squadron  returned  to  the  combat  base  at  VO 
DAT  to  prepare  for  the  return  march  to  the  Regimental  Base  Camp.  - 

Cta  30  Dec,  the  Squadron  moved  frets  VO  DAT  to  the -Regimental  Base  Camp  with¬ 
out  incident,  closing  the  latter  at  1520  hours,  and  terminating  the  mission. 

12,  (C)  RESULTS: 

a.  DS  Losses:  8  WIA,  1  3/U  ton,  1  ACAV  damaged. 

b.  Enezy  Losses: 

(1)  Personnel:  7  VC  KIA  (BC). 

(2)  Equipment  captured:  11*1.37  tons  rice,  2  Mauser  rifles,  1  Thompson 
Sffi,  3  bags  of  assorted  clothing,  2  grenades,  2  bicycles. 

(3)  Equipment  Destroyed:  6  bunkois,  17  structures,  rest  area,  small 
base  camp,  1  battalion  sized  base  camp. 

13.  (c)  ADiDinsmTIVS  HATTERS: 

The  operation  vicinity  VO  DAT  had  particular  impact  on  logistical  opera¬ 
tions  due  to  the  length  of,  the  main  supply  route  and  its  insecure  condition.  It 
:?as  immediately  apparent  in  planning  that  aerial  resupply  would  have  to  be  enployed. 
VO  DVT  :ias  particularly  suitable  in  that  tliere  was  an  operational  air  strip  adjacent 
to  the  planned  combat  base.  This  allowed  for  either  fixed  or  rotary  wing  aircraft 
to  be  utilized  and  gave  a  greater  available  air  craft  factor.  Within  three  days 
of  establishing  the  combat  base  at  VO  DAT  daily  Caribou  resupply  missions  wore  being 
flown  from  XUAN  LOC-  These  daily  sorties  enabled  the  Squadron  to  subsist  on  Class  A 
rations.  The  Caribou  was  also  used  to  bring  in  the  mail,  which  was  large  in  quantity 
due  to  the  Christmas  period.  ?<X  and  route  of  ccmraunicacion,  but  by  virtue  of  the 
aerial  resupply  available  for  emergency  requirements,  routine  convoys  had  to  be  run 
every  two  or  three  days.  Cn  one  occasion  routine  ammunition  re supply  was  by  air. 

The  utilisation  of  aircraft  for  resupply  reqiired  reliable  personnel  in  the  base  camp 
area  as  procedures  for  obtaining  aircraft  required  constant  coordination. 

A  DUSTGFF  helicopter  was  requested  for  nodical  evacuation  and  was  provided 
for  standby  at  the  combat  base.  This  allowed  for  immediate  response  to  casualty 
evacuation  requirements. 

11*.  (C)  SPECIAL  SQjipmeht  AMD  TECHNIQUES: 

On  two  separate  occasions,  once  on  18  Deeenfcer  and  again  on  29  December, 
the  Squadron  employed  CH-i»7  Chinook  helicopters  to  evacuate  large  stores  of  captured 
enemy  rice  from  a  relatively  remote  area  of  poor  trafficability.  The  effioaey  of 
this  method  was  proved  by  the  mount  of  rice  removed  in  such  a  short  period  of  time, 
a  chore  which  otherwise  would  have  required  the  efforts  of  friendly  troops  for  a 
much  longer  period. 

15.  (C)  CCHHAtP  ANALYSIS:  Operation  DAN  TAM  81  was  successful  in  its  immediate 

goal  of  securing  the  rice  harvest  operaticci  in  the  VO  DAT  -  TAN  LINH  area.  The  fact 
that  the  harvest  was  accomplished  with  complete  freedom  from  Viet  Cong(harra3sment 
no  doubt  a  result  of  the  dual  throat  imposed  by  AKVN  security  forces,  and  the 
presence  of  the  Squadron  as  a  mobile  force  capable  of  striking  anywhere  in  the  area 
on  short  notice. 

The  side  effocts  of  the  operation  were  several.  It  was  noted  that  the 
flew  of  commerce  into  the  area’ increased  sharply  during  the  period,  a  direct  result 
of  the  increased  presence  edf  the  friendly  troops  and  the  route  socurity  effort.  The 
operations  north  of  the  LA  JDA  River  impressed  the  populace  with  the  fact  that 
friendly  forces  could  operate  in  the  area  with  impunity,  and  extract  large  stores 
of  enemy  rice  for  distribution  by  local  govemaent  officials. 
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Ths  reinforcement  of  the  Squadron,  by,  ilHTN  infantry  vnits , aided, in  the 
accomplishment  of-. search  and  destroy  operations  north.i,of.-ti».riyer«  -  In  general, 
ATON  comp any- sized^uoLta  attached  to  :Rac'onna±ssnaoe  Troops  performed  with  enthus¬ 
iasm-^  demonstrate  cap'abtf 

I6i  (C) ,  RECOtSBHDATIOtS See  Annex.D. 
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Annex  A  to  CQAAR  (Operation  DAI!  TAirffl.) 
Task  Organization- (Initially): 


Tcoop  A  TearoBlaat  Troop  C 
A/U  B/ll  (-)  C/ll  ' 

VD/11 


Team  Danger 

*d/uT 

VB/U- 


Sqdn  Control 
1st, Hew 
3/2/35  Arty 
B/7/9  Arty 
2/27  Engr 
V919  Engr 
1  Seo/li09th  RED 
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Annex  B  to  COAAR  .(Opn  DAN  TAM  81) 

1.  JOINT  ARVU/OS  OPERATION: 

a.  Snail  unit  c cabined  operations  are  most  effective  viien  US  forces 
control.  ARVN  units  are  not  normally  trained , to  respond  quickly  to  Sqdn-frag 
orders.  In  addition,  the  basic  differences  In  doctrine  make,  it  difficult  to  fully 
utilize  US  capabilities- when  an  AH7N  casmander  controls  the  operations. 

b.  The  most  effective  method  of  employing  AJf?U  troops  during  perimeter 
defense  is  to  reinforce  US -recon  platoons  with  ARVN  platoons,  and  have  ARVN  dig 
in  between  the  tracks. 

c. *  IXiring  daylight  dismounted  operations,  ARVN  forces  are  most- effective 
when  employed  as  an  integral  unit.  Lines  of  communication,  caamand  and  control', 
and  the  use  of  AK711  leadership  are  the  key  factors  to  consider.  However,  If  ARVN 
leaders  are  weak,  the  be3t  method  is  to  attach  individual  ARVN  platoons  to  'the 
recon  platoons,  and  accept  the  communications  problems, 

d.  If  ARVN  ambush  or  recon  patrols  are  emplaced  forward  of  US  positions, 
a  US  fire  team  or,  at  the  very  least,  a  radio  liaison  team  should  accompany  each 
ARVN  element.  This  will  permit  more  rapid  acquisition  of  intelligence  information, 
prod.de  better  fire  support  and  reaction,  and  provide  exact  verification  of  position 
and  situation  reports. 

e.  The  more  effective  ARVN  units  can  be  trained  in  practices  which, 
while  foreign  to  them,  will  increase  their  combat  effectiveness  such  practices 
are: 


Digging  in  while  occupying  defensive  positions. 

Observing  noise  and  light  discipline  after  EENT. 

Field  Sanitation  procedures. 

Adequate  local  and  flank  security  practises. 

2.  USE  Cg  CHIBU  KOI: 

a.  The  use  of  the  "Open  Aims"  program  to  obtain  intelligence  of  specific 
areas  and  for  guides  to  areas  can  be  very  effective.  During  DAN  TAM  81  -  rice 
caches  and  VC  base  cards'  were  pointed  out  exactly  by  a  CMEU  HOI. 

bf  If  CHE2U  HOI  are  used  as  guides,  they  should  accompany  the  point 
Element s,  a  practice  which  discourages  the  CIIBU  HOI  from  leading  US  units  into 
VC  ambushes. 
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HEADQUARTERS 

11TH  ARMORED  CAVALRY  REGIMENT 
APO  San  Francisco  96257 

li  (U)  Name  or  Identity  of  Operation; 

Operation  CEDAR' FALLS:'  search  and  destroy  operation. 

2.  (U)  Dates  of  Operation; 

8  January  to  24  January  1967. 

3.  (U)  Location: 


The  IRON  TRIANGLE  vicinity  of  BEN  CAT,  Republic  of  Vietnam. 

4.  (C)  Command  or  Control  Headquarters: 

The  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  was  the  controlling  headquarters  for  the 
11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. 

5.  .(C)  Reporting  Officer: 

Reporting  Officer  for  this  report  is  Colonel  William  W.  Cobb,  Commanding 
Officer*  11th -Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. 

Subordinate  commanders  during  the  operation  were  as  follows: 

2nd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  -  LTC  Kibbey  M.  .Home 

3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  -  LTC  Arthur  F.  Cochran 

37th  Medical  Company  -  CPT  Dennis  J.  Blais 

919th  Armored  Engineer  Company  -  CPT  Donald  J.  Crocker 

409th  Radio  Research  Detachment  -  CPT  Lee  W.  Gentry 

541st  Military  Intelligence  Detachment  -  MAJ  Cornelius  L.  Gray 

17th  Public  Information  Detachment  -  CPT  Owen  W.  Ditchfield 

6.  (C)  Task  Organization: 

With  the  exception  of  attachments  -and  detachments  of  units  on  a  day 
to  day  basis,  the  Task  Organization  was-as  follows: 

Regimental  Control: 

Air  Cavalry  Troop  (-) 

919th  Engineer  Company  (-2nd  and  3rd  Platoons) 

409th  Radio  Research  Detachment  (-) 

541st  Military  Intelligence  Detachment  (-) 

37th  Medical  Company  (-) 

188th  Maintenance  Battalion  (-)  DS 
1  MP  Squad 

TF- 2-11: 

2nd  Squadron  (-  Howitzer  Battery) 

2nd  Platoon  919th  Engineer  Company 
Contact  Team  188th  Maintenance  Battalion  DS 

TF  3-11.: 

3rd  Squadron  (-  Howitzer  Battery) 

3rd  Platoon,  191th  Engineer  Company 
Contact  Team  188th  Maintenance  Battalion' 


GROUP  4 

AUTOMATICALLY  DECLASSIFIED 
AFTER  12  YEARS 
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b.  USAF  Support:  The  fact  that  the  Regiment  was  OPCON  to  the  173rd  Air¬ 
borne  Brigade  for  the  operation  required  close  coordination  between  the  Air  Liaison 
Officers. of  the  two  units.  During  planning  sessions  between  the-ALO's  from  the 
two  units  the  relatively  small  size  of  the  areas  of  operation  of  subordinate  units 
together  with  the  close  proximity  of  the  ground  troops  was  taken  into  consideration. 

It  was  decided. by  the  two  ALO's  that  due  to  these  factors  a  joint  Forward  Air  Con¬ 
troller  schedule,  coordinated  by  the  Tactical  Air  Control  Party  attached  to  the  173rd 
Airborne  Brigade  would  be  the  responsive  system  in. filling  the  FAC  requirements  of  both 
units.  The  soundness  of  this  plan  was  demonstrated  as  the  operation  progressed. 


The  FAC's  were  airborne  over  the  AO's  during  all  daylight  hours  of  the  operation 
and  were  standing  by  on  ground  alert  status  during,  all  night  hours.  Had  'either  unit 
TACP  attempted  individually  to  cover  only  their  individual  units,  this  constant  cover¬ 
age  would  not  have  been  possible,  because  of  the  limited  amouni:  of  aircraft  and  pilots 
available  to  each  TACP. 


Both  the  FAC  and  Tactical  Air  coverage  provided  during -the  operation  were  of 
the  highest  quality  and  contributed  to  the  overall  success  of  the  mission. 

FAC  and  f ighter/bomber  sorties  flown  and/or  directed  by  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Forward  Air  Controller. 


(1)  Total  .0-1  Sorties  -  63 

(a)  Forward  Air  Control'  -  18 

(b)  Visual  Reconnaissance  -  36 


(c)  Escort  (Convoy)  -  9 

(2)  Fighter  Support: 

(a)  Total  strike  aircraft  missions  -  22 

(b)  Total  strike  aircraft- sorties  -  62 

(c)  Innediate  Missions  -  7  (18  sorties) 

(d)  Preplanned  missions  -  1$  (1*2*  sorties) 

(3)  Size  and  Composition  of  forces: 

(a)  Immediate  missions  -  by  flight 

1  2  F-5  (CBN,  napalm,  banbs,  20m) 

2  3  F-5  (20mm) 

3  2  357  (Napalm,  bombs) 

5  3  F-100  (Napalm,  bombs) 

5  3  F-5  (Napalm,  bombs,  20mm) 

Z  2  F-100  (Rockets,  bombs) 

7  3  F-100  (Napalm,  bombs,  20mm) 

(b)  Preplanned  Missions: 

1  3  F-5  (bombs) 

7  3  F-100  (Napalm,  bombs) 

3  3  F-I»C  (Napalm,  bombs) 
t  3  F-100  (Napalm) 

f  3  F-100  (Napalm,  bombs) 

Z  2  F-100  (bombs) 

7  3  F-100  (Napalm,  bombs) 

$  3  F-100  (Napalm,  bombs) 

9  3  F-5  (Napalm,  bombs) 

175  3  F-100  (Napalm,  barbs,  20nm) 

H  3  F-100  (Napalm,  ba'ba) 

15  3  F-100  (Napalm,  bombs) 

15  3  F-100  (Napalm,. bombs) 
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(4)  Employment  and  results:  Of  the  total  of  twenty-two  Tactical 
Air  Support  missipns  listed  above,  six  were  employed  in  a  close  support  role  against 
enemy,  troops  and  the  remaining  against  ground  targets  such  as  fortifications  and 
tunnels,  or  at  positions  where  hard  targets  were  suspected. 

One  close  air  support  mission  controlled  by  a  FAC  from  the  11th'  Armored 
Cavalry  Tactical  Air  Control  Party  and  flown  for  elements  of  the  173rd  Airborne 
Brigade  resulted  in  four  VC  KIA  (BC).  Additional  results  were  thirteen  bunkers 
uncovered  or  destroyed,  239  meters  of  trench  uncovered  or  destroyed,  forty-two  fox¬ 
holes  uncovered  or  destroyed,  and  three  small  structures  destroyed. 

c.  Engineer  Support:  The  919th  Engineer  Company  (Armored)  provided 
direct  engineer,  support -to  the  Regiment  as  follows: 

(1)  Bridging:  After  the  failure  of  a  Class  60  Bailey  Bridge  in  the 
area  of  operations  elements  of  the  company  cleared  the  rubble  of  tha  old  span  and 
prepared  the  site  to  enable  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  to  employ  a  temporary  AVIB 
span. 


(2)  Road  Clearing:  Extensive  mine  clearing. operations  were  conducted 
by  utilizing  mine  detecting  equipment  in  suspected  mine  locations  in  the  Regimental 
AO,  ' 

(3)  Demolition:  Extensive  demolition  operations  were  required  to 
neutralize  enemy  bunkers,  tunnels,  booby  traps  and  mines.  Over  four  kilometers 
of  enemy  tunnel  complexes  were  reconnoitered  and/or  destroyed. 

d.  Army  Aviation  Support. 

(1)  Armed  Helicopter  Support:  Preplanned  and.  Immediate  missions 
were  run  on  a  daily  basis.  Preplanned  missions  included  convoy  escort  and  recon¬ 
naissance  of  suspected  enemy  locations.  Immediate  missions  included  escort  of 
UH-1D  DUST-OFF  aircraft  and  on-call  supporting  fires  provided  to  units  in  contact. 
The  basic  fighting  and  maneuvering  element  was  the  Light  Fire  Team  consisting  of 
(2)  two  UH-1C  armed  helicopters.  Other  missions  flown  in  support  of  the  operation 
included  ambush  reaction  force,  convoy  escort,  reconnaissance  by  fire,  and  river 
patrol  flights.  Timely  support  was  achieved  by  stationing  the  armed  helicopters 
at  the  Regimental  Forward  and/or  Squadron  Command  Posts  as  appropriate. 

(2)  Administrative  Helicopter  Support:  Combat  and  road  reconnaissance, 
logistic  troop  and  cargo  lift,  command  and  control,  and  PSK&AR  missions  were  flown 
during  the  operation.  A  total  of  708  missions  entailing  flying  hours  were 
flown.  Fifty-one  tons  of  cargo  and  1,320  passengers  were  caj-nfed, 

(3)  HIST-OFF  Helicopter  Support:  DUST- OFF 's  were  flown  on  an  "on-calln 
basis  and  the  reaction  time  was  good.  In  many  cases  inflight  aircraft  were  called 
to  perform  the  evacuation,  thus  cutting  reaction  time  to  a  minimum.  Twelve 
individuals  ware  evacuated  by  the  lith  Armored  Cavalry  elements,  fifteen  by  other 
DUST-OFF  aircraft.  Evacuation  was  ,to  the  93rd  Evacuation  Hospital,  and  the  12th 
Evacuation  Hospital.  All  wounded  or  injured  personnel  evacuated  from  the  field 

were  taken  by  DUST-OFF.  * 

(U)  Special  Techniques:  The  "Fire-fly"  or  "Lightning  Bug'i  missions 
proved  to  be  unsuccessful.  The  XENON  searchlight  mounted  on  the  helicopter 
proved  to  be  ineffective  when  the  aircraft  was  at  1,000  feet  or' higher.  Accordingly, 
the  attempt  to  conduct  night  surveillance  of  river  banks  and  riqers  was  not 
considered  successful. 

8.  (C)  Intelligence : 

a.  Anticipated  enemy  situation: 

Ho  VC  Main  Force  units  were-  knoim  to  be  located  in  thb  IRON  TRIANGLE. 
However,  Main  Force  units  had  previously  been  located  in  and  had  operated  throughout 
the  area,  and  it  was  considered  possible  that  contact  with  VC  Main  Force  units 
would  be  made. 

The  IRON  TRIANGLE  area  had  long  been  under  VC  do.ni  nation  and  had  the  local 
population  under  firm  control.  It  was  expected,  therefore,  that  contract  with  local 
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force  units  from  squad  to  company  size  would  be  made.  Enemy  emplacement  of  mines 
and  booby  traps  was  expected  throughout  the  area,  and  enemy  sniper,  harrassing, 
and  mortar  attacks  were  anticipated.  It  was  belleve'd  that  the  VC  would  defend 
valuable  stores  cached .throughout -the  IRON  TRIANGLE  until  the  materiel  could  be 
evacuated  or  concealed.  It  was  anticipated  that  the  VC  would  then  withdraw  to 
prevent  destruction  of  their  units  by  .US  Forces. 

b.  Actual  Enemy  Situation. 

The  intelligence  estimate  proved  to  be  quite  accurate.  No  Main  Force 
VC  units  were  contacted  during  the  operation.  Small  unit  actions  predominated 
during  the  operation.  In  only  one  instance  was  even  a  platoon  engaged.  The  expected 
mines,  booby  traps,  snipers,  and  harassing  mortar  attacks  materialized  as  anticipated. 

"A  total  of  177  separate  facilities  werefound  which  ranged  from  foxholes 
and  trenches  to  bunkers  and  tunnel  complexes,  and  to  rice  caches  of  all -sizes. 

A  comparison  of  each  of  these  locations  with  all  previously  available  intelligence 
Information,  principally  the  VC  installations  list,  shows  that  156  or  88.1%  fell 
within  500  meters  of  a  reported  installation;  The  average  error  for  these  156 
installations  was  135M  (E-W)  by  147M  (N-S)  or  an  average  radial  error  of  slightly 
over  200  meters.  Thus  the  values  of  utilizing  the  VC  Installation  list,  normally 
published  as  a  TAB  to  the  Intelligence  Annex,  (of  an  OPORD)  is  readily  apparent. 

Such  lists  should  be  considered  as  a  starting  point  for  a  search  of  any  area.” 

(11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  Intelligence  Bulletin  #8,.  dated  29  January 
1967)  The  list  of  enemy  installations  is  included  as  TAB  A. 

c.  Sources  of  information: 


The  VC  installation  List  in  the  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  OPORD 
reflected  such  diverse  intelligence  sources  as  ARVN  and  US  divisions,  III  Corps, 
DASC  III  Corps,  LRRP's,  P0W's,  and  FAC's. 

d.  Terrain  Analysis: 

(1)  General:  The  area  of  interest  for  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS,  known 
as  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  lies  east  of  the  SAIGON  river,  south  of  east-west  gridline 
XT  37,  west  of  National  Highway  13,  and  north  of  east-west  gridline  XT  20. 

(2)  Observation  in  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  is  dependent  on  the  type  of 
vegetation  in  the  immediate  area..  Wetlands  and  rice  areas  offer  good  observation 
both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air.  Observation  in  rubber  plantation  areas  is  fair, 
though  dependent  on  the  thickness  of  the  undergrowth  in  the  immediate  area.  All' 
streams  and  rivers  are  lined' with  trees  which  limit  ground  observation.  The  Jungle 
area  in  the  central  portion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  severly  limited  observation. 

(3)  Fields  of  Fire: 

Fields  of  fire  are  good  in  rubber  tree  areas,  wetlands,  and 
rice  paddles.  Fields  of  fire  are  limited  in  the  dense  Jungle  areas. 

(4)  Cover: 

The  major  cover  available  to  the  enemy  is  in  the  form  of  bunkers 

and  tunnels. 

(5)  Concealment: 

All  forested  areas  offer  good  concealment.  Small,  dismounted 
elements  receive  excellent  concealment  in  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  area.  The 
rice  paddies  offer  no  concealment. 

(6)  Obstacles: 

The  SAIGON  River  flows  from  northwest  to  southeast  on  the  western 
boundary  of  the  area  and  varies  in  width  from  100  to  150  meters.  The  THITINH 
River  flows  generally  from  the  north  to  the  south  through  the  area  varying  in  width 
from  twenty  to  fifty  meters.  Both  rivers  have  low  and  gently  sloping  banks. 
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'  The  dense  forest  which  dominates  the  center  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  constitutes  a 
major  obstacle  to  cross  country  movement:  The  narsK  area  adjacent  to  the  OKI  KY 
Stream  (XT  722325-XT  712286- XT  Wi278)  also  severely  restricts  vehicular  movement 
in  the  ana, 


(7)  Hovemsnt  and  Avenues  of  Approach! 

-Movement  is  generally  channelit ed '  to .  roads  and  trails,  in  areas 
of  dense  grow th.  Cross  country  mobility  , is  limited  in  rice  paddies  and. marshlands. 
Existing  trails  and  roads. offer  the  best  avenues: of ’approach. 

(8)  Key  Terrain. Features 

The  area  is  generally  a  level  plain  with. no  prominent  or 
commanding  terrain  features, 

9(C)Mission:  The  mission  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  was  to  attach 
west  frow  BEN  CAT  to  cut  the  IR01!  TRIAM3IE  destroying  a  VC  Base  Cang*  (Objective  1), 
seizing  and. securing  an  artillery  base  (Objective  1A)  and, to  destroy  a  VC  EQs 
(Objective  2).  The  Regiment"  then  was  to  l.i nk-up  with  heliborne  forces  and  to  aoreen 
along  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Area  of- operations  to  prevent  enemy  w.thdrawal 
to' the  east;  5he- Regiment  was  under  the  operational  control  (OPCCN). of  the  1st 
Infantry  Division- who  in  turn  passed  OPCCN  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  for  the 
operation, 

10,  (C )  Concept  of  Operations : 

The  concept  of  the  operation  '.fas  to  break  the  operation  into  two  Phases,. 
Phase  I  was  initiated  and  completed  on  8  January.  During  this  phase  the  Regiment 
(-1st  Sqdn)  conducted7  a'nig!vt;road  march  from  the.  Regimental  Base  Camp  (Regimental 
Headquarters,  3rd  and  Provisional  Squadrons)  and  from  BEAR. CAT  Base  Camp.  (2nd  Squad¬ 
ron)  to  forward  assembly  areas,  XT .851$.  Phase  II  began.on  9  January.  The 
Regiment  attacked  west  from  B3N  CAT  and  seized  Objective  I  and  Objective  1A,  From 
Cbjective  1A,  elements  of  the  Regiment  attacked  northeast  to  establish  a  link-up 
of  heliborne  forces  An  LAUDING- ZONE  5.  Other  Regimental1  olements  attacked  west 
from  Objective  I  to  destroy  a  VC  5£Ss  .(Objective  2).  The. Regiment  then  established 
a  screen  along  LINE  RED  and  secured  engineer  bases: and  mrk  parties,  The  Regimental 
maneuver -elements  then  .prepared  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  crperations  in  their- 
assigned  sectors; 

11,  (C)  Execution: 

8  January: 

At  1200E  the-  Regiment  came  under  the  operational  control  of  the  1st. 
Infantry  Division  who  in  turn  placed  the- Blackhorse  under  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade. 
The  Regimental -Command  Post,  escorted  by  ACAY's  and  the  3rd. Squadron  Howitzer 
Battery,  initiated  (1200H) ’a. road- march  freeuthe  base-camp  to -forward:  assembly 
areas  north  of  PHU  LOI  (XT  857162)  arriving  at  1617H.  The. Regir.iental.  Trains 
(Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop,  919th  Engineer  Company  (-)  and  field  trains) 
with  escorts  -provided  by  Troop  II  departed  the  base  camp  at  1951H  closing  , at  PHU  IDI 
(XT  79a)  at  2322H. 

2nd  Squadron: 

The  2nd  Squsdron  was  located  at  EAR  CAT,  the  location  of  a. recently 
completed  operation  (Operation. CAl-ARY/DUCK),  The. first  element  to  move -was  its 
Howitzer  Battery  escorted  by  an  armored  cavalry  platoon.  Crossing, the  starting 
point  (SP)  at  1330H  it  cleared  its  release  point  (RP)  at  1627K.-  The  remainder  of  the 
squadron  departed  at  1900H- dosing  in  a -forward  assembly  area  at  2222H. 

3rd  Squadron': 

The  3rd  Squadron  (-)  made  a  night  wove  from  the  Regimental  Base  Camp  at 
WHO  GIAO  to  a  for’.mrd  assembly  area  vicinity  XT  7820  closing  at  2315H,  During  the 
move  a  \  ton  truck  from  Company  M  whs  hit  by  a  claymore  mine  resulting  in  one  US 
KIA. and- one  US-WlA.  Shortly  after  the  mining  incident  traffic  oontrol  elements 
from  the  720th  Military  Police  Battalion  received  small  arms,  fire  ..and  grenades 
vicinity  XT  937069  with  negative  results.  At  2159H,  Company  M  also  received  one 
racoillese  rifle  round  (XY  937069)  with  negative  results. 
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’  9  -'January: 

The  Regiment  remained  OPCOi;  to -the  173rd  Airborne  3rigr.de.  .(See  Annex  A  - 
OPERATIC^  OJURL'Y) 

2nd  Squadron:  At  0815K  Troop  -F,,  secured  Position  GREEK  (XT  7232),  Troop 
E  moved  through  Position  GREEK  to  seize  Objective  1A,  at  0900”,  and  Troop  F  then 
established  a- screen  from  XT  6 52317  to  XT  688330,  Coapany  II  relieved  Troop  ?  of 
the -security. of  Position. GREEK  at  ll*00K,  Troop  G  sscured  a  company  from  the  -lst 
Engineer  Battalion,  located  at  XT  7031,  at  1537K.  .in  AC‘.V  from  Troop  G  hii:  a  small 
mine  at  XT  695315  resulting  in  a  broken  track  and  damaged  road  wheel.  Troop  F 
received  an  unknown  number  of  small  arms  rounds  at  XT  733318  with. negative  casuals 
tics  resulting.  Company  H  discovered  and  evacuated  2200  pounds  of  race  free:  XT 
70331(0,  and  Troop  P  found.1500  pounds  of  rice  at  XT. 662307,  which  later  uaa  turned 
over  to  the  Rational  Police. 

3rd  Squadron: 

At  0912H,  Troop  K  seized  Objective  1-at  XT  6730..  At  1000H,  Troop  I. seized 
Objective-' 2  at  XT  6630.  Troop-  L  initiated  search,  and  destroy  operations  at  XT  6828. 
Beginning  at  1600SI,  'Troop-L  end  Company. M  screened  Engineer  Base  2  at  XT-7031, 
while  Troops  I  and  X  moved  to  secure  Engineer  3ase  3  at  XT  6630  and  were  in  position 
at  1715.  During  operations  bn  9  January,  Troop 'X  detonated  a  booby  trap  with  an 
ACAV  at  XT  721317,  and  located  twenty  foxholes  tro  feet  deop  and  five  feet  irf.de  at 
XT  686288.  Troop  L  received  ten  rounds  of  sniper  fire  at  XT  658301*,  and  captured 
2.2  tons  of  rice  at  XT  565302.  Troop  1  observed  and  fired  on  two  armed  VC  at  XT 
681*272  with  negative  results.  At  1610K,  one  trooper  from' Troop  I  was  lounded  by 
sniper  fire,  at  XT  662306. 

-10  January:  The  Regiment  remained  CPCON  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade. 

The  1st  Squadron,-  i*th'  Cavalry'  was  placed  OPCON  to  the  Regiment.  At  2000H,  a  ■/,  ton 
track  fro.-.i  the  Regimental  Scout  Platoon  iras  hit  by  a  claymore  uiine  resulting  in 
extensive  vehicle  damage  and  one  US  'fX1.. 

2nd  Squadron:  On  10  January,  Troop  3  secured  Engineer  TF  3AAV0  operating 
along  "ighway  ll*..  Troop  F  screened  from  XT  631*321  to  XT  733321*.  Company  -H  secured 
an  Engineer  3ase  at  XT-  725318.  Troop  G  escorted  Engineer  TF  ALPHA  to  173rd  Airborne 
Brigade  boundary  at  XT*662375.  At  1115H  Troop  G  found  a  hut  containing  ten  tons  of 
rice  and  three  grenades,  both  of  which  were  booby  trapped.  The  hut  and  grenados 
were  destroyed,  the  rice  was  secured  for  evacuation. 

3rd  Squadron:  Engineer  Bases  at  XT  671302  and  XT  701310  wore  secured  by 
squadron  elements,  as  was  Engineer  TF  BEIffA  operating  between  XT  677306,  and  XT 
671325.  Troops  I,  S,  and  L  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  assigned 
AO.  During  these  operations  Troop  I  found  a  squad- sized  base  camp  at  XT  660310,  in 
which  was  -found  one  1226  US  grenade,  H-l6  ammunition,  and 'an  unidentified  part  of 
a  large  caliber  weapon.  Troop  I  captured  one  VCS  ilio  camp  out  of  a  tunnel  and 
surrendered  at  IT  662305.  Troop  I  received  four  rounds  of  snail  arms  fire  at  XT 
675305,  with- negative  casualties  resulting.  Troop  L  found  and  destroyed  numerous 
punji  8 take 3  in  the  vicinity. of  XT  707315,  and-  a  Company  1!  dozer  tnnk-hit  an  AT 
mine  with  negative  casualties.  A  wheeled  vehicle  frcrn  Troop  L  was  hit  by  a  claymore 
mine  at  2007H  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  782236  resulting  in  one  US  1JIA  and  light 
vehicle  damage.  At  1015K  Company  M  discovered  and  destroyed  an  extensive  tunnel 
system  under  buildings  at  XT  700313,  and  at  1153H  uncovered  a  base  canp.  The 
camp,  located  at  XT  699311*  had  an  extensive  tunnel  and  bunker  eystera  which  was 
reinforced  by  logs.  1  VC  was  caotured  during  a  search  of  the  camp,  asvoro  radio 
equipment,  documents.  Rice,  C  Rations  and  medical  supplies .  Seme  of  the  tunnels 
were  booty  -trapped." 

1st  Squadron,  l*th  Cavalry:  Squadron. elements  established  a  screen  frar. 

XT  68231*3  to  XT  662373,  At  1900H,  a  tank  from  Troop  B  hit  a  mine  in  the  vicinity 
of  XT  66935 9  blowing  off  a  track  and  four  road  wheels  and  wounding  one  individual. 

At  2215H  Troop  H  received  tan  rounds  of  small .arms  fire  with  negative  casualties. 


The  Regiment  remained  under  the.  operational .  control  of  the  173rd  Airborne 
Brigade,  A  and  C:  Batteries,  5th  Battalion,  2nd  Artillery  became.-  CPCON  to  the 
Regiment  at  0700H.  (See  Annex  B  -  FRAG  ORDER  2  OPERATIONS  OVERLAY) 
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2nd- Squadron  t 

Troop  E  secured  Engineer  and  Artillorv.  Base  3  at  XT  72531?  while  Troop  G 
secured  an  Engineer 'Base  at  XT  701311-  Company  E  secured  the  bridgehead  at  Position 
GREEK.  Troop  F- continued,  its  screening  mission  frcti  XT  631*321  to  XT  68231*3.  Itoop 
G  found  a  platoon  sizedbase  camp  at  XT  651*325.  Troop  E;received  two  CKESU  IIOI  at 
XT  671302.  .  An  ACAV  from.  -Troop  F  ran  over  a  105mm- shell  rigged  as,  a  . nine,,  but  deton¬ 
ated  only  the- fuze. 

-3rd  Squadron: 

Company  C,  lith  Battalion,  503rd  infantry,  was  attached  effective  0700II. 

The  sqnadron  attacked,  south  along  Axis  CAT  at  0900H,  from  XT  6730  along  Route  lit 
to  seize  objectives  at  XT  715.238,  XT  72521*3,  XT  71*1*238,  and  XT  71*1*237,  and  to  clear 
Area  X-RAX  (XT  6925)  while  enroute.>  Troop  X.  oonducted  search  and  destroy  operations 
in  -Area  X-RAY.  Troop  I  secured  Objective  1  at  1055H}  Company  M  secured  Objective 
2  at  I306H,  and-  Objective  3  at  151*5Hj  Troop  L  secured  Objective  1*  at  161*0;I,  Troop 
X  found  2  VC  KIA  (BC)’  at  XT  70821*1*  and  detained  .nineteen  Arsons  at  XT  671302. 
Interrogation  revealed  that  they,  had  been  hiding  for  tiro  days;  tin  individuals 
also  had  large  sums  of  money. on  then.  Troop  IC  discovered  an  undetermined  anount  of 
rice  in  a  village  at  XT  668300  which  was  evacuated  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division. 

The  Troop  engaged  1  VC  at  XT  70l*2l*2  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  (BC).  At.  1132K,  the 
troop  received  small  arms  fire  in  the  vicinity  of’ XT  725321*,  and  at  1251H,  an 
ACAV  hit  a  mine  at  XT'708251*.  Ifeither  incident  resulted  in  casualties  .or  vehicular 
damage.  At  1500K,  the  troop  evacuated  -700  pounds  of  rice  from  XT  71*6218.  Troop 
L  detained  one  person  at  XT  695302  at  0l*30H.  At  ll*30H,  thirty  to  fifty  small  arms 
rounds  were  fired  at  the  troop.  A  search  of  the, area  (XT  699260)  from  which  the 
fire  came  disclosed  2  CKICCH.  AT  mines,  5  CHIC  CM- grenades,  2  rounds  RFG-2  ammunition, 
a  siren,  150  rounds  of  Caliber  .30  ammunition  and  llg  tons  of  rice,  all  of  which 
were  evacuated.  At  15!i5H,  the  troop -uncovered  another  twenty-five  tons  of  rice, 
twenty  rolls  of  corrugated  roofing,  and  ten  bicycles  in .the  vicinity  of  XT  6952U7. 

All  material  and  foodstuffs  were  evacuated.  Comp ary,  11  received  light  small  arms. fire 
twice  during  the  day  ldthout  casualties.  At  1030K  the  company  found. and  destroyed 
one  mine  in  the  road- at  XT  695257.  -At  11)*5U,  one  of  its  tanks  hit  a  mine  at  XT 
69.8250  with  negative  casualties  or  damage.  At  lli*7H,  the  company  received  three 
mortar  rounds  viiiich  fell  short  at  XT  697256.  Another  tank  hit  an  AT  mine  at  XT 
693257,  disabling  the  tank  without  causing  any  casualties.  A  105™  artillery  shell 
rigged  as  a  command  detonated  wins  was  discovered  emplaced  at  XT  71*7226.  Five 
minutes  later  a  WP  round  also  rigged  as  a  mine  was  found  at  XT  71*8227.  Both  rounds 
’.rare  blo'.-n. in,  place.  As -the  mines  ’..'ere- being  blown,  elements  of  the  company  observed 
men  dressed  in  black  pajamas  who  appeared  to  be  mining  the  road  at  XX  767213.  The 
men  scattered  as  a  tank  ’.rent  to'investigate.  At  1930K,  seven  VC  were  spotted 
and  taken  under  fire  resulting  in  one  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  one  US  ML  carbine  captured. 

1st.  Squadron:  l*th  Cavalry: 

Elements  of  the  squadron  blocked  from' XT  .663373  to  XT  68231*3.  At  1808H, 
an  TTL13  from  Troop  A  hit  a  pre'  sure  min8  at  XT  68531*1*.  with  no  casualties  or  -damage 
resulting  from  the  incident.  The  Troop  located  and  burned  5000  pounds  of  rice  at 
XT  662370. 


12  January: 

The  Regiment  continued  to  remain  OFCOI!  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade.  2nd 
Squadron  be  eerie  OPCON'to  3rd  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division  at  0700H,  as  did  the 
1st  Squadron,  l*th  Cavalry,  and  A  and  C  Batteries,  5th  Battalion,  2nd  Artillery  (AM). 
At  1720IJ,  two  Regimental  Light  Fire  Teams  located,  one  VC  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  (BC), 

3rd,  Squadron;. 

Conducted  search  and: destroy -operations  in  areas -<0,  P,  and  Q.  Company  D, 
l*th  Battalion,  503rd  Infantry  remained  attached.  At  0620H,  Troop  X ,  sp otto d .  movement 
in  front  of  their  perimeter,  and  fired  into  the  area  resulting  in  the  capture  of 
one  wounded  7C  at  XT  722236.  Troop  I  discovered  and  destroyed  two  100  pound  HP 
bombs  at  XT  729230.  Forty-five  minutes  later,  .at  1000H,  the  troop  found  a  bunker 
and  tunnel  (XT  728228).  with  a  booby-trapped  grenade  and-parts  of  an  unknown  type 
of  fixed  wing,  aircraft.  The  troop  also  uncovered’ and  ovacuated  a  .cache  of  5.5  .tons 
of  rice  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  722222..  An  hour  earlier,  at  1100K,  six  tons  of’ 
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rice  and  a  sampan  \rss  found  at  X?  721*220.  The  sasgjan  was  -destroyed  and  the  rice 
evacuated.  The  troop  discovered  1200  pounds  of  rice  at  XT  733237.  The  rice,  found 
at  152511,  was' evacuated.  At  1535H,  the  troop  found  an  abandoned  hut  idth  four 
booty-trapped  grenades  and  a  dugout  with  a  tunnel  that  appeared-to  be  a  small 
iDrkshop  for  maiding"  mines,  as  tools  were  found  in  the  tunnel.  The  complex  and 
materiel  rare  destroyed  at  XT  733227.  Troop  K  found  three  tons  of  rice  at  XT 
735219  which  was  evacuated.  At  1010H,  the  troop  located  a  five 'by- six  foot  cave, 
at  XT  722233,  containing  ten  pounds  of  clothing.  Ten  minutes  later  a  large  tunnel 
was  found  at  XT  731*220.  The  tunnel  was  searched  with  negative  results.  At 
1039”,  a  hut  containing  300  pounds  of  rice  was  discovered  and  destroyed.  Just 
nine  minutes  later  two  huts  rare. found  at  XT  71*8231*  which  contained  twenty  tons  of 
rice,  all  of  which  was  evacuated.  At  noon  the  troop  had  tow  -CIV 1  s  hit  by  command 
detonated  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  736218  damaging  road  wheels  on  both  vehicles, 
resulting  in  vegative  casualties.  Tiro  hours  later  the  troop  received1  fire  from  a 
comand  detonated  iclne  which  resulted  in  one  individual-  VIA,  and  slight  druiage  to 
the  ACAV.  At  1635H,  the  troop  engaged -in  a  fire  fight -with  a  VC  unit  of  unknown 
size.-  A  heavy  volume  of  automatic  a.'.d  small  anas  fire- was  received  as  rail  as 
three  rounds  of  recoilless  rifle  fire.  One  ACAV  was  damaged  in  the  fight,  but 
there  were  no  friendly  casualties.  Troop  L  spotted  five  VC  -’in  the1  vicinity  of-  XT 
71*6231*  at  1120H.  A  patrol  chasing  the  VC  Was  hit  by  tiro  claymore  mines  resulting 
in  four  US  XXA  and  three  IB. ’.111.  Corpany  I*  found  a  105mm  round  wired- for  com, land 
detonation  at  XT  7l>823l(  and  destroyed  it  in  place.  At  1130”,  the  com  any  found 
a  bunker  at  XT  71*5230  containing  one  155am  round  rigged  as  a  cccnaid  detonated 
mine.  The  bunker -  and  mine  were  blown  in  place.  Vive  minutes  later  an  AT  mine 
surrounded  by  five  A?  mines  was  found  and  destroyed  at  XT  71*8233.  At  1130H,  the 
company" had  received  four-rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  at  XT  71*7232,  resulting  in 
one  US  WIA.  Fifteen  minutes  later  the  company  found-  an  AT  mine  at-XT  71*7232  and 
bleu’it  in  plane.  At  13101;,  the  company  found  three  CITECCJl  grenades  at  XT 
71*5233  and  destroyed -them  in  place.  A  well  constructed  tunnel  in  the  vicinity, of 
XT  71*7232  was  found  at  1>i30K,  and  was  penetrated  to  a -depth  of  250  rieters.  Documents 
and  a- diagram  were  found  in  the  tunnel.  ‘  The  underground  complex  was  marked  for 
future  operations.  At  16251!,  the  00 many  found  a  tunnel,  freshly  'occupied,  contain¬ 
ing  five  pounds  of  documents,  overlays,  technical  manuals,  2  CiXCC.  grenades  and 
120  rounds  of  7;62.rm  rounds.  The  tunnel  (at  XT  71*1*21*1*)  was  destroyed.  At  20l*0H, 
the  company  observed  2  VC  attempting  to  turn-a  claymore  mine  toward  friendly  position*. 
The  claymore  was  detonated,  resulting  in  one  VC  HA  (DC). 

13  January: 

2nd1  Squadron  reverted  to  Regimental  control  at  1657H.  The  Regiment 
remained  OPCOsi  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade. 

2nd  Squadron: 

Troon  G  discovered  and  exploded  in  place  a  l53rom  round  equipped  for 
canmard  detonation  at  XT  688336.  At  ll*05K,  a  small  base  canp  with  tic  huts  wa3  found 
in  the  vicinity  of  XT  691311*.  A  60nm  mortar  round  found -in  the  caap  -.ia3  bloim  in 
place.  A.  second  base  cai.-p  was  discovered  at  XT'6933, 

3rd  Squadron: 

Conducted  search  and  destroy  operations.  Company  D,  l*th’  Battalion,  503rd 
Infantry,  remained  attached.  Troop  I  found  fifteen  100  pound  bags  of  rice  in  the 
vicinity  of  .XT  732227.  At  1230II, -atunnel  containing' two- booby-trapped  grenades 
which  were  destroyed,  was  located  at  XT  71721*3.  A. hidden  complex  of  huts  was 
located  at  l23l*K»  at  XT-  7l82l;2,  which  contained  one  pound  of  documents.  The' huts 
were  destroyed  and  the  documents  evacuated.  At  ll*0OH,  fifteen- CBU  bomblets.  rigged 
as  booby  traps  were  found  in  and  around  trails  at  XT  733225.  One  US  was  WIA,  and 
the  booby  trap3  were  destroyed.  At  135511)  thirty  to  forty  rounds  of  small  arms  fire 
was  received  by  the  troop  with  no  casualties  resulting.  The  fire  was  returned 
at  XT  733221*,  *Ath  unknown  results.  At  1356H,  a  100  pound  “bomb  rigged  as  a  pressure 
mine  was  found ’surrounded  by  punji  stakes  at  XT  7192lt5»  The  bomb  ras  destroyed- and 
the  punji-  stakes  rare  buried,  A  trenoh  three  to  four  feet  deep  was  found  running 
northeast  for  an  undetermined  distance  beginning  at  XT  71321*7.  Troop  i!  found  a 
tunnel  cra.nlex  at  XT  71*3219  at  1000II,  The  tunnel  had  thr**  branches1  and  was 
destroyed.  More  'tunnels  rare  found  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  71*6221*  containing 
documents  and  clothing.  The  tunnels,  discovered  at  llljOK,  rare  destroyed,  and  the 
documents  evacuated,  A  tunnel  and- cave  ooraplex  with  compartments  was  discovered 
at  XT  731*232,  and  destroyed  at  1215U,  Forty  booby-trapped  grenades  were  found  at 


c:0  M  7V  /?L 


73  72021*0,  and  destroyed  at  1231E.  A  small  base  camp  *t  XT  731*226,  -.ras  found  con¬ 
taining  three  s.Jall  tunnels  and  one  .'2?  nine.  The  camp  was  destroyed  at.l350H. 

Tiarrfcy  minutes  later  a  sampan  was  shotted  and*  destroyed  at  2T  71*5223.  Five  pressure 
fuses  found  at  XT  733223,  were  destroyed  at  11(303.  At  lW*QH,„an  A CAV  hit  two  AT 
yines  at  X?  703252,  causing  slight  damage.  At  1500K,  another  ACAV  was  slightly 
damaged  'ey  an  AT  mine.  Heither  incident  produced  any  casualties.  At  1520 X,  a  250 
pound  bomb  mas  found  at  XT  7 1*2  216,  and  destroyed  in  place.  Thirty-two  bags  of  rice, 
each  weighing  100  pounds,  mere  found  at  XT  71*6218.  Abootry  trap  under  a  bed  was  found 
in  a  hut 'at  XT  71*6218,  and  destroyed.  Troop  I  tripped  a  booby-trapped  grenade 
banging' in  a  tree  resulting  in  -three  OS  VIA.  At_1209H,  an  ACAV  trade  i:as  blown  off 
by  a  rdne  at  XT  72021*0,-  however,  there  were  no'  casualties.  A  250  pound  bcub  wired 
for  detonation  was  found  at  XT  72021*0  and  destroyed- at  1220H.  A  Company  21  tank 
struckaunine  at  IT  71622*5  resulting- in  the  trAck  being  bloiin.off.  The  incident 
occurred  at  0715H.  At  1020H,  a  tunnel  coawlex  with  six  entrances  was  found. at 
XT  71*5231*.  Only  the  northern  portion  of  the  tunnel  had  been  sealed  by  the  VC.  The 
search  continued  to -the. next  day.  Howitzer  Battery  killed  one  armed  VC  PGJ  attempt¬ 
ing  to  escape,  at  1625H  in  the  .vicinity  of  XT  752328  with  the  52*lst  liilitaiy 
Intelligence  Detachment  assisting.  C  cm  any  D,  !*th  Battalion,  503rd  Infantry,  found 
a  booby  trap  igniter  at  XT  71*7218  and  destroyed  it  at  122021.  At  151*012,  it.  destroyed 
a  sampan  at  XT  730211*  and  two  tons,  of  rice- found  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  738211*. 

11*  January* 

Tho  Regiment  remained  CPC012  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade.  (See  Annex 
C  -  FRAGCCID  ^  0K2RATECNS  OVSRIdT) 

2nd  Squadron: 

Blei-ients  of  the  squadron  continued  to  provide  security.for  engineer  work 
parties  at  XT  725318,  XT  7013U,  and  XT  671302.  Troops  S  and  7,  and  Company  E 
conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  northeast  of  Route  11*  from  XT  7325-  to  XT 
7523.  An  ACAV  free*  Troop  2 -received  moderate  damage  from  an  AT  mine  at  XT  71121*8 
detonated  at  O03OII,  restilting  in  2  .tlS.VJIA  in  the  incident,  lone  steeping  in  the 
area  rosulted'in  the  discovery  of  a  forty  pound  CHICG:  mine.-  At  1030H,  the  troop 
located  two  iiccuemade  ..tines  at  XT  71321*7,  and  destroyed  them  in  place.  The  troop 
received  ten  rounds  of  automatic  weapons  -fire  at  liil5K  with  no  casualties  resulting. 

A  CBU  bamblet  located  by  the'  troop,  was  destroyed  in  place  at  1650K.:  An  ACAV  of 
Troop  E  detonated  an  A?  mine. in  the  vicinity  of  IT  69325?  at  101*511  with  no  casualties 
or  damage  experienced.  A  tank  from  Company  H,  received  moderate  damage  at  0830H 
in  the  area  of  XT  71121*8,  from  a  pressure  type  AT  mine, 

3rd  Squadron: 

iCo..nany  .D,  l*th  Battalion,  503rd  Infantry.  remained- attached  to  the  squadron 
as  elements  of  the -squadron  conducted  search  and’destroy  operations  in  the  area  from 
XT  721*1  to.  XT .7121*.  Troop, I  .engaged  a  VC  squad  at  XT  72821?  at  1310II  with  no 
casualtiesi  on, either  side.  Troop-K  found  one  CUCCSi  carbine  in  a  tunnel  at  XT 
739216.  Search  operations. for  U*  January  resulted  in  the  capture  of  eleven  pounds 
of  documents,  one  pound  of  medical  supplies,  and  thirty-three  tons  of  rice. 

Destroyed  were  eleven  tunnels,  one  base  can?),  six  structures,  tirenty-six  pounds 
of  small  arias  ammunition,  four  60»m  mortar  rounds,  two  105ram  artillery  rounds,  one 
l55mm  artillery  round,  twenty-three  CBU-bomblets,  tiro  100  pound  bcaibs,  one  250 
pound  bomb,  three  mines,  three  grenades  and  1.85  tons  of  rice., 

15  January: 

The  Regiment  remained  OPCOil  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade, 

2nd  Squadron: 

Squadron  elements  continued  search  and  destroy  operations. in  their  assigned 
sector.  Troop  G  continued  security  operations  for  engineer  u>rk  parties  at  XT 
725318,  XT  7013U,  and  XT  671302.  At  0806H,  Troop  2  sustained  one  US  '.Jit  from  a 
command  detonated  olaymore  mine  and  small  eM3  fixe  in  tlie  vicinity,  of  XT  731251*. 

The  firs  was  returned  pith  unknown, results.  Thirty  minutes  later  a  tank  attached 
to  the  troop  fra*  Coi-pany  H,  detonated  two  claymore  mines  at  the  same  location. 

There  wart-  no  casualties  and  no  damage  sustained  from  -the  action.  At  111522,  the 
troop  sustained  one.  US  2/IA,  after  receiving  ten  rounds  of  small  arms  fire  from 
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XT  73o2 1*9.  At  1310'i;  a  boobytrap  detonatedat  X?  73621*8  causing  six-US  WIA  from 
the  troop.  Search  operations  resulted  in  the  squadron -capturing  and  evacuating 
thirty-two  tons  of  rice  and  tin  half  pound  sets  of  documents.  Thirteen  grenades, 
two  huts,  two  claymore  mines,  one  155mm. round,  one  CBU  bcmblet,  and  fifteen  8lmra 
mortar  rounds-  ire  re  also  destroyed. 

3rd  Squadron: 

Company  D,  l*th  Battalion;  50 3rd  Infantiy  remained  CPC  01!  to  the  squadron. 
Elements  of  the  squadron  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  in  their,  assigned 
sector;  Troop  L  sustained  2  IB  VIA  from  the  explosion  of  a  booby- trapped  grenade 
at  XT  71621:5  at  102 OK.  Five  minutes  later  one  grenade  and  automatic  weapons  fire 
were  received;  fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results,-  and  there  were  no  -  casualties 
to  the  troop.  An  ACAV  hit  a  mine  at  161*0",  in  the  same  location  sustaining  light 
damage1  to  the,  vehicle.  At  llOljH,  Company  D  engaged  a  VC  force  of  unknown  size 
and  killed  one  VC  (BO).  During  a  DBST-OFF,  in/ support  of  CompanyD,  tin  OS  rere 
WIA  and  one  KIA  from  sniper  fire.  Tub  ACAVs  frcs.i  Company  li  were  destroyed-by  two 
large  command  detonated  mines  at  Xf  733219.  Seven  US  1 -ere. WIA,  and  one  KX.':.. 
Squadron  operations • for  15  January  nettsd  the  capture  of  5.5  pounds  of  documents, 
one-half  pound  of  medical  supplies,  two  CHTCCM  carbines,  tiro- OS  carbines,  one  US 
snhaachinegun,  and  27.8  tons  "of  rice.  In  addition  tin  tunnels,  one  base  canp, 
seven  structures,  five  CBU  bomblets,  six  mines,  and  seven  tons  of  rice  were' 
destroyed. 


16  January: 

The  Pegiment  remained  OPCOH  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade 

2nd  Squadron: 

Squadron  elements  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  sector. 

Troop  G  continued  to  secure  engineer  work  parties  at  XT  725318,  XT  701311,  and  XT 
671302.  Troop  ?  enco  altered  light  small  arms  fire  at  XT  72621*6.  Fire  was  .returned 
with  unknown  results.  At  1325H,  a  Company  K  tank  detonated  an  unknown  type  of 
booby  trap  killing  one  individual- from  the  cap  any.  At  0800K,  two  CHIEU'HOI 
surrendered 'to  a  patrol  from  the  company  at  XT'7l62l*5.  At .  1659K,  Troop  3  found 
one  CIHCCK  type  56  carbine  and  one  US  caliber  .30  rifle.  Operations  for  16  January 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  21.1*  tons  of  rice,  one  CKICCEi  carbine,  and  one  US  rifle 
evacuated,  and  the  destruction  of  three  105ram  artillery  rounds,  one  8lr.su  mortar 
round,  one  60t.nn  mortar  round  and  1.5  tons  of  polished'  rice. 

3rd  Squadron: 

The -squadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  .operations  in  sector.  Company 
D,  l*th  Battalion,  563rd  Infantry  was  detached  at  0732K.  Troop  iC  found  one  Itussian 
Ilosisn  rifle  in  a  tunnel  at  XT  739216.-  At  li*30H,  elements  of  the  troop  observed 
one  VC. entering  a  tunnel  at  XT  731*222;  the  VC  -was  pursued  resulting  in  one  VC 
killed  and  the  capture 'of' one  J&  Carbine.  An  hour  and  a  half  later  the  troop 
killed  two  VC(3C).and  captured  one. caliber  .1*5  pistol  and  one  type  1*3  CISCO;  eub- 
machineguh  at.  XT  712238.  moments  of'  Company  M  searching  a  tunneT  received  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  fire  resulting  ’in  one  US  KIA  and  one  US  WIA,  at  XT  71*1221.  Operations 
for  tlie  day  terminated  with  the  squadron  capturing  (in  addition  to  the  items  noted 
above)  16.5  pounds  of  documents,  ten  pounds  of  clothing,  one  rifle,  one  carbine,  one 
grenade,  and  100  rounds  of  CICCCCi!  small  arms  ammunition.  Three  mines,  and  three 
grenades  were  also  destroyed. 

17  January; 

The  Kegirent  remained  OPCOH  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade. 

2nd  Squadron: 

Elements  of  the  squadron  conducted  search  and'  destroy  operations  in  an 
area  immediately  to  the  northeast  of  Highway  ll*.  Troop  G  provided  security  for 
two  engineer  work  parties  (XT  725318  and 'XT  7013U).  A  t'ank/ACAV  team  from  Troop 
3,  while  searching  an  area  frora-which-  a  Blackhorse  UH-1D  received  fire,  uncovered 
several  bunkers.  During  search -and  destroy  operations  both  Troop  E  and  F  discovered 
large  cache's  of  rice  and  numerous  bunkers  and  tunnel  complexes;  one  of  ;hich  was  a 
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hoSDital  comolex  at  XI  73l£U7,  containing  a  ness  area,  trenches,  and  foxholes.  A 
tunnel  with  a  stone  plug  was  found  at  XT  731^55.  At  XT  731:255.  At  XT;736250  a 
tunnel  vas  discovered  and  searched  for  approximately  1:00  meters.  A  total  of  1:6, tons 
of  rice  vas  'also  evacuated  and  five  huts,  five  CHIC CM  grenades,  and  twenty-seven  tons 
of  rice  ware  destroyed. 

3rd  Squadron: 

The  squadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  its  assigned 
xector.  Trccp  I  discovered  one  US' type  HI  carbine  and -found  a  tunnel  complex  at 
XT  733223.  Hie  troop  also  found  and  destroyed  a  $00  pound  bomb  in  the  same  ..area. 

A  company  H  tank  hit  a  pressure  type  mine  at  XT  739216  resulting  in  only  light 
vehicle  damage .  At,  090015,  and  again  at  1115H,  Company  M  killed  a  VC  (BC).-by  a  booby 
trap.  In  addition  to  the  two  VC  KIA  (BC),  one  DS  type  10.  carbine  was  captured.. Be¬ 
sides  the  above  mentioned  items,  twenty-one  pounds  of  documents,  one  camera,,  and  one 
bundle  of  clothing- were  captured  and  evacuated. 


The  Regiment  remained  under  operational  control  of  the  173rd  Airborne 

Brigade, 

2nd  Squadron 

The  squadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  its  assigned 
sector  adjacent  to  Highway  lit.  Troop  E  discovered  a  tunnel  at  XX;  72625U,  and  found 
and  recovered  eight  tons  of  rice  from  a  bunker  at  XT  73221:5.  Troop  3?  discovered 
and,  evacuated  six  rolls  of  bcrbed  wire  from  XT  730214:.  The  troop  also  found  a 
battalion  size  complex  of  bunkers  and  tunnels  at  XT7lil239  containing  a  Soviet  flag 
and  ten  sounds  of  documents.  A  canary  sized  base  camp  at  XT  7U62hl  was  located 
dontaining  ten  tons  of  rice  which  was  evacuated. 

3rd  Squadron: 

The  squadron  conducted  search. and  destroy  operations  in  its  assigned  sector. 
Troop  I. found  a  macMnagun  mount  for  an  aiti- aircraft  machine  gun  which  was  construct-- 
ed  of  US,,  non-US  and  VC  fabricated  parts.  A  tunnel  containing  six  VC  was  found  and 
the  tunnel  was  destroyed  by  acetylene  gas,  resulting  in  six  VC  KIA  (PCSS),  at  XT 
733221*.  A  large  tunnel  complex  consisting  of  numbrous  long  branches  was  found  at 
XT  732222.  Troop  K  found  two  tunnels  and  five  .bunkers  at  XT  738218.  Bine  ton3  of 
rice  was  evacuated  from  the  bunkers.  100  feet  of  tunnel  was  demolished  at  XT  71:2215. 

A  patrol  from  the  troop  killed  one  VC  (BC)  at  XT  723232  at  1900II.  An.ACAV  in 
Company  li  detonated  a, small. nine  at  XT  735221:  with  no  casualties  or  damage  resulting. 

A  base  canp  containing  fourteen  tons  of  rice  was  found  at  XT  71:3322.  A  tunnel 
entrance  at  XT  71:3221:  was  booby-trapped.  Operations  for  the  day  resulted  in  four  US 
grenades,  and  ono  AT  mine  captured  in  addition,  three  tunnels  and  three  grenades 
were  destroyed. 


The  Regiment  .continued  operations .under  control  of  the  17&d  Airborne 
Brigade,  , 


2nd  Squadron: 

Squadro.i  elements  continued  to  search  and  clear  operations  northeast  of 
Highway  lit.  Com  any  H  was  relieved  of-  the  security  of  engineer  work  parties  at  two 
locations  by  element'  of  the  1st  Squadron,  bth  Cavalry.  Troop  E  discovered  fifteen 
tons  of  booby-trapped  rice  at  XT  735236.  After  disarming  the  booby  trap,  the  rice 
ms  evacuated.  In  the  same  area  the  troop  discovered  and  destroyed  one  ton  of 
spoiled  rice.  An  additional  twenty-five  tons  of  rice  was  .evacuated  at  XT  71:5233. 

A  twenty  p'ound  claymore  was  located  and  destroyed  at  XT  735231:..  Troop  F  destroyed 
forty  pounds  of  rice  found  in  a  bunker  that  had  been  searched  the  day  before.  A 
booby  trap  emplaced  the  day  before  bad  been  tripped,  but  there  was  no  sign  of  b&ood  in 
the  area.  The  troop  discovered  and  evacuated  20  tons  of  rice  from  XT  71:2237. 

3rd  Squadron:. 

The  squadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  its  assigned 
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sector.  Cocnany  K  became  OPCON  -bo  the  Uth-Battalionj  503rd  Infantry  at  0700II,  with 
one  platoon  rebutting  to  squadron  Control  at  180CK*  Though  the  squadron  experienced 
only  slight  VC  Contact  during  the  clay,  five  tohi  of  rice  '>ere  oaotured  and  five 
bunAets,  t*?o  tunnels*  fifty  pouiids  of  dinmoHAum'  rdtratdj  one  57rtm  tecoillias  rifle 
round,  and  one  CBU  bomblet  were  destroyed. 

3rd  Squadron: 

The  sqiadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  its  assigned  sector 
and  in  additional  dispatched  sniper  patrols  into  selected  areas.  Troop  E  remained-  ' 
OPCON  t'o-the‘-’-173rd  Airborne  Brigade.  Troop  I  discovered  one  CEICCM  type  53  carbine, 
a  British  Enfield  rifle,  and  four  pounds  of  documents  at  IT  728227.  The  tunnel  was' 
destroyed,  and  when' the  destruction  charge  was  triggered  two  secondary  explosions 
occurred  with  gray  and  white  smoke  a? taring.  Troop  1  destroyed  a  tunnel  in  which  a 
CHICOH  type  53  carbine  hadbeen  found' at”  IT  717233#  Four  tons  of  rice  were  destroyed 
at  IT  71*5221*  by  the  troop.  Conn  any  M  found  a  bunker  with  seventeen  pouhda  of 
composition  C— U  utilising  part  of  the  explosive  to  destroy  the  bunker.  The  company 
destroyed  two -concrete  and  steal  reinforced  bunkers  at  IT  737221. 

21  January: 

The  Regiment  remained  OPCON  to  tile  173rd  Airborne  Brigade. 

2nd  Squadron: 

The  a quadron  c 0 nducted  search  and  destroy-  operations  in  its  assigned 
sector  while  Company  K- (-)  remained  OPCON  to  the  l*th  Battalion,  503rd. Infantry. 

Though  there  was  no  significant  contact  with  the  enemy,  Troop -2  found  two  fresh  graves- 
containing  two -VC  at  XT  71*8238,  and  destroyed  one  small  base  camp  and  one  tunnel-. 

3rd  Squadron: 

The  squadron  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  in  its  assigned  sector. 
Troop  K  remained  OPCON  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade,  One  eighteen  foot  uaa  destroy¬ 
ed.  by  Troop  I;  .as  were  two  OS  2^75"  aerial  rockets,  two  hits,  and  one  tunnel.  Troop 
L  he tted  -four  CHIEU  KOI  <s  during  the  day.  A  patrol  killed  one  VC  (BC)  at  IT  71*0215. 
Company  M  destroyed- a  squad  size  base-camp  and  discovered  and- evacuated  fourteen 
tons  of  rice  from  IT  738223. 

?2  January: 

The  Regiment  remained  OPCON  to  the  1.7 3rd-  Airborne  Brigade.  (See  Annex  D 
FRAG  ORD 112  OPERATIONS  OTERLAY).  At  0709H,  the  2nd  Battalion,  503rd  Infantry,  has 
attached  to  the  Regiment. 

2nd -Squadron: 

The  squadron,  less  detached  units,  conducted  dearch  and  destroy  operations 
in  its  assigned  sector.  Company  II  (-),  remained  OPCON  to  the  173rd:Airborne  Brigade, 
and  Troop  S  became  OPCON  to  the  2nd  Battalion,  503rd  Infantry.  There  was  no  signif¬ 
icant  contact  with  the  energy  during  the  dayfs  operations.  However,  one  French  8mn 
10.916  rifle,  one  type  98  7j92nm  rifle  and  one  US  ml  were  captured  as  was  a  VC  con- 
tsructed  caliber  .30  rifle,  2  huts,  2  grenades,  1*  tunnels  and  one  half  ton  of 
rice  were  destroyed. 

3rd  Squadron: 

The  squadron  conducted  search  and- destroy  operations  iii- -its  assigned 
aector  of  operations.  Troop  K. remained  OPCON  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade.  Company 
A,  2nd  Battalion,  503rd  Infantry  was  attached  effective  "0800H,  for  operations. 

Although  eneny  contact  was.  negligible,  operations  netted  3000' $NVN  Piasters,  fen 
tons  of  rice,  fifty- rounds  of  7.62mm  ammunition  and  one  type  53  CHICO!  carbine. 

2nd  Battalion,  503rd  Infantry:, 

Battalion  elements  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  rice  paddies 
lthin  their  assigned  sector.  No  significant  enemy  contact  was .reported.  However, 
Company  B,  did  find  one  VC  XIA  (BC)  in  the  THI  TINH  River  at  XT'-76l|2l5,  and 
received  one  CHIEU  HOI fat  XT  735256. 
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Operations  for  the  day  resulted  in  the  capture  of  1,5  tons  of  rice,  one  pound 
of  documents,  one  bicycle,  and  forty-six  rounds  of  small  area  'ammunition.  500 
pounds  of  rice,  one  grenade,  four  sampans,  ten  huts,  and  one  small  base  eanp  ware 
destroyed, 

23  January; 

The  Regiment  reusined  OPCOK  to  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade.  The; 2nd 
Battalion,  503rd  Infantry  remained  OPCOH  to  the  Regiment. 

2nd  Squadron: 

The  squadron  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  its  assigned  sector,. 

Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  5P3rd. Infantry  remained  OPCOH  to  the  squadron  vhile  Troop 
K  remained  OPCOF  to  the  17 3rd  Airborne  Brigade.  Troop  I  found  2  dead  VC  (BC)  who 
appeared  to  have  been  dead  two  to  four  days.  A  sniper  patrol  from  Troop  L  accounted 
for  one  VC  KIA  (3C)  at  XT  722232.  The  operations  during  the  day.  resulted  in  the 
destruction  of  one  200  pound  bomb,  three  tunnels,  three  hilts  and  one  ton  of  rice. 

2nd  Battalion,  503rd  Infantry: 

Battalion  elements  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  rice  paddiee 
in  its  sector.'  Operations  for  the  day  accounted  for  900  pounds  of  rico,  five  huts, 
three  sarnans,  five  bunkers,  and  one  hand  grenade  destroyed. 

2li  January: 

Operation  CESDAR  FALLS  was  terminated  and  the  Regiment -was  released  from 
the  operational  control  of.  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  at  1710H.  The  2nd  Battalion, 

503rd  Infantry  remained  OPCON  to  the  Regiment -and  was  integrated  into  the  tactical 
road,  march  of  the  2nd  Squadron.  The'battalion  was  released  to  its  parent,  unit 
upon  arrival  at  BEN  FGA. 

2nd  Squadron: 

The  squadron  conducted  a  tactical  road  march  from  BSII  CAT  (XT.  7533)  to 
the  Regimental  3ase  Cam  closing  with  the  ’main  body  at  1710H.  Trail  elements 
closed  at  2310H  without  incident. 

3rd  Squadron: 

The  squadron  conducted  a  tactical  road  march  from  B3N  CAT  (XT  7533)’ 
to  the  Regimental  Base  Camp.  The  main  body  closed,  at  lli55l!,  and  the  trail  party 
closed  at  22U0H.  There  were  no  incidents  during  the  march. 

12.  (C)  Results: 

a.  Personnel: 

26  VC  KIA  (BC)  and>13  VC  KIA  (POSS),  Seventy-four  individuals  were 
detained,  and  eight  VC  were  caotured.  Twelve  VC  turned  themselves  in  e s  CII  130  H0I*s, 

b.  Fortifications  and  3uildings: 

Sixty  tunnels  or  tunnel  complexes  were  found  end  all  were  partially  or 
co>.ipletely  destroyed.  Six  base  camps,  fifteen  bunkers  and  forty-3even  huts  were 
also  destroyed. 


c;  Uatericl: 

Twenty-nine  small  arms  were  captured,  along  with  1100  rounds  of 
ammunition.  17U  >ninep  were  captured  or  destroyed  as  were  108  artillery  or 
mortar  shells.  Thirteen  oounds  of  medicine,  six  rolls  of  barbed  wire,  150  burla.p 
bags,  one  machine-gun  tripod  and  seventeen  pounds  of  C-it  exolosive  were 
captured. 
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d,  Miscellaneous  .Items  and  Foodstuffs: 


/3S 


1*7 9.5  tons  of’ rice  was  captured  of  which  only  79.5  tone  had  to  be 
destroyed.  Bie  remaining  1*00  tons  vera  returned  to  the  QVN,  toe  cataera,  fourteen 
bicycles,  one  300  gallon  fuel  tank,  HVN  $3000,  twenty  rolls  of  corrugated  roofing 
and  one  siren  as  well  as  one  gross  of  eight' inch  bolts  were  captured.  Twenty 
s ej spans  were  destroyed. 

e.  Friendly  Losses: 

Friendly  losses  included  eight  US  HA,  fifty- we  US  lightly  WIA, 
sixaeriouslyVlA.  Materiel  losses  were  eight  ACAV's,  four  tanks  and  four  wheeled 
vehicles  damaged.  Two  ACAV's  and  one  tank  were  destroyed, 

13 ..  (U),  Adiiinistratlve  Hatters: 


Administrative  plans  for  the  ooeratiwpi-oved  to  be  adequate,  and  logistic¬ 
al  support  kept  pace  ’./ith  combat  requirements  throughout  the  operation.  Classes 
X,  HI,  and  IIIA  were  supplied  from  a  1st  Logistical  Conmnd  Forward  Support  Area 
(FSA)  at  POT  ,L0I.  Class  V  and  VA  and  some  Class  IIIA  were  supplied  from  a  1st 
Logistical  Command  FSA  located  at  LAI  KKE.  Maintenance  Support  was  provided  by 
the  168th  Maintenance  Battalion.  Regimental  and  Squadron  Trains  operated  from  a 
central  location  at  the  PKU  LOI  Base  Camp  under  the  direction  of  the  Regixentnl 
Sit  and  the  Regimental  Logistical  Control  Center. 

a.  Resupply: 


Land  lines  of  oamiunications  and  daily  resupply  convoys  were  the 
primary  methods  of  resupply  for  the  (aeration.  (V garde  transportation  was  the  only 
transportation  used  except  for  Chinook  helicopter  air  lift  of  water,  rations,  POL, 
and  ammunition  to  the  3rd  Squadron. 

b.  Maintenance: 

The  maintenance  support  furnished  by  the  I8bui  Maintenance  Battalion 
was  outstanding,  and  at  times  aporoachad  "Instant  Maintenance".  Items  deadline! 
as  the  result  of  combat  action  one  day  were,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  ready  for 
action  the  next  day. 

c.  POL  Statistics: 

Issue  of  the  following  'types  of  POL  products'  was  accomplished 
during  the  operation:  JPU-l8,!tOO  gallons,.  AVGAS- 3805  gallons,  MOGAS- 55200  gallons, 
Diesel- 3h,000  gallons. 

d.  Treatment  and  Evacuation  of  Casualties: 

Although  there  were  many  lightly  wounded  casualties  not  requiring 
treatment,  there  were  forty-six  injuries  as  a  result  of  hostile  action  treated 
during  the  operation.  In  addition,  twenty- two  individuals,  received  treat®  nt  from 
non-hostile  injuries.  Of  this  total,  nineteen  IRHA's  and  twenty-two  individuals 
injured  by  other  than  hostile  action  were  evacuated.  All  individuals  evacuated- 
were  air-lifted  by  DUST-OFF  to  the  93rd  Evacuation  Hospital,  the  12th  Evacuation  W 
Hospital,  or  the-  3rd  Surgical  Hospital. 

e.  Coranunications: 


Communications  to  the  Regimental  Base  Camp  and  to  higher  headquarters 
was  maintained  by  a  multitude  of  communications  methods  as  listed  below. 


(1)  FK  Nets: 


•  11th  Armored  Cavalry  entered  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  Command 
Net  and  the  173rd  Admin/Intel  Net  with  no  difficulties  encountered. 

(2)  Telephone  Circuits: 


(a)  A'Sole  User  (Point  to  Point)  circuit  was  established  between 
the  11th  Arnorod  Cavalry  TOC  and  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade'  TOC  with  excellent  results. 
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(b)  Cawon  User  circuits  were  established  between  the  l';'3rd 
Forward  Switchboard  and  the-Blackhorse  Forward  Switchboard  presiding  access  to 
the  Army  Telephone  System. 

(3)  felotyoevriter: 

A  common  user  circuit  from  Blackhorse  Forward  through  the 
173rd  Airborne  Brigade  Forward  and  into  the  Amy  System  was  utilised. 

(h)  Regimental  Trains  Telephone: 

Four  common  user  circuits  were  established  to  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  Switchboard  and  into  the  Amy  System. 

(5)  Radio  Teletype  to  Base  Cairn: 

An  AK  RATT  hist  was  established  to  the  Regimental  Base*  Camp  iron 
the  Regimental  Field  location  by  using  an  AS/QRC-26D  at  the  Base  Cairji. 

(6)  Telephone  to  Base  Cano: 

Point  to  point  circuits  i.ere  established  from  Blackhorse 
Forward  to  Blade  horse  Rear. 

(7)  Teletypewriter  to  Base  Camp: 

The  circuit  to  base  camp  via a  operated  from  Blackhorse  .Forward 
through  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  and  H  Force  7  circuits. 

(8)  FK  to  Base  Camp: 

An  FH  Administrative  t’et  .vas  operated  by  use  ..of  tactical  radios 
on  an  intermittent  basis  as  needed. 

f.  Administration: 


Routine  administration  oentinued  to  operate  smoothly  in  spite  of 
the  great  distance  between. the  field  location  and  the  administrative  center  at  the 
Regimental  3ase  Canp.  This  was  accomplished  by  a  daily  run  to  the  field  location 
by  the  S-l.  Replacements  •.'ere  sent  to  the.  field  by  a  Caribou  aircraft  flown  by 

the  Air  Force  on  a  drily  basis; _ The  same  aircraft  was  used  to  transaort  BAR 

personnel  to  and  from  112  SCSI  RUUT  Air  Force  Base.  During  the  month  the  R&R  program 
was, greatly  enlarged,  and. proved  to  be  extremely  beneficial  to  the  morale  of  the 
troops  on  the  operation. 


taent  and  Techniques: 


The  major  innovation  in  military  techniques  employed  during  the  operation 
is  oovernd  in  paragraph  7,b,  and  paragraph  7,d,U. 


15  (U)  Commander's  Analysis: 


The  operation,  combining  an  initial  rapid  maneuver  phase,  a  search  and 
destroy  phase,  and  .screening,  blocking  and  security,  missions  demonstrated  the  great 
flexibility  of  the  Blackhorse,  Regiment.  The  initial  night  move  to  assembly  areas 
was  rapid  and  smooth.  The  attack  on  successive  objectives, -the  link-up  with 
heliborne  forces  and  establishment  of  screen  and  blocking  positions  demonstrated 
that  the  Regiment  is  capable  of  moving  fast  and  arriving  at  its  destination  in 
excellent  fighting  trim. 


The  unique  quality  of  the  operation  that  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  demonstrated 
its  ability  to  conduct  co.-.nrehensive ,  thorough  and  effective  search  and  destroy 
operations.  The  discovery  and  destruction  of  sixty  tunnel  canlexBS  and  discovery 
and.  evacuation  of  vMll  over  titO  tons  of  rice  are  effective  testimony  to  that  fact. 


The  search  and  destroy  portion  of  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  was  the  final  combat 
test  of  the  Modified  TOSiS  designed  to  tailor  the  Regiment's  organization  to  the 
requirements  of  counter-insurgency  operations  in  Vietnam, 
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The  search  and  destrqy  operations,  plus  the  allied  saturation  and  sniper  patrols, 
and  tunnel  search  operations  proved  the  validity  of  tfae-KIOES.  There- proved  to  be 
sufficient  personnel  in  the  basic  -neuver  element  -  the  Armored  Cavalry  Platoon  - 
to  allow  for  required  dismounted  tunnel  and  natrolling  operations  while  maintaining 
sufficient  crew  menbers  on  the  ACAV's  to  uaintain  the  platoon's  mounted  combat 
capabilities. 

16.  (C)  aecoianendo  Lions :  (lessons  Learned) 

a.  Operations: 

(1)  Item:  Saturation  Patrols, 

Discussion: 

Saturation  patrolling  is  the  technique  of  piecing  man}’'  small 
patrols  in  areas  of- expected  erunjy  activity. 

The  technique  is  best  employed  along  definite  and  linear  terrain 
features  such  as  stream  bods,  trails,  canals,  and  rny-probable  eneiny  avenues. of 
approach. 

Three  to  four  nan  patrols  are  situated  all  along  the  terrain 
feature,,  and  lay  in  vfait  for  the  enemy. 

Should  an  enemy  force  approach,  one,  two,  or  all  of  th*  patrols 
in  the  araa  can  engage  the  force. 

Saturation  patrolling  proved  effective  on  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS. 

Observation;  Saturation  patrolling  can  be  effectively  employed 
in  armored  cavalry  search  and  destroy  operations. 

(2)  Item:  Sniper  Patrols 

Discussion: 

The  sriioer  patrol  is  a  smaller  version' of  the  night  ambush  patrol. 

Each  patrol  is -equipped  with  an  Ii-7?  grenade  latacher,  3  IU16 
rifles,  and  a  radio. 

The  patrols  are  positioned  near  known  or  suspected  rice  caches 
and  tunnel  entrances. 

It  was  discovered  that  .the  patrols  proved  Lo.be  a  . valuable 
source  of  information  on  VC  daylight  activities. 

Observation:  Like  saturation  patrolling,  sniper  patrolling 
ras  proven  to  be  a  Valuable  adjunct  to  armored  cavalry  operations. 

(3)  Item:  Discovery  of  rice  caches. 

Discussion:  During  Operation  CJD:R  FALLS  it  was  observed  that 
anytime  a  large  cache  of  rice  had  been  discovered,  a  flock  of  small'  birds  had  been 
frightened  away  by  the  approach  of  friendly  troops.  Accordingly,  any  time  a  flock 
of  birds  ins  noticed,  a  search  for  a  rice  cache  was  made  in  the  area. 

Observation:  Flocks  of  birds  should  be  watched  to  assist  in- 
locating  rice  caches. 

(U)  . Item:  Indications  provided  by  intense  booby-trapping. 

Discussion t  It  ’pas  learned  on  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  that  intense 
booby-trapping -of  a  particular  area  was  a  good  indication  that  valuable  stores 
were  hidden  ntsarby. 

Observation:  Analysis  of  the  disposition  of  booby  traps  in  an 
area  can  lead  to  the  discovery  of  valuable  VC  stores  and  materiel. 
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($)  .Itemt  ?&V  ’/ires.- along  'rdls, 

Discussion:- 

The  ef receive  usi  of  IS*a  air  bursts  along  trails  prevented  the 
VC  frou  thoroughly  ernlacing  Vines,  thus  pen, lit  ting  easy  detecilcT-'by  friendly  forces. 

One  squadron  uncovered  nine  poorly  emplaced  ’.lines  in -an  area 
that  had  received  air  buvii  ’iSC  fires  the  night  before. 

Observation;  Expeditions -usi  of  air  burst  ;M  fires  may  prevent 
the  enemy  from  properly  -inpiacing  tines. 


(1)  Item  Centralized  Interrogation  and  Document  Exploitation. 

Discussion!  .'ill.  avail  able  ’tUitary  Intelligence  personnel  at 
the  centrally  located  center  have  the  foiloiing  advantages  over  scattered  !H 
Detachments  located  with .Battalion  siza  units: 

Readily,  accesssble  to  the  eorraander. 

J-an  hours -saved  in  collaborating  El  statements. 

Rapid  association  between  documents  and  P.'s. 

Rapid  dissemination  of  information  tor  all.  subordinate, 
adjacent, -  and  higher  elements. 

Controlled  work  load,  i.e.,  the  CXEG  is  able  to  interrogate  P./s 
and  exploit  documents  csia  timely  basis  whereas  in  separate  units  one  iCt  Detachment 
may  have  an  overload  'bile  another  is  idle. 

Availability  of  technical  experts. 

Economy  of  space,  time,  and  resources. 

Observations!  Rscomsend  that  centralized  interrogation  ana 
document  exploitation  means  be  utilized  during  future  nulti^unit  operations. 

(2)  Itemai  Use  of  ! military  Police  in  handling  PCWs. 

Discussion!  This  was  the  first  opportunity  the  11th  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiment  had  'to  use  f C&3  Military  Police  units  during  operations,  and  it  was 
found  that  Military  Police  possess  the  following  advantages  -  over  unit  police: 

Specifically  trained  in  the  various  techniques  used  in  handling  PCHs. 

Frees  combat  personnel  from  a  responsibility  they  are  not  especially 
trained  for. 

Insures  the  rapid  arid  efficient  handling  of  PCWs. 

Releases  interrogator  personnel  from  the  additional  requirement  of  super¬ 
vising  the  handlirig  of  POWs, 

Observation!  Military  Police  personnel,  when  available,  greatly 
facilitate  the  processing  and  safeguarding  of  PCWs  during  combat  operations. 

(3)  Item:  Rapid  evacuation  and  exploitation  of  detainees,  B/s,  and 

Chieu  Itoi's. 

Discussion!  During  this  operation  detainees,  R/s,  and  Chieu 
Hoi <s  were  evacuated  by  the  fastest  means  available  (generally  by  air)  to  the  central- 
ized  interrogation  point.  At  this  location  a  rapid  evaluation  of  the  individual  was 
made.  Those  personnel  ’.iio  had  knowledge  of  storage  locations  or  fortifications  were 
quickly  dispatched  to  interested  units  where  they  could  be  used  as  guides.  Those 
Chieu  Hoi's  who  knew  or  suspected  the. where- abouts  of  other  possible  Chieu  Hoi's, 
were  placed  in  a  speaker  aircraft  and  attempted' to  talk  thoir  cohorts  into  rallying. 
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Observations;  Rapid  evacuation  and  exploitation  of  RW  and 
Ralliers  successful  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Recommencl  this  tactic  be  continued 
in  future  operations. 

c.  Civil  Affairs; 

Item:  Evacuation  of  captured  rice  from  the  battlefield, 

JUscussiont 

During  Operation  CEDAR  FAILS  the  11th  Armored. Cavalry  Regiment 
captured  a  coTisiderable  quantity  of  rice  from: widely  dispersed  caches  in  the  EiCK 
TRlAlGIE.  Since  tlie  llth  Armored  Cavalry  Re  glue  nt  could  not  evacuate  the  rice  due 
to  its  combat  mission,  611  possible  weans  of  evacuation  -were,  considered.  Considers- 
tion  vka  given  to  tlie  use  of  purely  administrative  transportation  such  as  trucking 
ccqpanies.  However,  at-the  time  there  was  insufficient  transportation  available  to 
move  the  rice.  Efforts  were  made  to  have  the  rice  transported  by .the  trucks  organic 
to  the  18th  AHVII  Division,  and  although  the  Request  was  not  denied  outright,  the 
Division  set  a  pick  up  date  so  far  in  the  future  as  to  be  'inacceptable.  The  llth 
Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  then  appealed' to  Province,  and  after  considerable  pressure 
had  been  applied  through -advisory  channels,  the  rice  was  partially  extracted  from 
the  centralized  collection  point  in  the  vicinity  of  FHB  liot; 


Observation; 

Thi  diffifeultifcb  in  evacuation  <jf  fdodstuffs  %  transportation 
organic  to  combat  units  iti  fi  combat  Situation  are  rfumerbuA .  and  complex:  The 
extensive  logistical  demands  of  attacking  units,  coupled  with  the  highly  mobile 
nature  of  combat  operations,  made  the  use  of  organic  transportation  impractical. 

The  use  of  purely  administrative  transportation  such  as  trucking  companies 
offers  a  possible  solution,  but  in  a  guerilla  -irarf are  environment  adequate  security 
would  be  essential  for  tlie  vehicles,  even  when  operating  well  behind  the  zone  of 
contact.  Often  such  security  forces  will  not  be  available. 

The  most  practical  and  logical  means  of  foodstuff  evacuation  in  tlie  llth 
Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  TACK  is  by  ARTO's  organic  transportation  units.  They  have 
the  vehicles  necessary  for  such  missions  as  tail  as  the  marnower  to  provide  their 
own  security  and  labor  to  load  and  unload  the  rice.  Such. a  mission  is  appropriate 
to  AHVII,  with  its  assigned  mission  of  following  up  and  consolidating  US  gains  as 
well  as  participation  in  the  Revolutionary  Development  Program. 

/.Another  solution  is  to  give  the  mission  to  Province  Headquarters,  and  have 
them  coordinate  the  transportation  needed  through  such- agencies  as  public  works  or 
R7  units,  both  of  »'.dch  have  organic  transportation.  This  type  of  mission- would 
give  either  AHVH  or  R?  units  an  excellent  chance  for  a  worthwhile  Civic  Action 
Program.  To. gain  GVN  cooperation,  the  US  unit  should  notify  the  Vietnamese  There 
rice  has  been  captured  and  consloidated,  the  amount  of  rice  allocated  to  them,  and 
give  the  Vietnamese  a  reasonable  length  of  time  to  pick  it  up.  If  they  fail  to 
pick  up  the  rice  within  this  time  and  have  no  valid- excuse,  -the  rice  or  other  food¬ 
stuffs  should  be  destroyed.  That  quantity  of  rice,  or  its  dollar  equivalent  should 
be  deducted  from  the  provincial  food  or  money  allocation  for  the  next  month.  If 
the  Vietnamese  were  Tilling  to  fulfill  their  responsibility  to  their  own  people, 
much  of  the  present  destruction  of  rice  in  Vietnam  would  be  unnecessary.  Experience 
with  the  Vietnamese  has  demonstrated  that  as  long  as  they  feel  the  US  will  do  a 
task  for  them,  they  have  little  incentive  to  help  themselves.  It  is  felt  that  the 
above  proposal  would  provide  this  much  needed  incentive. 

d.  psxors: 


Chieu  Hoi. 


Item:  Use  of  loudspeakers  on  UH-1D  helicopters  to  get  VC  to 


Discussion:  During  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS,  30  Chieu  lid's  rallied 
as  the  direct  result  of-neesages  they  heard  from  llth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
UH-1D  lielioopter  loudspeaker  shipe.  The  speaker  dhip  would  fly  over  areas  where 
the  VC  were  hiding  and  tell  them  to  give  up  or  they  would  die;  As  soon  as  one 
VC  gave  up  he  was  taken  up  in  the  speaker  ship  and  he  would  tell  his  comrades 
that  they  too  should  give  up.  It  was  found  that  seme  of  them  Wanted  to  give  up. 
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but  i»ra  afraid  they  would  be  shot  as  they  case  in  because  they  had  no  safe  conduct 
peases.  So  they  were  told  to  take  tiff  their  shirts  and  wave  teem  oyer  their  heads. 
This  worked  well  arid  resulted  in  a  group  bf  nineteen  basing  in  all  at  orie  tiiae» 

Cbser^atlbrit  Airborne  loudspeaker  Stipe  should  be  used  to  the 
maximum  during  operations"  to  git  VC  to  give  up,  They  are  most  effective  after  about 
two  weeks  in  idiieh  the,  enemy  has  received  continual  ba*ardr,ient  frau  both  air  and 
artillery.  Using  a  Hoi  Chanh  (Returnee)  to  talk  on  the  speaker  mission  is  more 
effective  than  the  unit  interpreter, 

e.  Logistics  and  Maintenance! 

(1)  -Item;  Squipeient  loanee. 

Discussions  ! 

Primary- equipment  losses  during  the  operation  were  caused  by 
anti-tank  mines.  The  mines  destroyed  or  damaged  road  teeels,  road  wheel  arms,  hubs, 
bearings,  and  track,  more  than  any  other  parts  of  the  vehicles  hit. 

Observation!  Stockage  of  armored  vehicle  suspension  parts 
should  be  increased, 

(2)  Itemt  POL  consumption  factors. 

Discussion!  The  POL  consumption  factors  listed  in  7M  101-10 
or  factors  based  on  training- and  European  experience  are  not  valid  for  search  and 
clear'operations  in  Vietnam  owing  to  the  lack  of  vehicular  movement  and  considerable 
dismounted  action. 


Observation!  Planning  for  POL  consumption  based  on  HI  101-10 
should  be  modified  in  accordance  with  Vietnam  counter-insurgency  operations  experience. 

(3)  Item;  Logistical  and  ilaintenanee  Support  for  tee  Regiment. 

Discussion! 

During  the  operation,  logistical  support  was  provided  to  the 
Regiment  on  a  temporary  basis  from  a  1st  Logistical  Command  Forward  Support  Area  at 
PKU  LOI  and  at  an  Asmunition  Supply  Point  at  LAI  KHE.  Ilaintenanee  support  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  183th  Ilaintenanee  Battalion.  Logistical  and  Ilaintenanee  Support  were 
adequate  only  because  of  the  short  turn  around  distances. 

Transportation  to  effect  unit  distribution  of  Supplies  does  not  exist  above 
squadron  level.  The  Regiment  was  able  to  resupply  the  subordinate  units  only  by 
using  organic  vehicles  form  the  squadron  ihioh  was  possible  only  because  of  the 
short  turn  around  distances  and  augmentation  by  Chinook  helicopters -when  they  were 
available. 


Observation! 

The  Regiment  needs  a  Support  Command  with  the  necessary  assets  to 
support  it  wherever  it  may  be  employed. 

The  Regiment  needs  a  Direct  Support  Ilaintenanee  unit  assigned 
or  attached  to  provide  maintenance  support. 

f.  Signal! 

(1)  Item;  AH  Radio  Range 

Discussion! 

AM  radio  contact,  is  necessary  betiwon  the  Regimental  Base  Ccro- 
pound  and  the  Regimental  Headquarters  at  all  times,  even  when  the  tiro  are  separated 
by  great  distances  as  they  were  on  Operation  CEDAR  PALLS.  The  Antenna  Kit  AR/GRA-h, 
attached  to  organic  AM  radios  would  provide  the  necessary  increased  range. 


C.O  SV  r-  7~/s?/L 


Cb serration:  The  .Antenna  Kit  AN/GRA-li  should  be  issued  on 
the. basis  of  two  ..per  squadron  "and  three  to  Regimental  Headquarters. 

(2)  Item:  Overheating; of  radios. 

Discussion: 

Tuenty-four  hour  operation  of  the  equipment  mounted  in  the 
li-577  tracked  vehicles  and  the  resultant  overheating. of  radios  resulted  in  many 
radio-breakdowns. 

The  use  of  fans  bloidng  directly  on  the  radios  :dll  tend  to  overcome  this 
problem. 

Placing  the  transmitter  in  STAND- BT  position  will  help  alleviate  this 
problem  in  the  AN/7RC-29  radio. 

Observation:  Use  of  fans  blowing  on  radios  in  the  1W577 
vehicle  and  use  of  the  STAHD-BT • capability  of  the  AH/GHC-29  will  help  overcome 
radio  overheating  porblems. 


/if 
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TRAINING  AND  DEPLOYMENT  *  AIR  CAVALRY  TROOP 

1.  (U)  Introduction.  The  Air  Cavalry  Troop  was  alertdd  for  deployment  to 

Southeast  Asia  In  March  1966.  -Originally  organized  under  TO&E  1-67D  (Regimental 
Aviation  Company)  the  troop  was  reorganized  as,  an  Air  Cavalry  Troop  under  TO&E  17-58E. 
This  reorganization  constituted  a  sweeping  change  fcr  the  aviation  elements  in  the 
Regiment.  Not  only  was  the  Aviation  Company  redesignated  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  but 
some  of  its  old  missions  were  deleted  while  new  missions  and  capabilities  were  added. 

The  command  and  liaison  function  was  now  to  be  performed  by  the  new  Aviation  Platoon 
of  Headquarters  &  Headquarters  Troop  of  the  Regiment  and  by  the  three .aviation  sections 
of  the  squadron  headquarters.  The  Air  Cavalry  Troop  gained  new  firepower  for  use  in 
suppressive  fire  roles  with  the  Aero  Rifle  Platoon  adding  the  capability  of  light 
patrol  and  security  forces.  The  new  TO&E  is  a  marked  improvement  over  the  old  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  because  of  these  additional  capabilities. 

During  the  month  of  March  1966,  a  turn  in  of  all  equipment  not  authorized  under 
the  new  TO&E  was  Initiated  and  completed  the  following  month.  Personnel  with  unauthor¬ 
ized  skills  (Fixed  Wing  only-Drone)  were  reassigned  by  Department  of  the  Army,  or 
retrained  by  unit  request.  In  late  April  only  a  small  nucleus,  of  personnel  and  equip¬ 
ment  remained  from  which  to  organize  the  new  troop. 

New  equipment  and  personnel  which  had  been  requisitioned  on  06  priority  in  late 
March  began  arriving  by  mid  April.  At  first,  the  equipment  and  personnel  arrived  in 
small  lots  and  on  individual  requisition  fills.'  In  early,  May  there  was  a  large  in¬ 
crease  in  personnel  input  and  by  the  end  of  that  month  eighty  percent  of  the  author-, 
ized  strength  had  been  assigned. 

Equipment  for  the  troop  began  arriving  in  May.  In  late  June  authorization  was 
granted  by  Department  of  the  Army  to  requisition  all  needed  equipment  on  an  02  priority. 
Observation  aircraft  were  Issued  to  the  troop  in  small  groups  from  May  to  July  at  which 
time  all  authorized  OH-23G  aircraft  were  on  hand.  The  UH-1D  and  UH-1C  type  aircraft 
were  issued  directly  from  the  factory  in  lots  of  four  to  six  during  the  month  of  July. 
Training, Involving  the  use  of  aircraft  was  hampered  by  the  lack  of  adequate  direct 
support  maintenance  facilities  on  station.  Concurrent  with  aviation  training  personnel 
were  involved  in  the  various  areas  of  training  outlined.in  ATP  17-108. 

By  late  August  aircrew  and  ground  personnel  training  had  reached  the  point  where 
specialized  ground  and  air  training  could  begin.  The  Aero  Rifle  Platoon  departed  for 
Camp  AP  Hill,  Virginia  to  begin  basic  squad,  section^  and  platoon  exercises.  The  air¬ 
craft  and  crews  departed  Fort  Meade  for  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky  where  they  received. two 
weeks  of  training  in  aerial  gunnery.  The  air  and  ground  units  were  then  reunited  at 
AP  Hill  in  late  September  to  commence  combined  section,  platoon,  and  troop  training. 
Aerial  gunnery  courses  were  conducted  for  the  enlisted  gunners  at  this  time.  In  order 
to  provide  for  the  additional  personnel,  needed  as  door  gunners  after  deployment,  a 
special  authorization  was  requested  from  Department  of  the  Army. 

The  unit  training  phase  culminated  in  late  October  with  the  satisfactory  completion 
of  the  Annual  Training  Test  (ATT).  Upon  completion  of  the  ATT  the  unit  returned  to  Fort 
Meade  to  begin'making  preparations  for  the  approaching  overseas  move. 

P0R-P0M,  requirements  were  met  with  the  assistance  of  a  special  team  from  Fort 
Meade  Post.  The  only  problem  encountered  was  the  forced  turn  in  of  a  600  gallon  water 
trailer  which  was  declared  unserviceable.  An  advanced  party  was  designated  and  trans¬ 
portation  requests  were  submitted  for  it  and  the  main  body  in  accordance  with  movement 
dates  received  from  Post  Transportation.  The  aircraft  were  flown  to  Aberdeen  Proving 
Grounds  for  air  transport  to  Sharpe  Army  Depot,  California  by  the  Military  Airlift  Com¬ 
mand.  Two  officers,  and,  one  aircraft  technical  inspector,  and  assigned  crew  chiefs  were 
sent  with  the  aircraft  from  point  of  departure  at  Aberdeen  to  point  of  arrival  in¬ 
country.  The  minimum  essential  (Red  Circle)  items  were  shipped  by  air  with  the  main 
body  while  bulk  equipment  was  shipped  from  the  POE,  Baltimore,  without  accompanying 
personnel.  On  27  November  1966,  the  advance  party  deployed  by  commercial  air  and 
civilian  contract  flight  from  Fort  Meade  direct  to  Saigon.  The  movement  order  for  the 
advance. party  specified  the  uniform  would  be  fatiques  vilth  web  gear  and  steel  helmet. 

This  uniform  later  on  proved  to  be  inappropriate  for  both  commercial  air  and  MAC  contract 
flig'uCs.  Special  authorization  had  to  be  obtained  from  MAC  at  Travis  AFB  in  order 
to  continue  movement  without  Class  B  summer  uniform. 
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The  main  body  departed  on  three  flights  on  29  November,  3  December  and  5  December. 
The  advance  party  which  had  been  dispatched  earlier  was  experiencing  difficulties  pre¬ 
paring  the- area  for  the  receipt  of  the  main  body.  Only  basic  accomodations  (tentage) 
were  available;  however,  enough  equipment  for  the  most  immediate  needs  were  secured 
by  the  supply  officer  from  the  1st  Logistical  Command.  Efforts  by  the  advance  party 
were  hindered  by  the  lack  of  transportation  and -transportation  support.  The  most 
critical  item  needed  was  a  replacement  for  the  600  gallon  water  trailer  condemned  in 
CONUS  just  prior  to  shipment.  To  date  a  water  trailer  has  not  been  issued  against 
the  05  priority  requisition  submitted  on  3  January  J  966 . 

The  bulk  shipment  arrived  in-country  on  26  January  1967.,  The  aircraft  had  arrived 
four  days  earlier  on  22  January.  There  were  no  significant  problems  encountered 
during  the  receipt,  movement,  or  unpacking  of  the  bulk  items.  There  was,  however, 
some  pilferage  of  items  packed  on  the  trucks.  The  aircraft  were  unloaded,  inspected, 
and  weapons  systems  installed  with  a  minimum  of  difficulty^ 

In  January,  while  in-country  a  reorganization  of  aviation  assets  within  the  troop 
(see  Annex  A)  was  effected  by  a  transfer  of  all  observation  aircraft,  crews,  and 
support  tools  to  the  Regimental  Aviation  Platoon  and  Squadron  Air  Sections.  In  ex¬ 
change,  all  UH-1C  (armed)  helicopters  were  transferred,  with  crews,  into  the  troop. 

It  was  felt  this  reorganization  would  greatly  enhance  the  troop's  capabilities  as  well 
as  eliminate  the  problem  of  the  reduced  combat  availability  of  one  fire  team  at  squadron 
level  with  only  two  gunships  assigned.  The  troop  now  has  nineteen  UH-1C  aircraft. 

The  UH-1C  aircraft  are  assigned  to"  the  three  light  weapons  platoons  and  one  heavy 
weapons  platoon.  The  UH-1D  aircraft  remained  in  the  Aero  Rifle  Piatoon  with  the 
exception  of  one  aircraft  designated  as  permanent  C&C  and  one  maintenance  aircraft  to 
provide  a  light  recovery  capability.  This  reorganization  was  complete  by  15  January. 

The  Aero  Rifle  Platoon  replaced  one  infantry  squad  with  a  LRRP  section  of  two  teams  of 
six  men  each. 

2.  (U)  Personnel.  In  March  1966,  when  the  change  of  TO&E  was  effected  there 

were  approximately  55  EM  and  11  officers  in  the  Aviation  Company.  Six  of  these  officers 
were  only  qualified  in  Fixed  Wing  aircraft  and  became  excess  upon  reorganization.  By 
late  May  about  t'0%  of  the  authorized  officer  strength  was  present  for  duty  and  had 
been  primarily  assigned  to  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop. 

Enlisted  personnel  strength  rose  significantly  in  June,  but  the  programed  unit 
strength  was  not  reached  until  mid  November  with  the  arrival  of  augmentation  personnel 
requested  to  fill  door  gunner  positions. 

The  problem  obtaining  authorization  for  the  additional  door  gunners  was  the 
most  critical  personnel  action  encountered.  It  was  magnified  by  the  lack  of  assets 
from  within  the  command  to  draw  from  to  satisfy  just  such  unprogramed  requirements. 

This  problem  was  further  compounded  by  the  lack  of  guidance  or  authorization  for  door 
gunner  assignments. 

By  28  November,  all  personnel  with  the  exception  of  the  advance  party  had  returned 
from  leave  and  were  ready  for  deployment.  The  advance  party  departed  24  November  by 
air.  On  29  November  the  first  group  departed  Fort  Meade  for  the  Republic  of  Vietnam. 

The  movement  was  completed  by  10  December  with  the  exception  of  individuals  delayed 
enroute  for  medical  reasons  and  the  unit  property  book  officer  who  was  completing  the 
turnover  of  station  property  to  Fort  Meade.  All  these  individuals  arrived  in  RVN  by 
15  January  1967. 

3.  (U)  Logistics.  Shortly  after  receiving  the  alert  for  deployment  to  Vietnam 
the  unit  acquired  a  VBL  02  priority,  and  initiated  the  necessary  action  for  requisition¬ 
ing  T0&E,  PLL,  and  TA  50-901  equipment  to  reach  a  100%  fill  on  all  items  prior  to  de¬ 
parting  CONUS.  The  unit  departed  for  Vietnam  with  1007.  TO&E  equipment  and  87%  fill 

on  PLL.  The  last  item  of  T0&E  equipment  arrived  two  days  prior  to  the  Equipment  Read¬ 
iness  Deadline. 

As  of  the  end  of  the  reporting  period  the  unit  has  received  all  of  Its 
TC&E  equipment  with  the  exception  of  one  water  trailer,  and  is  logistically  capable 
of  performing  its  mission. 
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4.  (U)  Aircraft  and  Aircraft  Weapons  Systems.  The  weapons  systems  were  ordered 
In  June  through  normal  supply  channels.  The  authority  for  these  systems  was  found 
either  in  the  TO&E  or  DA  General  Orders.  One  group  of  systems  arrived  before  the 
aircraft,  the  M-5  40mm  subsystems.  The  M-2  systems  arrived  generally  with  the  observ¬ 
ation  helicopters  they  were  to  be  mounted  on.  All  remaining  systems  arrived  after  the 
aircraft  causing  a  small  delay  in  the  installation  process.  Experience  indicated  the 
need  for  a  knowledgeable  individual  to  be  responsible  for  the  continual  follow  up  on 
outstanding  requisitions.  This  individual  would  also  insure  that  a  complete  inventory 
would  indicate  any  missing  items  that  could  be- immediately  requisitioned. 

A  PLL  was  established  in  accordance  with  pertinent  technical  manuals  based  on 
records  of  demands,  letters  from  units  in  Vietnam,  and  the  usage  factor  experienced) 
during  the  training  cycle.  The  aircraft  weapons  PLL  was  divorced  from' the. unit's 
small  arms  PLL  and  sent  with  the  aircraft  to  Sharpe  Army  Depot.  Sharpe  reviewed  the 
PLL  listing,  added  additional  parts  for  a  100%  fill,  compartmentized  a  conex  container, 
categorized  the  parts,  and  secured  them  in  the  container  for  shipment.  Preprinted 
requisition  cards  were  added  for  each  part,  to  expedite  supply  transactions..  These 
cards  were  placed  with  each  part  and  a  master  listing  of  all  parts  contained  in  the 
conex  was  placed  on  the  inside  door..  This  master  listing  made  reference  to  the 
part  by  a  particular  bin  number. 

During  the  serviceability  criteria  inspection  for  overseas  deployment,  all 
weapons  systems  were  inventoried,  functionally  checked,,  removed  from  the  aircraft 
(excluding  components  inside  the  aircraft)  and  crated  with  the  type  weapons  system 
and  serial  number  of  the  aircraft  stenciled  on  the  crate.  All  systems  were  shipped 
with  the  aircraft  during  movement.  It  might  be  noted  that  the  machine  gins  were 
packed  with  each  system  as  were  the  40mm  launchers.  Rocket  pods  were  packaged  as 
bulk  items  but  accompanied  the  aircraft. 

The  aircraft  arrived  in-country  (Vung  Tau  Harbor)  on  21  January  1967.  and  were 
assembled,  test  flown  and  released  by  23  January.  As  aircraft  were  assembled  on  the 
aircraft  carrier  and  flown  to  land  for  unit  pick-up,  weapons  systems  were  installed  as 
soon  as  they  landed  at  VUNG  TAU.  The  systems  were  functionally  checked  prior  to  release. 
Several  of  the  pylons  on  the  XM-16  system  did  not  function  and  were  immediately  turned 
in  for  repair.  The  weapons  systems  were  bore  sighted,  loaded,  and  test  fired 
upon  their  arrival  at  the  base  camp.  All  weapons  systems  were  operational  within 
one  week  after  arrival  ln-country. 

5.  (U)  Movement .  The  first  coordination  for  the  move  began  with  Post  Trans¬ 
portation  in  the  first  week  of  August.  Throughout  the  movement,  preparation, and 
execution,  normal  channels  and  procedures  as  established  by  Department  of  the  Army 
were  used.  In  the  first  week  of  September,  all  necessary  cubic  feet  and  weight  data 
were  submitted  to  transportation  facilities  as  requested.  Some  time  was  consumed  in 
establishing  cube  and  weight  on  small  common  items  of  TO&E  equipment  which  were  in  use 
and  not  in  original  containers  (Decontamination  apparatus,  special  tools,  etc.). 

During  the  period  15  September  through  23  October  no  movement  preparation  was 
possible  because  of  extended  field  training  and  the  scheduled  unit  ATT.  From  23  -  30 
October  POM  work  was  accomplished  with  the  assistance  of  a  POM  team  from  Fort  Meade 
Post.  Packing  was  accomplished  1  through  15  November. 

The  aircraft  were  delivered  for  shipment  beginning  13  November.  The  bulk  ship¬ 
ment  was  delivered  to  the  post  on  16  November.  The  dates  of  movement  had  been  request¬ 
ed  from  post  transportation,  based  on  the  unit  equipment  readiness  date  provided 
by  the  Department  of  the  Army. 

All  shipments  of  equipment  were  accompanied  by  unit  personnel  except  the  bulk 
shipment.  Some  pilferage  was  experienced  on  die  bulk  equipment.  Once  the  equipment 
arrived  in  Vietnam  it  was  received  and  transported  to  the  unit  location  by  unit 
personnel  without  any  difficulty. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL  CHART 
TO&E  17-58  (N)* 

Officer, 

,  .  ,  I. 

Headquarters  Section:  Acft:  1  UH-1D,  Veh:  10 
(Mess  Sect,  Motor  Pool  Sect,  Supply  Sect)* 

1st  Light  Weapons  Platoon:  Acft:  5  UH-1C,  Veh:  0,  Arm:  M16  subsystem 

2nd;Light  Weapons  Platoon:  Acft:  5  UH-1C,  Veh:  0,  Arm:  M16  .Subsystem 

3rd .Light  Weapons  Platoon:  Acft:-  5  UH-1C,  Veh:  0,  Arm:  M16  subsystem 

Heavy  Weapons  Platoon:  Acft:  4-.UH-1C,  .Veh:  0,  Arm:  M-5  subsystem - 
Aero  Rifle  Platoon:  Acft:  4  UH-1D,  Veh:  0 
Service  Platoon:  Acft:  1  UH-1D,  Veh:  4 
Operations  Section:  A.cft:  0,  Veh:  2 

j - Commo  Section:  Acft:  0,  Veh:  0 

I- —  Airfield' Svc  Sect:  Acft:  0,  Veh:  4 

Combat  elements. - - 

Support  elements  - • — - 

*  As  submitted  for  approval 


Commanding 


Annex  A,  Inclosure  9 
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BASE  CAMP  DEVELOPMENT 


X.  (U)  General 

The  selection.,  planning -and  construction  of  a  base  >camp  will  in  most  instances 
confront  a  newly  arrived  unit  in-country.  The  Blackhorse  Regiment  was  no  exception  to 
the  standard  procedure  of  having  first  organized  and  moved  into  a  staging  area  prior 
to  securing  a  location  for  its  permanent  home.  Some  of  the  problems  encountered  by 
the  Blackhorse  are  outlined  in  this  inclosure  with  the  intent  of  sharing  , our  experiences 
so  that  other  units  might  profit  from  our  mistakes  .and  our  successful  innovations. 

2.  (U)  Location: 

a.  The  Blackhorse  Base  Camp  (LONG  GIAO  YS  43509700)  is  in  the  Erovince  of 
LONG  KHANH  in  the. Republic  of  Vietnam. 

b.  The. area  of  the  base  camp  is  characterized  by  rolling  terrain  with  small 
streams  crisscrossing  the  area  coupled  with  sporadic  outcroppings  ranging  in  height 
from  approximately  250  meters  to  840  meters.  Geographically  the  region  is  located  in 
the  Intermediate  Lowland  Region  of  Vietnam. 

The  soil  is  a' general  purpo.se  type  well  suited  for  agriculture  as  well  as  road 
building  and  general  construction.  It  is  basically  clay  in  composition  possessing  a 
good  absorbant  quality,  providing  excellent  drainage  throughout  the  camp  area. 

Vegetation  varies  from  dense  rain  forests  to  scattered  areas  of  open  forest, 
grasslands  and  rice  fields.  Interspersed  throughout  the  area  are  also- vast  amounts 
of  rubber.  The  rain  forest  areas  are  comprised,  of  continuous,  multi-level  canopy 
forests  with  heavy  undergrowth  which  precludes  extensive  mounted- cross-country  opera¬ 
tions  but  does  not  prohibit  limited  operations.  Scattered  about  the  area  are  open 
forests  featuring  considerable  undergrowth  and  tall  sharp-edged  thatch  grass  (elephant 
grass)  growing  to  heights  of  seven  feet.  Cultivated  areas  are  plentiful  throughout 
the  area  featuring  primarily  rubber  and  coffee  plantations.  However,  large  quantities 
of  peanuts,  tobacco,  and  rice  are  also  grown  in  the  region. 

Major  roads  within  the  area  vary  from  approximately  thirty  feet  to  fifty-two  feet 
in  width  and  are  usually  paved  water  bound  bituminous, macadam.  Portions  of  the  major 
roads  are  poorly  drained  and  surfaces  in  some  areas  are  rough.  Observation. and  fields, 
of  fire  are  limited  along  forested  areas,  and  fair  to  good  in  open  and  cultivated  areas. 
Numerous  trails  criss-cross  the  region  in  varying  widths.  Surface  materials  are  earth 
and  crushed  rock  or  gravel. 

3.  (U)  Site  Selection: 

a.  The  basis  for  future  decisions,  construction  plans,  and  efforts  will  hinge 
on  the  foresight  and  professional  judgement  exercised  by  the  individuals  responsible 
for  selecting  the  tract  of  land  that  will  eventually  house  the  base  camp.  ",  ao  often, 
snap  judgements,  incomplete  research,  and  eagerness  to  get  the  task. accomplished  have 
resulted  in -the  unnecessary  expenditure  of  man-hours,  and  funds  while  at  the  same  time 
detracting  from  the  unit's  tactical  missions.  To  assist  in  minimizing  this  possibility 
the  following  salient  points  should  be  considered. 

(1)  The  nature  of  the  terrain  to  include  type. of  soil,  .drainage,  and. 
availability  of  surface  water  for  use  as  a  fresh  water  supply;- vegetation  available 
for  shade.as  opposed  to  the -engineer  and  'trotfp  effort  required  to  clear  the  area. 

(2)  Acquire  sufficient  real  estate  to  allow  for  unforeseen  expansion 
requirements  and/or  changes- in .weapons  systems. 

(3)  Is  the  location  of  the  civilian  populace  such  to  prevent  the  free 
returri-of  protective  fires  from  the  perimeter  without  fear  of  hitting  innocent  civilians. 

(4)  The  ac^essibi lity,  condition,  type  and  security  of  supply  routes  sup¬ 
porting  the  area-:  1  have  a  direct  effect  on  the  speed  with  which  the  camp  is  developed 
and  the  future  tra,  sportation  requirements  necessary  to  logistically  and  administratively 
support  the  camp. 


Page  1  of  3  Pages 
UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


4.  (U)  Plan  for  Construction: 

Simultaneous  with  the-selection  of  a  permanent  site,  should  be  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  Base  Camp  Development  Board  composed  of  representatives  from  each  of  the 
units  programed  to  occupy  the  base  camp.  In  order  for  the  board  to  function  effect¬ 
ively  and  efficiently  as  a  planning  group,  a  FIRM  TROOP’  LIST  must  be  made  available 
at  the  earliest  possible  time  along  with  each  unit's -real  estate  requirements.  Unit 
representatives  on  the  board  must  be -knowledgeable  of  their  unit's  requirements  and 
be  able  to ‘speak  for  the  commander.  Without  this  the  board  can  become  inundated  with 
trivial  matters  and  become  completely  ineffectual.  The  senior  headquarters  occupying 
the  camp  should  provide  the  chairman  for  the  board.  Technical  advice  is  provided  by 
the  engineer  unit,  who  should  also  be  a-voting  member  charged  with  the  mission  of  de¬ 
veloping  the  camp.  Points  to  be  considered  by  the  board  include: 

a.  Priority  of  construction.  It  was  decided  in  building  the  11th  Armored 
Cavalry-Regiment 'Base -Camp  that  the -engineer  effort  would  be  directed  toward  the 
building  of  roads  and  drainage  facilities,  latrines,  showers,  and  mess  halls  in  that 
order.  This  work  was  to  be  followed  by  dispensaries,  troop  billets,  and  administrative 
facilities  (headquarters,  orderly  and  supply  rooms)  with  service  ;facilities  coming 
last. 

b.  Aircraft  facilities.  Initial  plans  did-.not  include  airport  facilities 

to  accommodate  Air  Force  cargo  or  light  observation  aircraft  utilized  by  FAC  personnel 
in  support  of  the  Regiment.  Experience  indicated  a  definite  need: existed  because  of 
administrative  (R  &  R, -emergency  leave,  mail,  replacements,  and  returnees,  to  CONUS) 
and  logistical  (repair  parts,  perishable  foodstuffs  and. emergency  medical  supplies) 
requirements.  It  also  enables  FAC  personnel  to  be  more  responsive  and  flexible  to 
the  Regiment's  needs. 

c.  Street  layout.  The' rectangular -street  layout  is  the  easiest  but  not  always 
adaptable  to  existing  terrain.  In  the. Regiment ' s  case,  it  proved  to  be  extremely 
feasible.  Only  one-problem- developed,  and  that  was  the  width  of  the  roads.  Standard 
road- specifications  call  for' a  traveled  way  22  feet  wide.'  However  this  was  found 

to  be  too  narrow,  especially  when  it  rained.  Except  for  the  first  road  (Blackhorse 
Drive)  constructed,  all  others  were  built  to  30  feet  specifications  thus  providing- 
more  road  space  for  maneuvering  in  wet  weather. 

d.  Future  expansion.  Provisions  should  be  made  for  future  camp  expansion 
requirements  by  setting  aside  4;  to  1/3  of  the- base  camp  area  for  that  purpose.  In 
conjunction- with  this,  consideration  must  also  be  given  to  the  overall  troop  commit¬ 
ment  needed  to  secure  the  camp  perimeter. 


e.  Security  plans.  A  direct  relationship  exists  between  the  perimeter, 
defenses  employed  and  the  weapons  and  equipment  available  to  defend  the  perimeter. 

A  modest  barrier  plan  was  adopted  consisting  of  five  bands  of  triple  concertina  barbed 
wire  covered  by  fire  from  four-man  bunkers  positioned  approximately  100  meters  apart 
depending  on  the  terrain  and  available'  fields  of  fire.  Each'bunker  is  equipped 
with  one  M60-  M?  and' depending  on  availability,  one  M79  grenade  launcher. 

Night  vision  devices  are  Incorporated- into  the  overall  security  plan.  One 
starlite  scope  for  each  of  the- six  towers  and  is  provided  in-at  least  one  bunker  on 
each  side  of  the  perimeter.  ’In  addition,  tanks  equipped  with  Xenon  Searchlights  and 
Infrared  devices  are  strategically  positioned  along  the  camp's  perimeter. 

Each- of  the -previously  mentioned  towers  are  so  located  to  provide  overlapping 
observation  rnd  fire  from- their  tower  mounted  50  Cal  MG's  along. the  entire  perimeter. 
They  are  designed  and  constructed  to  provide  maximum  observation  as -well  as  serve 
as  a  fighting  position  to  cover  the -emplaced  barbed  wire  and  mines. 

The  emplacement  of  mines  has  been  limited  to  command  detonated  claymores  con¬ 
trolled  from  the  perimeter  bunkers.  AP  mines  have  not  been  installed  between  the  bands 
of  wire  because  of  the-number-of.  man-hours  required  to  maintain  them  and  the  nature  of 
the- equipment  defending  the- perimeter.  However,  trip  flares  and  other  early ^warning 
devices  have  beer.  Installed  on  likely  avenues  of  approach  and  observation  "dead  spots." 
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In  event  of  the  possible  penetration  of  the  perimeter,  defensive  provisions  have  been 
made  for  a  reaction  force  (tracked  vehicles)  capable  of  responding  to  any  area  within 
the  camp.  Gunships  are  employed  either  as  a  supplement  to  the  ground  reaction  force 
or  as  a  separate  force. 

Gunships  are  also  utilized  to  make  surveillance  sweeps  of  the  base  camp  area  at 
the  first  light  and  just  prior  to  darkness. 

5.  (U)  Special  Features: 

The  base  camp  was  designed,  laid  out  and  constructed  to  take  maximum  advantage 
of  "the  combat  potential  of  the  units  in  the  base  camp.  With  this  concept  in 
mind  several  unique  innovations  were  incorporated  into  the  overall  camp  plan. 

First,  the  combat  units  (squadrons,  engineer  battalion  and  armored  engineer 
company)  were  located  along  the  perimeter  with  the  three  organic  howitzer  batteries 
so  positioned  to  provide  cross  reinforcing  fires  as  well  as  covering  their  assigned 
sector  of  the  perimeter.  To  supplement  their  fires  (howitzer  batteries)  a  central 
mortar  position  has  been  designated  and  prepared  with  dug-in  positions  to  accommodate 
up  to  nine  4. 2"  mortars.  Normally  the  squadron  responsible  for  the  security  of  the 
camp  organizes  its  mortars  in  batteries  in  this  central  mortar  position  under  squadron 
control.  Should  the  squadrons  have  to  leave  the  base  camp,  the  mortars  could  remain 
behind  and  be  placed  under  the  operational  control  of  the  unit  assuming  the  mission 
of  base  camp  security. 

A  second  feature  was  the  location  of  the  motor  parks  on  the  outer  perimeter.  This 
assisted  in  keeping  tracked  vehicles  out  or  the  cantonment  area  and  helped  provide 
initial  protection  for  the  interior  of  the  camp.  It  also  facilitates  the  movement 
of  reaction  forces  along  the  perimeter  in  case  of  attack. 

6.  (U)  Problem  Areas: 

a.  The  biggest  and  most  unpredictable  problem  continues  to  be  the  lack  of 
a  firm  troop  list.  Higher  headquarters  has  been  appraised  of  this  deficiency  on 
several  occasions  by  both  this  headquarters  and  the  27th  Engineer  Battalion  (C).  The 
arrival  of  unprogramed  units  continues  to  plague  the  camp.  Should,  the  influx  continue 
the  perimeter  of  the  camp  will  have  to  be  extended  resulting  in  an~ additional  expenditure 
of  funds  and  man-hours. 

b.  The  initial  areas  selected  as  possible  base  camp  sites  prior  to  the 
Regiment  is  arrival  in-country  were  entirely  unsatisfactory  for  an  armored  unit. 

This  delayed  construction  plans  by  as  much  as  five  weeks. 

c.  The  amount  of  transportation  and  effort  required  to  support  the  building 
of  a  base  camp. has  placed  a  tremendous  burden  on  organic  resources.  This  has  been 
primarily  caused  by  the  lack  of  in-country  transportation  and  the  relatively  low 
priority  assigned  to  the  movement  of  building  materials. 
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REORGANIZATION  OF  AVIATION  ELEMENTS 


1.  (U)  General.  The  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  trained  and  deployed  to  Vietnam 
under  modified  TC&E  17-51E.  The -MTO&E  provided  for  two  OH-23G's,  two  UH-1C  and  six 
UH-1D  helicopters  ;in  the  Regimental  Aviation  Platoon  and  two  OH-23G' s  and  two  UH-lC's, 

In  each  Squadron^ Aviation  Section  of  which, there  are  three.  Tne  Air  Cavalry  Troop 
is  organized  under  TO&E  17-58E,  and  conducted  its  training  accordingly.  Since  It  de¬ 
ployed  some  three  months  after  the  Regiment,  it  has  never  been  employed  in  its  origin¬ 
al  configuration  however,  experience  gained  by  the  Regiment  prior  to  the  Air  Cavalry 
Troop's  arrival  indicated  a  re-allocation  of  Aviation  resources  was  necessary. 

2.  (U)  Requirements  for  Change.  The  modified  TO&E  possessed  many  fine  points 
which  were  retained  in  the  reorganization.  However,  the  need  for  greater  aircraft 
flexibility,  for  command  and  control  at  squadron  level,  aerial  fire  support  and 
more  versatility  in  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  necessitated  a  change. 

The  two  OH-23G's  originally  in  the  squadrons  were  not  enough  to  meet  squadron 
command  and  control  needs.  The  Regiment's  maneuver  elements  are  highly  r&obile  and 
have  their  own  fire  support,  but  due  to  terrain,  (heavy  undergrowth  and  the  lack  of 
distinguishing  landmarks)  requires  the  commander  to  be  airborne  during  operations  to 
maneuver  and  control  his  squadron.  The  0H-23G's  have  frequently,  been  used  as  much 
as  10  hours  a  day  for  command  and  control.  The  squadrons  could  not  support  such  a 
heavy  demand  with  only  two  OH-23G's  because  of  the  time  required  to  receive  repair 
parts.  The  average  availability  under  such  heavy  usage  was  approximately  507.. 

The  two  UH-1C  gunships  within  each  squadron  assisted  them,  but  were  not  best  suited 
for  their  most  critical  need,  that  of  command  and  control  support.  Because  of  their 
weight  limitations  when  loaded  with  ammunition,  they  were  not  practical  for  command  and 
control,  nor  could  the  Regiment  gain  maximum  benefit  from  their  inherent  capabilities 
as  a  gunship  because  of  the  decentralized  organization.  It  was  also  desired  to  give 
the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  the  flexibility  and  capability  to  operate  interchangeably  as  a 
fire  support,  reconnaissance  and  security,  or  ready  reaction  force  type  organization. 

3.  (U)  Organization.  Changes  in  organization  resulting  from  the  realignment  of 
aircraft  placed  the  nine  OH-23G's  from  the  Aero-Scout  Platoon  of  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop 
in  the  Regimental  and  Squadron  command  and  control  sections.  While  all  UH-1C  gunships 
were  consolidated  in  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  thus  better  aligning  it  to  the  Regiment's 
needs.  See  Inclosed  provisional  organization  chart. 

4.  (U)  Capabilities.  The  organization  outlined  in  paragraph  3,  provides  the 
Regiment  with  the  following  Aviation  capabilities: 

a.  The  Regimental  Aviation  Platoon  provides  five  'T,-23G's  for  command  and 
control  support  within  the  Regimental  Headquarters,  one  UH-1D  equipped  with  a  command 
and  control  console  for  the  Regimental  Commander,  and  five  UH-lD's  for  general  support 
of  the  Regiment. 

b. .  The  command  and  control  section  of  each  squadron  provides  the  squadron 
with  four  OH-23G' s. 

c.  The  Air  Cavalry  Troop  provides  the  Regiment  with: 

(1)  Three  Scout/Gunship  Platoons,  each  capable  of.  providing  gunship 
support  for  a  committed  squadron,  performing  reconnaissance  operations,  providing  fire 
support  for  rapid  reaction  forces,  or  providing  fire  support  for  the  Aero-Rifle 
Platoon  on  independent  operations.  The  immediate  firepower  in  each  platoon  consists 
of  30,000  rounds  of  7.62mm  machinegun  ammunition  and  70  2.75"  rockets. 

(2)  A  Heavy  Weapons/Aerial  Artillery  Platoon  for  employment  against 
known  targets.  The  immediate  firepower  organic  to  the  platoon  includes  600  40mm 
grenades  and  152  2.75"  rockets. 

(3)  An  Aero-Rifle  Platoon  capable  of  performing  intelligence  gathering  op¬ 
erations,  small  scale  security  operations  and  small  scale  reaction  force  operations. 
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5t  (U)  TCfeE  Changes.  Changes  concerning  aircraft  will  be  minor  in  nature, 
i  request  will  accompany  the  modified  TOStS  deleting  one  of  the- three  OK-233's  trans¬ 
ferred  to  tho  Regimental  headquarters,  with- a  simultaneous  request  that  an  additional 
OH-10  to  be  added  to  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  Service  Platoon.  Under  the  present 
provisional  organization,  the-  service  platoon  is  required  to  draw  upon  other  aircraft 
within  the  troop  to  accomplish  its  mission. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVFBC-K  (11  Apr  67)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period 
Ending  31  January  1967 

DA,  HQ  II  FFORCEV,  APO  -San  Francisco  96266  26  Apr  67 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Dept  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  The  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  submitted  by  Head¬ 
quarters,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  for  the  quarter  ending  31 
January  1967  is  considered  adequate  and  is  forwarded  herewith. 

2.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  subject  report  and  concurs 
with  the  comments  and  recommendations  contained  therein. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


1  Incl 


/s/ 

JAMES  A.  ULVENES 
Capt,  AGC  . 

Asst.  AG 
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